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North Shore Brass and the New Zealand Army Band will play a major 
role in Rotunda, a unique production by the New Zealand Dance 
Company that pays tribute to the Anzac landing at Gallipoli 100 years 
ago.

First performed in Auckland in October 2013 and at the Holland Dance 
Festival early last year, where it received standing ovations at every 
performance, Rotunda features the beautiful collision of a live brass 
band with the raw power of contemporary dance. The tour, featuring 
the New Zealand Army Band, will begin in Tauranga on 13 March and 
include performances in Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin, before 
concluding its Auckland season on Anzac Day at the Aotea Centre with 
North Shore Brass.

The tour will then continue across the Tasman throughout May, with 
performances in Adelaide, Melbourne, Parramatta and Geelong.

Created by the company’s Artistic Director and Arts Laureate Shona 
McCullagh in collaboration with NZDC dancers and celebrated singer, 
songwriter and composer Don McGlashan as Musical Director, Rotunda 
brings to life the world of the band rotunda as an iconic symbol of New 
Zealand community.

“Rotunda is a living memorial that celebrates the Anzac spirit and the 
themes of courage, community and loss, and ultimately, a desire for 
peace,” says Ms McCullagh - this year’s winner of the Arts Category at the 
Westpac and Fairfax Women of Influence Awards.

“The performers’ journeys go to the heart of change and crisis, where 
compassion and kinship are illuminated by a haunting, humorous and 
deeply felt score.”

“We are thrilled to be touring with the New Zealand Army Band and 
also reuniting with North Shore Brass for our final performances in 

Auckland,” says McCullagh.

The bands bring to life the rich vein of contemporary brass music from 
New Zealand composers Gareth Farr, John Ritchie, John Psathas and 
Don McGlashan, woven together with traditional hymns to conjure the 
emotional landscape of a seminal time in our nation’s history.

“It is an honour to be able to connect this poignant time in our history to 
a wide range of New Zealanders and Australians through this work,” says 
McCullagh.

The Rotunda production includes a transformative set by Joe Bleakley 
and striking costuming by Jane Holland, resonating with contemporary 
culture where conflict, both political and personal, continue to challenge 
us. Renowned for its earthiness, physicality, rhythm and expression this 
unmistakably New Zealand choreography integrates shadow play, mace 
twirling, a 24 piece marching band, and a fusion of waiata with dynamic 
contemporary dance theatre.

For more information about the tour visit www.nzdc.org.nz/node/
rotunda-2015-australasian-tour/

In this issue we:
•	 Have news from Woolston Brass, Kapiti Brass and Waitakere 

Auckland Brass
•	 Musings from Brownie on the state of banding these days
•	 Letters from two of our readers
•	 And photographs from the first rehearsal of the 2015 National 

Youth Brass Band
Happy banding!

Photograph courtesy of John McDermott

Gallipoli Remembered – through dance and brass
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A note 
from our 
President
In the February 
2014 edition of 
this publication I 
published my wish list 
for the coming year 
and on reviewing that 
list at the year’s end I 
was able to give myself a pass mark, admittedly by 
the skin of my teeth.

Some items on the wish list were easily achieved 
but how can we target the remaining wish list 
items so that this time next year we will be able to 
place a tick in all the boxes? So here again are the 
items that remain works in progress and I ask for 
help from all band persons to assist in achieving 
what last year didn’t pass muster.

Full audiences for all concerts by our National 
Youth Band which are being held this year in 
Nelson, Westport and Blenheim. Our youth are 
our future and each year we provide tuition and 
encouragement to our young musicians so that 
our wonderful sector of the performing arts 
thrives. But how can we get more of our members 
attending these concerts which are exciting and 
provide a quality of music that improves year 
on year. This also applies to the concerts by the 
National Secondary Schools’ Band.

More educational opportunities for our bands and 
their members. Last year the Association planned 
a seminar to assist our tutors and band trainers 
to take place in November. Unfortunately not one 
person from any band in New Zealand registered 
to attend this event and take advantage of this free 
opportunity for development and the sharing of 
ideas. While I’m sure that timing was an issue for 
some I’m concerned that the information from 
the Association is not being passed through band 
executives to the people needing or wanting the 
assistance.

New people with enthusiasm and ideas prepared 
to stand for the National Executive Committee.

More bands being active within their 
communities.

Find more sponsors and supporters for the 
activities that we undertake.

I have added another wish and that is that 
we communicate better with our members in 
the hope that more people will be able to take 
advantage of the opportunities that can be 
provided for us all as musicians, administrators 
and supporters.

Evan Sayer – President 
Brass Band Association of New Zealand

National Youth Band 
2016, 2017 and 2018

Applications are called for from suitably experienced musical directors who 
wish to lead our outstanding young musicians during their annual training 

course and concert tours from 2016.

Please send a current CV outlining your musical training and conducting 
experience to the BBANZ Office by 

Thursday 12 February 2015. 

The National Band
Applications are called for from a suitably experienced 

Manager or a  Management Team. 
Applications should include promotional ideas and plans for self-funding 

events at which future National Bands could perform.

Please send a current CV outlining your relevant experience and activity 
plan for the band to the BBANZ Office by Thursday 12 February 2015. 

Peter Adams directs the 2015 
National Youth Band through its 
first rehearsal. 
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News from Kapiti Brass
It is 24 years since a public meeting was called to discuss the formation of a brass 
band for Kapiti. When this was noted at band practice recently someone suggested 
that if the trombone section could “hang in there” for another 20 years or so, they 
could be the oldest trombonists in the world! Maybe they are now, with an average 
age of 82.8 years, and an aggregate age of 248.5. Who can beat that? They would 
love to know!

Kapiti Brass is very active - keeping busy with all the things bands should do: 
practice, concerts, parades, events, fundraising, carolling, being a community 
asset, “giving back” and generally having fun. With the holiday season over, the 
band’s first engagement for 2015 is Wellington District Association “Brass in the 
Park” all day concert on 15 February. Other events include the Wellington Brass 
Bands Association annual contest on 19 April and extensive involvement with 
Anzac commemorations.

Bands must fundraise to survive; Kapiti Brass is no exception. In recent years 
new uniforms were secured, complete with paua patterned waist coasts and bow 
ties. Next came a complete new set of instruments, which helped raise the band’s 
playing standard.

Conductor since 1998, David Wells, is delighted with the progress made and is 
confident of a bright future for Kapiti Brass. Indeed, the band is looking to the 
future, having recently set its sights on ownership of a brand new, purpose-built 
band room, possibly a three to five year project. It is proposed to include facilities 
for rehearsal, storage, teaching, social activities, and to promote and accommodate 
brass band playing for a greater part of this century.

None of the above will come easily - more so the challenge! Band room ownership 
is likely to result in Band development to a very high standard, and a powerful 
force for good in Kapiti.

Fred Driver, Band Historian – Kapiti Brass

New Music Director at 
Woolston
Woolston Brass is pleased to announce the 
appointment of their new Music Director, Tyme 
Marsters.

Emerging as a leading figure in New Zealand 
brass banding Marsters first started playing in his 
home town Westport at age ten and then moved to 
Christchurch in 1993 to join the New Zealand Army 
Band, simultaneously joining Woolston Brass where 
he remained for nine years. Marsters has had many 
band and solo successes including winning the New 
Zealand Open Flugel Horn Championship and the 
coveted Champion of Champions title in 2008. He has 
been a member of the National Band of New Zealand 
on six occasions.

Marsters served in the New Zealand Army Band 
for 20 years. During this time he took part in many 
national and international tours with military and 
civilian groups. Upon retiring in January 2014 he 
started Brass Factory Canterbury a music tutoring 
business of which he is the owner, director and 
primary tutor.

Marsters has a wide range of experience in many 
musical genres including brass band, big band, 
musical productions and orchestra. He was the 
Music Director of Leopard Coachlines Canterbury 
Brass since 2009 and he has also featured as a guest 
conductor with numerous bands around New 
Zealand.

Marsters is looking forward to taking up his new role 
as Music Director of Woolston Brass this year, saying;

“I am delighted and deeply honoured to be recently 
appointed Music Director for Woolston Brass. Being 
a former playing member of Woolston, I know and 
am aware of the great history, values and commitment 
the band has and I can’t wait to be immersed in such 
history and nostalgia again. I’m very excited about 
the future and I’m looking forward to reuniting our 
connections and beginning our new musical journey 
together.”

On Marsters’ appointment, Mark van der Klei, 
Woolston Brass’ Chairman said, “We are excited to 
appoint Tyme Marsters as Music Director and we 
look forward to welcoming him in the New Year. 
With his musical vision, talent and finesse, he is sure 
to drive the band forward. We are delighted that he 
has committed to the band’s further development 
and we are looking forward to forging a dynamic and 
successful partnership”.

Caroline Blackmore 
Marketing and Sponsorship Manager 
Woolston Brass

Brass Tribute to Sinatra
Waitakere Auckland Brass will begin 2015 in a big way, sharing the stage at the 
Auckland Town Hall with one of New Zealand’s finest entertainers, Tim Beveridge. 
Tim was born to wear a bow tie and tux. His sophisticated singing style is a 
perfect match for this celebration of the songs and music of Sinatra. A night of 
slick musical entertainment awaits at this one night only event. Tim is a regular 
big stage performer both here in New Zealand and overseas. He will be backed by 
Waitakere Auckland Brass who will play in big band style, led by Musical Director 
Kerry Wood.

Big bands create such an amazing feeling. With Tim leading from the front you 
can be sure of a great time as he performs many Sinatra classics, such as Fly Me to 
the Moon and My Way.

Is this the oldest trombone section in the country? Alan Prentice, Merv Allison 
and Fred Driver still can still hold their troms with style. 
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Whats On?
Thursday 12 February 
Sinatra Tribute Concert presented by Waitakere Auckland Brass Band 
with guest Tim Beveridge. 7.30pm, Auckland Town Hall. 
Book online at Ticketmaster or call 0800 111 999

Friday to Sunday 13-15 February 
Youth Camp organised by the Wellington District Brass Band 
Association www.wdbba.org.nz

Saturday 14 February 
Jazz in the Park presented by the "Sunshine Capital Big Band" aka 
Eastern Bay of Plenty Brass and Trident High School Big Band, 5.00pm 
to 8.00pm, the Rose Garden, Whakatane

Sunday 15 February 
Brass in the Park, all the bands from the Wellington District will 
perform at the Wellington Botanic Gardens

Sunday Bandstand Christchurch 
Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass, 12.30pm – 2.00pm, Central 
Lawn, Botanic Gardens 
Addington Brass, 12.30pm to 2.00pm, Cave Rock, Sumner

Sunday 22 February 
Sunday Bandstand Christchurch 
Woolston Brass, 12 noon – 2.00pm, Archery Lawn, Botanic Gardens

Sunday 1 March 
Sunday Bandstand Christchurch 
Addington Brass, 12.30pm – 2.00pm, Central Lawn, Botanic Gardens 
Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass, 12.30pm to 2.00pm, Cave Rock, 
Sumner

Sunday 8 March 
Sunday Bandstand Christchurch 
Salvation Army Band, 12.30pm – 2.00pm, Central Lawn, Botanic 
Gardens 
Sumner Silver Band, 12.30pm to 2.00pm, Cave Rock, Sumner

Tuesday 10 March 
Announcement of the test music for the National Contest and release of 
entry forms.

Friday 13 March 
Rotunda presented by the New Zealand Dance Company and the New 
Zealand Army Band. 7.30pm, Baycourt Community and Arts Centre, 
Tauranga

Sunday 15 March 
Sunday Bandstand Christchurch 
Sumner Silver Band, 11.00am – 12.30pm, Allendale Fete, Allandale 
Domain 
Stedfast Brass Band, 12.30pm – 2.00pm, Central Lawn, Botanic Gardens 
New Brighton Silver Band, 12.30pm to 2.00pm, Cave Rock, Sumner

Thursday 19 to Saturday 21  
Rotunda presented by the New Zealand Dance Company and the New 
Zealand Army Band. 7.30pm Soundings Theatre, Museum of New 
Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington

Sunday 22 March 
Sunday Bandstand Christchurch 
Woolston Brass, 12.30pm – 2.00pm, Central Lawn, Botanic Gardens 
Caledonian Pipe Band, 12.30pm to 2.00pm, Cave Rock, Sumner

Rotunda presented by the New Zealand Dance Company and the New 
Zealand Army Band 3.00pm Soundings Theatre, Museum of New 
Zealand Te Papa Tongarewa, Wellington 
 

Friday 27 March 
Rotunda presented by the New Zealand Dance Company and the New 
Zealand Army Band. 7.30pm Air Force Museum of New Zealand, 
Wigram, Christchurch

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 March 
CubaDupa – a festival of music and performance on Wellingtons famous 
Cuba Street featuring Wellington Brass, the RNZAF Band, the brass 
section from Orchestra Wellington and Mass Cuba Street Orchestra with 
Adam Page and members of Strike. www.cubadupa.co.nz

Sunday 29 March 
Sunday Bandstand Christchurch 
Salvation Army Band, 12.30pm – 2.00pm, Central Lawn, Botanic 
Gardens 
Woolston Academy, 12.30pm to 2.00pm, Cave Rock, Sumner

Wednesday 1 April 
Rotunda presented by the New Zealand Dance Company and the New 
Zealand Army Band. 7.30pm, Regent Theatre, Dunedin

Tuesday 7 April 
Besson Artist Tom Hutchinson (principal cornet with The Cory Band) 
workshop and concert, Dunedin

Wednesday 8 April 
Besson Artist Tom Hutchinson (principal cornet with The Cory Band) 
workshop and concert, Christchurch

Thursday 9 April 
Besson Artist Tom Hutchinson (principal cornet with The Cory Band) 
workshop and concert, Blenheim

Sunday 19 April 
Wellington District Brass Band Association contest

Thursday 23 and Friday 24 April 
Rotunda presented by the New Zealand Dance Company and North 
Shore Brass. 7.30pm ASB Theatre, Aotea Centre, Auckland

Saturday 25 April 
Rotunda presented by the New Zealand Dance Company and North 
Shore Brass. 3.00pm ASB Theatre, Aotea Centre, Auckland

Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 May 
Kaiapoi Brass Band 130th jubilee celebrations. To register email 
kaiapoibrass@gmail.com or write to The Kaiapoi Brass Band Secretary, 
c/o - 5 Rapley Street, Kaiapoi 7630.

Saturday 9 May 
Closing date for National Contest entries

** Any activities happening in your community this year? Why not let 
the rest of the country know. Send details to the editor at 
brass@banz.org.nz

Special offer for readers of  
The Mouthpiece.

Receive a $3.00 discount off the price of the new CD by Byron 
Newton Kiwidragon when ordering online from 

www.buzznewton.com 
Enter the code KIWIDRAGON to receive the discount.

Be quick as the offer ends 28 February 2015. 
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Showing great form Luke Spence, principal euphonium 
of the 2015 National Youth Band. 

Leading the band this year is principal 
cornet Megan Gooding. 

They already look like contenders for the  best section award - 
the Tenor Horns led by Mitchel Spence. 
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Musings from Brownie - Is Banding a Social Event?
And so the New Year has arrived with its 
usual optimistic celebrations. Out with the 
old, for some a disappointing year; and in 
with the new full of promise of things to 
come. Sadly though the New Year looks 
a little bleak for some bands within the 
Otago/Southland provincial area. Oamaru 
Garrison has been struggling for some time 
now and it’s over four years since they last 
contested. And word is out that St Kilda 
Brass may not attend either the provincial or 
national contest. Invercargill band is caught 
up with the reshuffle of conductors of 
Christchurch’s A Grade bands. But one must 
be fair - Dwayne did have a hell of a long 
way to travel to band practice.

So the question arises, is it just our 
“provincial” bands that are having major 
difficulties? I suggest that bands in other 
areas must be having similar problems too. 
I know it always seems to be a struggle to 
be able to have a balanced band sitting on 
the contest stage. You might expect this at 
D Grade level, but at A Grade? There just 
doesn’t seem to be those “extra” players 
around now as there were some years ago. 
I remember playing for a band that had 
so many players that they were able to 
stand down a current New Zealand Solo 
Champion for the second Test, just to give 
another good player a blow. How many 
bands would be able to do that today?

If bands appear to be struggling for players, 
it raises the next question - are they playing 
well? As the music, particularly in the upper 
grades, becomes more technical, are our 
bands mastering these tests? It seems a long 
time ago now since the 1953 National Band 
won the British Open contest, the only win 
a New Zealand band has achieved in that 
competition. Bands which have entered 
since seem to have been placed progressively 
lower as the years march on. At the 
Kerkrade Music Contest we have suffered a 
similar fate. I also remember the days when 
Aussie bands were seldom regarded as a 
threat. One can hardly say that is the case 
today.

What I’m suggesting is that while our 
playing standards are improving - and I 
would like to think they still are - it appears 
that bands in other countries are improving 
at a faster rate. Perhaps we should look at 
ourselves a little closer.

Any good builder knows that he requires 
a good foundation before erecting the 
subsequent structure. I would suggest that 
our movement is no different. It requires 
a good “foundation” to source players and 
feed them through to the upper grades. 
If the foundation becomes limited, then 
the supply of developing players dwindles, 
and the upper grades will be starved of 
replacements. It is true to say that our D 

Grade is still our largest grade but it is 
steadily getting smaller. In the 1950s there 
were over 80 affiliated D Grade bands, with 
the A, B and C Grades being of similar size 
to what we have today. Now we can barely 
scrape 20. Our foundation is disappearing 
by some 10 bands per decade.

Another figure I have found somewhat 
alarming is that of bands attending National 
Contests. In 1980 we had 47 bands compete 
in Christchurch. In Invercargill last year 
- 26. No wonder we can now fit the C and 
D Grades into the same venue as the A 
and B Grades. Let’s go back further in our 
movement’s history. Prior to WW1 I have 
estimated that there were around 300 brass 
bands in New Zealand from a population 
of approximately one million people. Also 
remember that only half of the population 
were able to be playing members of bands 
as it was strictly then a male preserve. Since 
that time our population has increased to 
about 4.5 million, and the “fairer sex” has 
become an important part of our banding, 
meaning potentially we should have nine 
times as many bands - between two to three 
thousand. Currently our affiliated band 
membership is 50.

Many reasons have been given over the years 
as to why the number of bands has declined. 
Many are valid some are not. It is an 
established fact that the population is better 
educated than 100 years ago, and with that 
we have qualified brass instructors fulfilling 
valuable roles in most of our schools today. 
Those in bands are better qualified musically 
than ever before including many who now 
have achieved relevant qualifications.

This raises another question: professionalism 
in brass bands.

 
 

Should we now be paying our better players 
wages for being a part of our bands? 
Personally I’m dead against this concept. 
To me the brass band movement has always 
been an amateur organisation, and should 
remain so. Fundraising as a band has proven 
to be one of the best methods of keeping 
a band together. I can’t see many of these 
“guns” being available for fundraising, and if 
they were, would there also be a wages bill? 
I could go on about this topic for some time 
- but not now.

I believe that brass banding 100 years ago 
was to do with “socialising”. It was a social 
event to go to band practice or to perform 
at a play-out. Bands had an important 
civic role to perform, and every small 
borough had one. These were tight-knit 
communities and bands held prominent 
positions within them. Those days have now 
gone as the powers that be consider that 
“bigger is better” with regards to community 
management. Many bands sadly have 
disappeared with these bygone civic entities.

By comparison, look at today. We can in 
theory socialise with anyone on the globe 
while sitting in our living rooms. We 
have everything we need at the press of a 
button, so why bother doing anything else. 
Practicing an instrument by comparison 
seems boring and largely unrewarding. 
How many band practices are disturbed 
by mobile phones? One wonders if players 
are concentrating on the music or the next 
incoming text. Have we reached the stage 
where music making is becoming a thing of 
the past, and that “instant socialising” is far 
more important?

Allan F Brown (Brownie) 
mouldyoldbrass@gmail.com

One of a growing number of our “lost” bands, The Waihi band which shut up shop in 1968 after 
over half a century of commuity service.
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Letters to the Editor
Has it happened to you? 
Sometimes it is not smart to be too cunning as evidenced by my experience 
at the recent Canterbury Festival contest. Since I was playing for two D Grade 
bands - Kaiapoi followed by my own Rangiora Brass, I thought I would be 
cunning (lazy) and leave my music on the stand on stage between bands. Not 
smart. Because after the set-up team had finished we all trooped on stage 
and I noticed to my horror there was no longer any music on my stand. After 
conveying my plight to Maestro and checking with the supervisor, I decided 
it was “sabotage” by the first band. So I ran (naughty word for an overweight 
71 year old) to the warm-up room some distance away. But there was no sign 
of band’s conductor. On the way back I asked the drummer lady of No 1 band 
“seen Barry?” “Next room” was the reply. So I grabbed the folder out of his arms 
– no time for pleasantries. Luckily back on stage they hadn’t started without 
me – being an indispensable Eb Bass player. Phew! Sat down ready to go only 
to hear Steve the BBb Bass player shout “Get up – get up!” Apparently he had 
put his glasses on my seat while searching fruitlessly for my music. I never felt 
a thing due to posterior padding. However the glasses sustained serious injury 
as a lens had popped out and the earpiece was now at a 45 degree angle. Luckily 
they were a Warehouse job so easily replaced but in the meantime the poor guy 
played the hymn tune as a one-eyed Cantabrian. As for me, in the first verse the 
minims were crotchets as were the semi-breves due to lack of puff. Happily the 
day ended with a mini clean sweep for me with Rangiora winning the hymn and 
Kaiapoi being first in the entertainment programme. Yeehaa! 
Bob Reid, Rangiora Brass

I recently heard a magnificent documentary about Kathleen Ferrier, Contralto. 
Due to WWII she had only a career span of eight years before her untimely 
death, at 41, in 1953. Her unequalled style was one all brass players could and 
should emulate: indeed Bruno Walters the doyen conductor proclaimed her 
style as unequalled. Of interest is her particular phrasing of slow melody and 
pitch perfection. Wow! For years I was rapt in her total breath control and long 
slow phrases eg the 3rd movement of the Anna Magdalena Suite by J S Bach. I 
played it often! One wonders at her ability. Ken Smith told me he heard her at 
Manchester singing – The Dream of Gerontius. Much the same style as Ken with 
the total control of the instrument; her voice. One wonders at the short life span 
of say Mozart, Chopin and Schubert et al and why we only had them but to die 
in their thirties. Why indeed.

A challenge. Listen to her phrasing and try, just try to be like her. It would 
enrich the player 100%. I never heard her sing a row of semiquavers either! 
Ivan Malcolm, Wangaratta, Victoria, Australia

Wow! You do read The Mouthpiece!
After 18 months of barely a word of feedback about The 
Mouthpiece we were very excited to receive photographic 
evidence that bands people do actually read this newsletter! 
Thanks Woolston Brass.

Thanks also to Kaiapoi Brass who emailed to say they were 
chuffed at being on the cover of the December issue. They also 
requested extra copies, one of which will be framed and placed 
on the wall of their new band room.

Charity Begins at Band
The Charities Services in conjunction with the External Reporting 
Board is making information available via their website to help 
charities prepare for the new reporting standards being introduced 
on 1 April. As most bands in New Zealand are registered charities 
this information will no doubt be of interest. Check out the Charities 
Services website for answers to question such as:

•	 Do we have to report to both Charities Services and the External 
Reporting Board?

•	 Do we still need to complete an Annual Return?
•	 How do we notify Charities Services of our reporting tier?
•	 What can charities do now to prepare?

For some charities there will be very few changes, as their accounts 
may already line up with the applicable standard. For others, there 
will be some work to do to make sure you can report to the new 
standards. It’s a good idea to get started now so you have time 
to make changes if you need to. Take a look at the templates and 
guidance notes to see if you currently record all the information that 
will be required in future. Preparation now will ensure you begin 
your new financial year in a good position to make your end-of-year 
reporting easier.

https://charities.govt.nz/im-a-registered-charity/new-reporting-
standards/
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BBANZ – Directory
Postal: PO Box 5314 Lambton Quay Wellington 6145 
Office: 124 Willis Street Te Aro Wellington 6011 
Website: www.brassbanz.org.nz

Executive Officer: Helen Lee, Wellington.  
email: brass@banz.org.nz 
W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President: Evan Sayer 
30 Kowhai Avenue, Ebentown, Upper Hutt 5018 
etsayer@paradise.net.nz M: 021 612 164 H: 04 970 6075

Vice-President: John Sullivan, Auckland. 
 jsullivan@customcontrols.co.nz M: 021 736 832

Cathy Bennett, Dunedin. cathy@chemistry.otago.ac.nz  
M: 021 222 7576 H: 03 488 1608

Jeffery Mulraney JP, Blenheim.  
jeffmulraney@yahoo.co.nz M: 021 043 1154

Robert Wilson, Tauranga.  
heather.rob@xtra.co.nz H: 07 572 3765

Byron Newton, Wellington  
byron@wellingtonbrass.net.nz M: 027 350 2638

Director of Education 
Kevin Dell ONZM, Ruatoria. 
kevindell35@gmail.com M: 027 431 7803

Treasurer 
Murray Warrington, Napier. mwarrington@wtr.co.nz  
W: 06 835 3229 M: 021 860 128. Postal: C/- Willis Toomey 
Robinson, Private Bag 6018, Napier 4142 

National Youth Brass Band

Musical Director: Peter Adams M.Mus Dunedin 
Manager: Dr Garry Brown, Wellington. 
rgmbrown@xtra.co.nz

National Secondary Schools Band

Musical Director: Mark Carter, Wellington 
Manager: Lisa Crawley, Christchurch 
l.crawley88@gmail.com

2015 National Contest in Rotorua 8 to 12 July

Contest Committee contact: Stephen Clayton 
stephen.clayton@asb.co.nz 
Contest Manager: Helen Lee brass@banz.org.nz 
The venue for the contest is the Rotorua Convention Centre

2016 National Contest in Napier 13 to 17 July

Contact person Murray Warrington mwarrington@wtr.co.nz

2017 National Contest in Wellington 19 to 23 April

Contact person Mike Sander mike.sander@anzcofoods.com

The New Zealand Mouthpiece 
Advertising Rates

Size Black & White Colour

Classified $20.00 Not applicable

Professional Card $20.00 first insert then $10 Not applicable

Quarter page $125.00 $160.00

Half page $200.00 $250.00

Full page $320.00 $400.00

On request flyers/leaflets can be inserted into each copy of 
The Mouthpiece. The charge for this service is $200.00

All prices subject to 15% GST

A 20% discount is available if a minimum of five consecutive 
advertisements are booked in advance. 

Deadline for copy: 15th of month prior to publication. 
Ten issues are printed per year.

Friends of the National Youth Brass Band:
Rt. Hon. John Key – Patron, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in 
perpetunity), J Aldridge, Auckland Band Association, G Coomer, T and 
B Cudby, J Edmondston, RA Hancock, RJ Harris, JB and NC Hollick, DA 
Johnson, I Levien, M Luxford, MJ Mellon, Marlborough District Brass, 
O Melhuish, MT Sander, E Sayer, M Smith, J and R Sullivan, Wellington 
District Brass Band Association, R Young, G and R Yorkstone. 
If you would like to support the activities of the National Youth Brass Band 
please contact the BBANZ Office.
Life Members of the BBANZ
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, T Bremner , Tony Cowan BEM, JP, Trevor Cudby, 
Kevin Dell ONZM, Graham Dick, Kevin Jarrett MBE, Ian Levien QSM, Tony 
Lewis MNZM, Bill Platt, D Smeehuyzen, Murray Warrington
Life Members who have served BBANZ
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, 
W Currie, J Drew, RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin, EJ Gohns, 
T Goodall, Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, Mrs C Kendall, 
JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, H Nielson, E Ormrod 
(sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, P Skoglund, 
KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR

VACANCY
Nelson City Brass invites expressions of interest from 

conductors excited by the prospect of taking a long established 
C Grade band to the next level.

A well-established Junior Brass Group and Youth Academy 
ensure an ongoing stream of young musicians progressing 
through to the Senior Band.  Further opportunity exists for 

teaching brass to private pupils and, for a person with suitable 
qualifications, within local schools.

Please contact: secretary@nelsonbrass.org.nz 
or  PO Box 451, Nelson or Wayne Jennens 0274 448 939 

Applications close 31 March 2015
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New Zealand Mouthpiece is proudly sponsored by JP Musical Instruments | www.musicways.co.nz | 09 477 0384 | info@musicways.co.nz

The Official Journal of the Brass Band Association New Zealand 
Patron: Rt. Hon. John Key – Prime Minister of New Zealand

Volume 61 | Issue 10 | December 2015 
ISSN 1173 6089

In this cracker issue we
•	 Celebrate a new Life Member of the Association,
•	 Report on the 2015 NSSBB,
•	 Announce the 2016 National Youth Band,
•	 Learn about the inaugural New Zealand Secondary 

Students’ Brass Musician of the Year contest,
•	 Hear good news stories from the Palmerston North and 

Eastern BOP bands,
•	 Report on the Auckland and Central Districts band 

contests,
•	 And Brownie dreams of a world where the National Band 

receives as much attention as the All Blacks.
Thank you to all of those who have contributed articles and 
photographs to The Mouthpiece throughout the year. Your 
input ensures we have a vibrant and interesting magazine 
worth reading. A big vote of thanks to Riki and Rhys 
McDonnell and JP Musical Instruments for sponsoring The 
Mouthpiece. Thank you also to our regular advertisers: Dr 
Toot, Music Works and ABI Music. Without the support of 
these music industry businesses we could not continue to 
produce The Mouthpiece.
Happy banding and happy Christmas! 
Helen – the editor.

Brass banding: a life time of fun and friendship. While Major (Retired) 
Frank Whiting celebrates his 100th birthday, 12-year-old Joshua Brabyn 
(below) begins his banding career with Palmerston North Brass.

Photograph courtesy of New Zealand Herald/newspix.co.nz
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What’s On?
Saturday 5 December 
Christmas Proms with North Shore Brass and guest 
artists, 3.00pm, Orewa Arts and Events Centre, 
Riverside Road, Orewa. Tickets available from 
jsullivan@customcontrols.co.nz 
or 021 736 832

Christmas Magic presented by Dalewool Auckland 
Brass with guests the Auckland Youth Choir, 7.00pm 
Holy Trinity Cathedral, Parnell

Sunday 6 December 
End of year concert by the Ascot Park Hotel 
Auxiliary Brass 4.00pm in the Invercargill Repertory 
Rooms, 167 Esk Street, Invercargill.

Sunday 13 December 
Christmas Brass presented by Hutt City Brass, 
3.00pm, St James’ Church, Lower Hutt. Free entry.

2016 
 
2016 National Youth Band in concert with musical 
director David Bremner and guest soloist Phillip 
Johnston.

Wednesday 20 January 
7.30 pm St Andrew’s Church, 176 Cobden Road, 
Gisborne

Thursday 21st January 
7.30 pm The Little Theatre, Short Street, Whakatane

Friday 22nd January 
7.00 pm Great Lake Centre, 5 Story Place, Taupo

Saturday 23rd January 
5.00pm MTG Century Theatre, 
65 Marine Parade, Napier

Friday 12 to Sunday 14 February 
Shen Yun Chinese music and dance extravaganza in 
Auckland, see special offer on page 10.

Wellington District Youth Camp contact 
wdbba.secretary@gmail.com for details.

Sunday 14 February 
Brass in the Park at which all bands from the 
Wellington District will perform at the Soundshell in 
the Wellington Botanic Gardens.

Tuesday 16 and Wednesday 17 February 
Shen Yun Chinese music and dance extravaganza in 
Wellington, see special offer on page 10.

Saturday 9 and Sunday 10 April 
Combined regional band contest for the Central 
Districts and Wellington Band Associations in 
Feilding.

Otago Southland Brass Bands Provincial Contest 
in Dunedin.

Upper Hutt Cosmopolitan Club Brass Band

Vacancy – Musical Director
This active and entertaining band requires a new Musical Director to take 

up the baton and be part of  this friendly community based band. 

Currently a C grade band, the band has plans for development within the 
local community as well as the brass banding fraternity.

The band has a solid core of players and is re-establishing a learner group 
to carry us forward into the future. 

Further information please contact the Band’s President 
Evan Sayer, PO Box 40-112, Upper Hutt 

Telephone : (04) 970-6075, Email : etsayer@paradise.net.nz

A note from our President
Our Association held its Annual General Meeting 
in Wellington on Saturday 7 November. There 
were a number of interesting remits proposed, 
some of which were passed and will change 
some aspects of our national contest from next 
year. An updated set of rules will be circulated 
to all member bands and placed on our website. 
Competitors should familiarise themselves with 
these changes for participation at upcoming 
contests. I would like to extend our sincerest 
thanks to all the delegates and Life Members 
who attended. Your input into the running of the Association is most 
important if we are to function in the best interests of our sector of the 
performing arts here in New Zealand.

The location for the 2018 National Contest was also decided by a vote at 
the AGM. The contest will be hosted by Marlborough Districts Brass in 
Blenheim. The main events will be performed in the new ASB Theatre 
Marlborough, which promises to be a great amenity for performers and 
audiences alike. All events will be held within an easy walking distance 
and it promises to be a contest to enjoy.

Also at the AGM Cathy Bennett, from Dunedin, retired from the National 
Management Committee. Cathy has been a valuable contributor for nine 
years. We thank Cathy for her contribution and in particular for her 
strong voice for the lower graded bands and percussionists and also for 
her wizardry with Excel to product all the pre-printed report sheets used 
at the national contest. We welcome Grant Langdon from Auckland to the 
management committee as Cathy’s replacement.

This past year has been especially busy with youth bands and our national 
contest. The success of each of these activities never ceases to surprise 
me. Thank you to all those who organised, attended and participated in 
these activities. No event would happen without the efforts of the many 
volunteers who so willingly give of their time, energy and patience. We are 
truly grateful for your contribution.

On Sunday 15 November I attended the workshop on Recruiting, Training 
and Retaining Players. The workshop is chaired by our Director of 
Education, Kevin Dell, with valuable contributions from Nick Sharpe, 
Alan Spence and Helen Lee. The workshop is a wonderful opportunity for 
bands to gain and share ideas for their future and I would encourage all 
bands to take advantage of any opportunity to attend.

On behalf of the management committee and 
Executive Officer, Helen Lee, I wish you all best 
wishes for the festive season and for the New 
Year.

Evan Sayer President 
Brass Band Association of New Zealand
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A Lifetime of Banding
At the recent Annual General Meeting, Rodney 
Sutton, a long-serving and dedicated member 
of the banding fraternity, was unanimously 
elected as a Life Member of the Brass Band 
Association of New Zealand.

Rodney Sutton comes from a very musical 
family. His father, mother, uncles and sisters 
were all involved in music. Initially Rodney 
was a very successful boy soprano winning a 
number of competitions in the South Island. 
He then played both fife and bugle in the 
Jellicoe Sea Scouts before being handed 
first a baritone and then subsequently at the 
suggestion of Captain C.C.E. (Claude) Miller 
a euphonium. This was an instrument at 
which he went on to excel. In 1962 the British 
Bandsman magazine commented that Rodney, 
then in the United Kingdom with the National 
Band, had nothing to learn from anybody 
in the UK. He was subsequently offered the 
principal euphonium seat at Munn & Feltons, 
then the top band in the UK. Fortunately for 
New Zealand he declined that offer.

Rodney has contributed to brass banding 
in New Zealand as a player, conductor and 
adjudicator. His achievements as a soloist 
have been outstanding. He won the New 
Zealand Open Euphonium title 13 times, the 
Masters title three times and the New Zealand 
Champion of Champions on four occasions. 
Along the way he was also a member of the 
New Zealand Champion Quartet three times 
and the Champion Duet five times.

Rodney was a member of the National Band 
in 1962, 1965 and 1967. He was appointed the 
musical director of the band in 1980. He was 
also assistant musical director of the National 
Youth Band in 1971, then appointed musical 
director in 1972.

As the musical director of the Invercargill 
Garrison Band, Rodney led the band to win the 
National B Grade Championship in 1963 and 
after promotion to the A Grade the band won 
that too in 1973. He is a respected adjudicator, 
having been the Assistant Chief Adjudicator 
at three National Championships as well as 
adjudicating solo and ensemble events at many 
National and Provincial contests.

Rodney has been involved in many aspects of 
banding life in Southland, having conducted 
and tutored at youth camps, assisted bands 
throughout the region as a player and as a 
member of the organising committee for the 
National Contest in 1994 and 2002. He is the 
Patron and a Life Member of the Invercargill 
Garrison Band Society (Inc) and in 1982 
received an MBE for Services to Music.

The Ascot Park Hotel Auxiliary Brass has had 
the privilege of having Rodney play for them 
over the last 10 years. He has always had a very 
positive influence on the younger members of 
the band and is always willing to help them in 
any way he can. He gives freely of his time to 
take section rehearsals or listen and advise on 
how to play or to conduct. His dedication and 
attitude to playing are as strong now as they 
were in the earlier years of his career.

The members of Ascot Park Hotel Auxiliary 
Brass were proud to nominate Rodney Sutton 
for Life Membership of the Association. 
This nomination was supported by Dianne 
Smeehuyzen Life Member BBANZ

Kath Herman, Musical Director 
Ascot Park Hotel Auxiliary Brass of Invercargill

ABA Contest Results
Youth Band Section:

1	 North Shore Youth Band 
2=	Takapuna Grammar School 
	 and Dalewool Youth Brass 
4	 Kumeu Evolution Brass

Best Soloist: Isabella Thomas, North Shore 
Youth Brass Band

B Section:

Sacred Item 
1	 Howick Brass 
2	 Kumeu Brass

Major Work/Own Choice Selection 
1	 Howick Brass 
2	 North Shore Brass Academy

Stage March 
1	 Howick Brass 
2	 Kumeu Brass

Solo item 
1	 Kumeu Brass 
2	 Howick Brass

Light Music 
1=	Howick Brass and Kumeu Brass 
3	 North Shore Brass Academy

Public Appeal 
1	 Kumeu Brass 
2=	North Shore Brass Academy 
	 and Howick Brass

Aggregate 
1	 Howick Brass 
2	 Kumeu Brass

A Section:

Sacred Item 
1	 Dalewool Auckland Brass 
2	 Waitakere Auckland Brass 
3	 North Shore Brass

Major Work 
1	 North Shore Brass 
2	 Waitakere Auckland Brass 
3	 Dalewool Auckland Brass

Stage March 
1	 Dalewool Auckland Brass 
2=	Waitakere Auckland Brass 
	 and North Shore Brass 
4	 Auckland City Brass

Solo item – Greg Moverley Memorial Trophy 
John Lewis, Dalewool Auckland Brass

Light Music 
1	 Dalewool Auckland Brass 
2=	Waitakere Auckland Brass 
	 and North Shore Brass 
4	 Auckland City Brass

Public Appeal 
1	 Dalewool Auckland Brass 
2=	North Shore Brass and Auckland City Brass 
4	 Waitakere Auckland Brass

Aggregate 
1	 Dalewool Auckland Brass 
2	 Waitakere Auckland Brass 
3	 North Shore Brass
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It has been an exciting and rewarding year for 
Palmerston North Brass beginning with the 
appointment of our new Musical Director, 
David Maas. David is well known to you all as a 
cornet player of skill and finesse with numerous 
championship solo titles to his name. He is now 
keen to hone his conducting skills and we are 
extremely fortunate to have him leading the 
band.

David has ambitious plans for the band and one 
of his first goals was for the band to perform 
a concert in the local community in addition 
to our traditional commitments for Anzac 
Day. With our guest artist, Byron Newton, 
we performed this concert on 2 May in the 
Salvation Army Citadel. The concert featured 
a variety of brass band staples including The 
Floral Dance, Death or Glory and Adventures 
in Brass which also provided the concert 
name. Byron demonstrated his virtuosity and 
musicianship on the euphonium, playing solos 
accompanied by the band or by Joanne Love 
on piano. These included Carnival Cocktails, 
Harlequin, Tros Y Garreg, and Deep Inside the 
Sacred Temple. The hard work of David and 
the band members was well received by the 
audience and an excellent review was published 
in the Manawatu Standard the following week. 
The review noted that the band performed 
“with vitality, well controlled expression and a 
great sense of style, committed to their music and 
obviously enjoying their performance.”

Our next goal was to attend the National 
Contest in Rotorua in July. We had a select 
group of solo entries including Gregor Lehany 
in the Under 15 Cornet, Jacob Mancer in Junior 
Horn, Keenan Buchanan in Open Eb Bass and 
David Maas in the Championship Cornet 
and Invitation Slow Melody. These soloists all 
performed admirably with the icing on the 
cake being David’s winning performance in the 
Invitation Slow Melody. We thoroughly enjoyed 
rehearsing the C Grade test piece Majesty by 
Kenneth Downie, sacred item Colne, and our 
own choice Olympus by Philip Harper. David 
worked us hard and with great skill guided us 
musically through these pieces to become the 
Champion C Grade Band of New Zealand. 
We took first place in the Test Selection, Own 
Choice Selection, and the Street March. Our 
congratulations go to Howick Brass for winning 
the Sacred Item.

Next on the calendar was the Central Districts 
Contest in Wanganui on 5 and 6 September. 
We fielded 18 entries in the solo contest with 
winning performances from Gregor in the 
Under 15 Slow Melody and David in the 
Championship section. Keenan on Eb Bass 
placed 2nd in the Open Slow Melody and 3rd in 
the Championship section, and Jacob Mancer 
was placed 3rd in the Open Air Varie. Initially 
we had entered the band events as C Grade but 
the outcome of our application to the BBANZ 
management committee for promotion resulted 
in a move to B Grade, effective immediately. 
This saw us competing in the B Section against 
the talented Wanganui Brass and Devon 
Hotel New Plymouth Brass. We gave a very 
credible performance even though this was 
unfortunately not reflected in the results.

Not resting on our laurels we then prepared 
for two public performances in The Square. A 
fine weekend saw us presenting our “Brass in 
The Square” concert on Saturday 31 October 
and Sunday 1 November. Now we are heading 
towards the Christmas carolling season at far 
too fast a pace for this Band Manager. We are 
looking ahead and our plans for 2016 include 
attendance at the National Contest in Napier 
and the combined Wellington and Central 
Districts contest in Feilding.

We plan to extend our current tuition and 
Youth Brass programmes to form a Brass 
Academy which will provide expert tuition. 

We have a keen group of young and not-so-
young learners currently taught by David that 
will develop into enthusiastic and talented band 
men and women of the future. We will also be 
looking to develop a percussion section of the 
Academy as these instruments are a key part of 
the modern brass band music repertoire.

We thank the local businesses (Beggs, Wood & 
Robson, Metalcraft Roofing, Fuzz Box Design, 
Freedom Print & Design) and funding agencies 
(Creative NZ, Palmerston North City Council, 
Infinity Foundation, Eastern & Central 
Community Trust) that have supported us 
during this year.

Our President and Life Member John Ward 
tells us that as one of the oldest brass bands in 
the country, (we have been around since 1868), 
the band has had its share of lows and highs 
as all bands do. In the heyday of brass bands 
the city could boast of two top grade bands - 
Palmerston North Garrison and Palmerston 
North City Silver. In the 1970s these bands 
combined to form the present-day Palmerston 
North Brass Band. The present band members, 
friends and followers are currently enjoying 
this time of musical achievement and invite 
any of you who happen to be in balmy Palmy 
to come along and join a rehearsal at our band 
rooms at 57 Totara Road on a Monday or a 
Thursday 7:30 – 9:30 pm.

Chrissie Butts 
Band Manager, Palmerston North Brass

Palmerston North Rejuvenates
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Showing the Adults How
North Shore Brass Academy’s Emily Sullivan 
has been awarded the compere’s trophy at the 
2015 Auckland Regional Band Contest. The 
trophy was awarded to the best compere across 
all grades, meaning that Emily, aged 8, saw off 
competition from some of New Zealand’s top 
bands.

Emily plays cornet in the Academy’s learner 
group and with her role as the compere for the 
Academy Band, has shown the depth of talent 
this local community group offers.

Playing first up, the Academy Band’s 
programme was themed around a musical 
dream, where Emily told the story with the 
help of her sister April, six, and good friend 
Isabella Clark, seven. The girls were helped by 
a ‘dream fairy’, 21-year-old performer Rosalind 
Manowitz.

 “While all the comperes were adequate, only 
one really made the extra effort to tell a story,” 
said entertainment judge Grant Sinclair, who 
is a professional trombone player with leading 
New Zealand orchestras.

The North Shore Brass Academy was 
established in 2013 to provide a supportive 
environment for players of all ages and abilities, 
and this is their first formal contest.

“Emily’s performance today was a fantastic 
asset to the band”, said Academy musical 
director Trevor Clark. “It made our programme 
stand out for all the right reasons – and we are 
very proud of her.”

The Academy has proven that it is indeed at the 
leading edge of musical entertainment and the 
ideal training ground for future stars like Emily.

Central Districts Contest Results
Band Events

Section 1	 Hymn	 O/C	 March	 Concert	Aggregate

Brass Wanganui	 93	 196	  46	 233.5	  568.5 
Deco Bay Brass	 92	 193	  47	 225.5	  566 
Devon Hotel New Plymouth	  91	 192	  46	 237	  557.5 
Palmerston North Brass	 88	 190	  45	 229

Section 2 
Feilding Brass	  – 	  – 	  40	 224.5	  264.5

Section 3 
Brass Wanganui Concert	  84	 186	  38	 221	  529 
New Plymouth JAY Band	  82	 184	  37	 220	  523

Best soloist with Band 
Section 3	Abbie Squire, Brass Wanganui Concert Brass 
Section 2	Feilding Brass 
Section 1	Chris Scudder, Brass Wanganui

Concert Programme presentation winners 
Section 3	Brass Wanganui Concert Brass 
Section 2	Feilding Brass 
Section 1 	Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass

Solo and Party events

Open Air Varie 
1	 Mike Martin	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass 
2	 Jonathon Greenwell	 Brass Wanganui 
3	 Jacob Mancer	 Palmerston North Brass

Championship Air Varie 
1	 David Maas	 Palmerston North Brass 
2	 Grant Pitcher	 Brass Wanganui 
3=	Kennan Buchanan	 Palmerston North Brass 
3=	Ray Farrow	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass

Open Slow Melody 
1	 Ray Farrow	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass 
2	 Kennan Buchanan	 Palmerston North Brass 
3	 David Maas	 Palmerston North Brass

Open Percussion 
1	 Dominic Jacquemard	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass

Under 13 Solo 
1	 Samuel Hudson	 New Plymouth JAY Band 
2	 Fletcher McPherson	 Brass Wanganui Concert Brass 
3	 Briely Martin-Rerekura	 Brass Wanganui Concert Brass

Under 15 Slow Melody 
1	 Gregor Lehany	 Palmerston North Brass 
2	 Clayton McPherson	 Brass Wanganui Concert Brass 
3	 Tom Poulgrain	 New Plymouth JAY Band

Under 15 Air Varie 
1	 Riki Wainhouse	 Brass Wanganui Concert Brass 
2	 Abby Squire	 Brass Wanganui Concert Brass 
3	 Tom Poulgrain	 New Plymouth JAY Band

Under 17 Slow Melody 
1	 Daniel Chow	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass 
2	 Jessica Boniface	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass 
3=	Tamara Stratton	 Brass Wanganui 
3=	James Benson	 Brass Wanganui Concert Brass 
3=	Tanya Martin-Rerekura	 Brass Wanganui Concert Brass

Under 17 Air Varie 
1	 Daniel Chow	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass 
2	 Tamara Stratton	 Brass Wanganui 
3	 Drew Wood	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass

Under 19 Slow Melody 
1	 Rose Wainhouse	 Brass Wanganui 
2	 Helen Bowie	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass

Under 19 Air Varie 
1	 Rose Wainhouse	 Brass Wanganui 
2	 David Froom	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass 
3	 Helen Bowie	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass

Novice solo 
1	 Paul Squires	 Brass Wanganui 
2	 Steffan Drayton	 Feilding Brass 
3	 Craig McKenzie	 Brass Wanganui

Junior Duet 
1	 Tom and Will Poulgrain	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass

Junior Ensemble 
1	 Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass

Open Ensemble 
1	 Brass Wanganui No 2 
2	 Brass Wanganui No1

Front Row L-R: 
Emily Sullivan, April 
Sullivan, back row: 
Isabella Clark, 
Rosalind 
Manowitz
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Young Musicians Shine
The inaugural New Zealand Secondary 
Students’ Brass Musician of the Year contest 
was recently hosted by Dalewool Auckland 
Brass at Macleans College and Auckland Girls’ 
Grammar School from 6 to 8 November. The 
Friday evening began with registration, piano 
rehearsals with resident accompanist Ben 
Kubiak, refreshments and general information 
on how the weekend would run, then the long-
awaited draw for playing order for the next 
day’s competition.

On Saturday the competition began with 
students performing in their instrument 
groupings. There were five different categories 
to be heard and the man responsible for 
the difficult task of adjudicating was cornet 
player Mr John Lewis. The standard of 
playing throughout the Saturday morning and 
afternoon was very high and John certainly had 
some tough decisions to make.

The winners of the categories were:

Basses: 1st Andre Brown, Hutt International 
Boys School, 2nd Minami Motoki, Cambridge 
High School, 3rd Bailey Nunes, Macleans 
College

Euphoniums/Baritones: 1st Leon Wu, Macleans 
College

Tenor/French Horns: 1st Anne Filimoehala, 
Auckland Girls’ Grammar, 2nd Lachlan Spence, 
Trident High School, 3rd Rebekah Gray, 
Henderson College

Trombones: 1st Jake Krishnamurti, Lynfield 
College, 2nd Paul Cho, Macleans College, 3rd 
Mark Bingham, Mt Roskill Grammar

Cornets/trumpets: 1st Logan Ford, Garin 
College; 2nd Jake Krishnamurti, Lynfield 
College, 3rd Mollie Cornford, Takapuna 
Grammar

The winners of each section plus ‘wild cards’ 
Paul Cho, Minami Motoki and Lachlan Spence 
were to play in the final.

Later that afternoon the group of talented 
performers and their families were treated to a 
fun, but informative, seminar and master-class 
by ‘Finale’ adjudicator, Mr Steve Miles from 
Dunedin.

After a brief rest the finalists and supporters 
returned to Macleans Auditorium at 7.00pm 
for Part One of the Grand Finale – the 
performance of a Technical Work with 
piano accompaniment. The atmosphere 
amongst players and family was warm and 
friendly and each competitor in turn received 
rapturous applause for their well-prepared 
musical performances (bravo to all teachers 
concerned!). At the end of the competition 
Steve Miles gave a brief summary of his 
thoughts on the playing, but no results were 
given as there was more to come the next day!

In Part Two of the Finale competitors had to 
play a slow melody with brass band, small 
ensemble, or piano accompaniment. Hence 
the seven players who had chosen band 
accompaniment were up bright and early on 

Sunday morning to rehearse with Dalewool 
Band, conducted by Nigel Weeks. Once 
again all performers were well prepared and 
rehearsed easily with the band. A tasty lunch 
was then provided for all at the band room 
before heading off into Auckland City to 
perform the Finale Part Two of the contest at 
Auckland Girls Grammar School.

The contest commenced at 2.30pm with a 
rousing march, Knight Templar performed 
by Dalewool Auckland Brass, which was 
then followed by eight well-chosen slow 
melodies. The audience was appreciative of 
all performances that afternoon and it was 
amazing to see the camaraderie growing 
between the competitors – just like a ‘Master 
Chef ’ episode!

While the results were being collated the 
finalists joined Dalewool Auckland Brass in two 
numbers, Satchmo (featuring John Lewis) and 
Caravan by Duke Ellington.

And the results: The winner of the Technical 
Work was Logan Ford, presented with City of 
Sails Auckland Brass Trophy.

The winner of the Slow Melody was Anne 
Filimoehala, presented with the YouthTown 
Trophy.

The 2015 NZ Secondary Students Brass 
Musician of the Year Champion was Logan 
Ford (Cornet) presented with $500 and the 
Peter McDermott Memorial Trophy.

2nd place Jake Krishnamurti (Trombone), 
$250.

3rd place Andre Brown (Eb Bass), $100.

Special thanks must go to our sponsors 
YouthTown, AIS, Dalewool Auckland Brass and 
competition organisers Jennifer Carey, Ross 
Gerritsen and Nigel Weeks.

The whole event was a tremendous success and 
will definitely run again in 2016 at a venue to 
be confirmed and will move to early September, 
which will allow competitors and arrangers 
time to use performances and arrangements 
for possible NCEA Achievement Standards 
assessment.

Nigel E. Weeks

Anne Filimoehala

Logan Ford

Jake Krishnamaurti
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Sunshine and Brass
After a really crazy build-up to National contest 
in Rotorua we can report from the sunshine 
capital of New Zealand that things just haven’t 
slowed down.

Immediately after a very successful time in 
Rotorua we welcomed our latest batch of 
young players into the band (two cornets, one 
Eb and one BBb Bass, and a percussionist) to 
replace some great long-time members of our 
band who have gone to university, headed off 
overseas or retired. A special thanks to you all 
for your huge contributions (Michael Mock, 
Karlo Waghorn, Cody Tauranga and Karilyn 
Brown).

After the Nationals we started practising almost 
immediately to put together a brand new 
programme for our regional contest, which we 
hosted in early September. Our major work 
was Macbeth by Peter Meechan and we loved 
the challenge of putting together this new and 
exciting piece. The rest of our programme 
featured a couple of new numbers by Stephan 
Hodel, the composer of the Own Choice we 
performed at the Nationals and whose music 
we love, and we featured 15-year-old Lachlan 
Spence on tenor horn as our soloist. We were 
rapt with our performances and congratulate 
Hamilton for their victory. Congratulations to 
all of our soloists who were very successful at 
the Waikato BOP Association solos held on the 
same weekend.

Our band was well represented in the New 
Zealand Secondary Schools’ Band with six of 
our younger players selected, three of whom 
were leaders of their respective sections (horns, 
baritones and trombones). We were very proud 
of the way they all played.

As we head towards Christmas our focus 
has changed as we have morphed into a Big 
Band. Tenor horns, euphos and baritones have 
given way to saxophones, trombones and a 
cracking good rhythm section as we start our 
preparation for “Jazz in the Park” where early 
next year we will entertain locals for over three 
hours. We combine with Trident High School 
Big Band and play a totally different style of 
music including blues, big band, jazz and even 
some quality singing numbers. This really is 
quite different from the traditional Christmas 
Carols!

Life is great in this part of the world. We have 
a really strong, hard-working committee, we 

have great community support, wonderful 
direction from Alan Spence and a huge focus 
on developing our youth. The young ones really 
are just getting better and better.

Stephen Clayton 
Eastern Bay of Plenty Brass

12-year-old Jeshua Oram, winner of both  the Under 
13 slow melody and variation solos.



9

Thirty-four of New Zealand’s leading young 
musicians met at Hunua Falls, Auckland from 
7 to 12 October to participate in this year’s 
National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band. The 
standard of this year’s band was exceptionally 
high, which is great for the future of the 
banding movement. The band was selected via 
video auditions. The applicants were asked to 
prepare an own choice piece to showcase their 
abilities. They were also asked to play some 
excerpts from Tam O Shanter’s Ride, which was 
last year’s major work.

The rehearsal facilities at Hunua Falls were 
basic but served the purpose, although a few 
struggled without Facebook due to the lack of 
reception. The setting of Hunua falls was quite 
tranquil and everyone enjoyed the waterfalls 
and glow-worms, but this didn’t distract from 
the quality music-making of the five days.

Under the direction of Mark Carter, the 
band started rehearsing on the Wednesday 
night and then had two intense sectional 
sessions on Thursday and Friday mornings 
with the following tutors: Colin Clark (front 
row cornets) Kevin Dell (back row cornets), 
Joe Thomas (horn family), Grant Sinclair 
(trombones) Andrew Leech (euphonium/
baritones), Don Banham (basses) and Jess 
Hix (percussion). They also had a few intense 
warm-up and breathing sessions under the 

tutelage of Don Banham in which all the 
students were thoroughly absorbed by his 
fantastic teachings.

On the Saturday morning the band was able to 
let their hair down at Rainbows End following 
a short concert at the park’s entrance. Many 
took great advantage of the free time, getting 
on as many rides as they could, although the 
only screams heard came from the boys!

The main concert was at Birkenhead College 
on the North Shore on Sunday afternoon. 
The venue was great to play in and we were 
pleased to have Kumeu Brass join us on the 
programme. Some of the highlights were: 
Amazing Grace, in which the band made a 
very rich sound; band member Jack Bewley’s 
original composition Te Tangia a Wairaka – a 
very mature composition featuring Maori 
percussion instruments and conch within the 
band; and the major work Renaissance by Peter 
Graham. This was the B Grade test piece in 
2008 and the band played it with ease. Band 
members Toby Pringle on soprano and Andre 
Brown on Eb bass were the featured soloists 
having been chosen based on their audition 
videos. After the concert, the band were guests 
at the North Shore Brass band room where 
Owen Melhuish and other members of North 
Shore put on a fantastic BBQ for the band.

On the last day of the course the band played 
a concert to a full hall of Birkenhead College 
students. The programme featured lighter, 
popular music including Bohemian Rhapsody, 
Let It Go from Frozen, and the percussion 
section performing Gareth Farr’s Little Sea 
Gongs. The concert was very well received by 
the school students and the Headmaster was 
blown away by the standard of the band. He 
was horrified that the band only played one 
major concert. He thought that a product like 
the NSSBB should have a lot more exposure 
around the schools.

Pte Joe Thomas Assistant Manager 
National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band.

The Management Committee of 
BBANZ would like to thank the 
following for their contribution to 
the 2015 National Secondary Schools’ 
Brass Band: Tutors and Staff: Mark 
Carter – Musical Director, Evan Sayer 
– BBANZ Youth Co-ordinator, Lisa 
Crawley – Band Manager, Pte Joe 
Thomas – Assistant Band Manager 
and section tutors Kevin Dell ONZM, 
LMUS Colin Clark, AMUS Jess Hix, 
Don Banham, Grant Sinclair and 
Andrew Leech.

Grants and Sponsorship: The Ministry 
of Education Vacation Music Grant, 
the Sargood Bequest, the Pelorus Trust, 
the Four Winds Foundation, the New 
Zealand Army Band and the Auckland 
Band Association.

Logistical Support: Johnstone Jones 
Design – poster design, Papakura 
Brass – percussion, Marie Rockell – 
audition recording, the New Zealand 
Navy Band, Owen Melhuish and North 
Shore Brass, Mark Close and Kumeu 
Brass.

Band Camp 
– NSSBB Style

Young composer 
- Jack Bewley
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Quick Notes
Happy 100th Birthday! The Band of the 
Royal Regiment of New Zealand Artillery 
took part in a rare event on 13 September 
when they played at the 100th birthday party 
of one of their vice-patrons and long-time 
supporters, Major (Retired) Frank Whiting 
RNZA, at a family house in Westmere, 
Auckland. Frank was a former administrator 
of the Band in the 1950s during his Army 
service, and also performed at the opening 
ceremony of the Band’s current band room in 
Panmure, Auckland in 1995. He has remained 
remarkably fit, lives alone on Auckland’s 
North Shore and still drives. Several of Frank’s 
family had flown from Melbourne to share 
the landmark occasion with him.

Southern Newsflash! St Kilda Brass is 
delighted to announce the appointment of 
Assoc. Prof Peter Adams as musical director 
for the coming year. Peter brings to the band 
a wealth of musical experience including 
most recently four years at the helm of the 
National Youth Band. Peter’s appointment is 
perfect timing as the band is in the process of 
rebuilding musical excellence.

St Kilda Brass, AKA “The Saints” is not your 
average ordinary band. We do traditional 
(with 115 years’ experience) but we also do 
progressive: unusual instruments, strange 
venues and dynamic repertoire. From Mozart 
to Miley, and from fugue to funk, we never do 
the same job twice.

In 2016 we’re hoping to travel to the wild 
West Coast, perform to our adoring fans and 
keep ourselves honest by contesting. We also 
have subsidised lessons available for those 
who are a little on the rusty side or would like 
to improve their playing.

If you’re keen for any of the above and have 
a pulse, you’re what we’re after. Get in touch 
at secretary@stkildabrass.org.nz or find out 
more about The Saints on our website (http://
www.stkildabrass.org.nz) or Facebook page 
(http://www.facebook.com/StKildaBrass).

Special offer to members of the Brass Band 
Association. Receive a free programme when 
you book tickets to the spectacular show Shen 
Yun. "5,000 years of Chinese music and dance 
in one night!" - The New York Times. Shen 
Yun brings a lost world to life with unrivalled 
mastery. Every gesture, every musical note, 
makes this a stunning visual experience you 
won't find anywhere else.

Book now!

Auckland, February 12-14, 2016: 
ShenYun.com/Auckland

Wellington, February 16-17, 2016: 
ShenYun.com/Wellington

Book your tickets before 20 December and 
receive a complimentary programme by 
emailing Ivy with your seat number 
ivy.s@syproject.nz 

Principal Cornet	 Kieran Smith	 Wellington Brass 
Solo Cornet	 Brad Mancer	 Wellington Brass 
Solo Cornet	 Patrick Macaskill-Webb	 Wellington Brass 
Solo Cornet	 Nicholas Garrett	 Trust Porirua City Brass 
Solo Cornet	 Logan Ford	 Nelson City Brass

Soprano	 Toby Pringle	 Wellington Brass

Repiano Cornet	 Kip Manimba-Cleverley	 Wellington Brass 
2nd Cornet	 Sariah Ratford	 St Kilda Brass 
2nd Cornet	 Jonty Zydenbos	 Marlborough District Brass 
3rd Cornet	 Mollie Cornfield	 North Shore Brass 
3rd Cornet	 Clarke Spence	 Eastern BOP Brass 
3rd Cornet	 Isabella Thomas	 North Shore Brass

Flugel Horn	 Jess Schweizer	 Ascot Park Hotel Brass 
Solo Horn	 Emma McMorran	 Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass 
1st Horn	 Lachlan Spence	 Eastern BOP Brass 
1st Horn	 Callum Mallett	 Wellington Brass 
2nd Horn	 Bettina Schweizer	 Matamata Brass

1st Baritone	 Georgia Hoy	 Woolston Brass 
2nd Baritone	 Jack Bewley	 Eastern BOP Brass

Solo Euphonium	 Luke Spence	 Wellington Brass 
2nd Euphonium	 Matthew Huirua	 Brass Wanganui 
3rd Euphonium	 Tim Dawson	 Trust Porirua City Brass

Solo Trombone	 Dale Hounsome-Vail	 Wellington Brass 
2nd Trombone	 Augusto Ruiz Henao	 Auckland City Brass 
2nd Trombone	 Leo Read	 Eastern BOP Brass 
Bass Trombone	 Patrick di Somma	 Wellington Brass

Principal Eb Bass	 Andre Brown	 Wellington Brass 
Eb Bass	 Matthew Harris	 Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass 
Eb Bass	 Jacob Stonehouse	 Alpine Energy Timaru Brass 
Principal BBb Bass	 John Mason	 Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass 
BBb Bass	 Minami Motoki	 Cambridge Brass

Principal Percussion	 Dominic Jacquemard	 The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass 
Percussion	 James Manktelow	 Eastern BOP Brass 
Percussion	 Joshua Ingle	 Masterton Districts Brass 
Percussion	 Tamara Wetere	 Trust Porirua City Brass

2016 National Youth Band
Congratulations to the following musicians who have been selected by audition for the 2016 
National Youth Band of New Zealand. The band will be directed by David Bremner and will 
assemble in Havelock North on Saturday 16 January. After an intense period of rehearsal the 
band will perform concerts in Gisborne, Whakatane, Taupo and Napier. 2015 Champion of 
Champions, bass player extraordinaire Phillip Johnston, is the guest soloist. Please see the 
“What’s On” section on page 3 for concert venue details.

The Saints in action
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The Youth Today
Executive committee member Jeff Mulraney 
continues his interviews with up-and-
coming young brass musicians. As a person 
who plays the trombone it was really 
pleasing to see and to have heard two young 
and talented trombone players, 13-year-old 
Leo Read from Whakatane and 14-year-old 
Jack Mckenzie from Invercargill at the 2015 
National Competitions in Rotorua. Over 
the last two years both have been selected 
for the Secondary School’s Brass Band as 1st 
and 2nd trombones respectively.

How did you get interested in playing a brass 
instrument and why did you choose to play a 
trombone?

Leo: I was already learning the piano 
but wanted a fun instrument to play in a 
group. I played a CD recording of different 
instruments and had to choose the sound 
I liked the best (without knowing what 
instrument was being played). I chose the 
trombone every time, so then I tried the 
trombone out. I obviously loved it.

Jack: I was taken to see the Bonanza 
Trombone quartet when I was about 
seven years old. The sound and look of the 
trombone amazed me.

Do you play any other musical instruments 
and what are they?

Leo: I do play other instruments, they are 
the piano and a little bit of drums.

Jack: I started learning percussion last year 
and I play the guitar.

Does musical ability run through your family 
and if so how?

Leo: Yes my Nan is a piano teacher and my 
Auntie trained as a concert pianist. Also, my 
sister plays the violin and piano.

Jack: Yes my mum, Sarah Lovell plays the 
cello and my Grandma, Mary Lovell is a 
piano and theory teacher, she also plays 
the viola. Both Mum and Grandma play 
in different orchestras. My Dad plays the 
guitar.

What is your favourite music?

Leo: Brass band music is my favourite type 
of music.

Jack: I enjoy playing jazz music as it’s relaxed 
and fun to play. I also enjoy playing solos 
that I can put expression into to make the 
music tell a story.

You have both been in Secondary Schools 
Brass Bands. What have you gained from 
that experience?

Leo: From going to the NSSBB I have 
learned how to play more clearly and 
rhythmically.

Jack: To be part of the NSSBB is a massive 
privilege as you get to learn how to play 

your specified instrument by playing with 
other top players around the country and 
learning from tutors who have excelled 
highly in your instrument.

As members of the National Executive we are 
always looking at ways to support and attract 
young brass players. What suggestions can 
you make to allow this to happen?

Leo: By helping younger musicians, 
probably just by being friendly and helping 
them through their problems with their 
instruments.

Jack: Well, living at the bottom of the South 
Island makes brass playing very expensive 
as the Secondary Schools Brass Band has 
been in the North Island both times I’ve 
been in it and so have many other events. It 
would attract more players if these events 
alternated between North and South more 
often as it would make them more affordable 
and accessible to many bands and players.

Music making should be fun. Describe a 
funny or amusing musical moment.

Leo: The funny and amusing moments are 
when I get to play really funny sounding 
solos or glisses (glissando). Once I over-
stretched and my trombone slide flew across 
the room – that was pretty funny.

Jack: A few years ago in a concert the 
trombone section was sitting in the back 
row which was higher than the rest of 
the band. We were sitting out rests, and 
when the trombonist beside me raised his 
trombone he hit our stand knocking it over, 
almost hitting my sister Florence who plays 
the cornet. The music flew everywhere and 
it was in front of a big audience.

To date what have been your musical 
highlights?

Leo: My highlights have been going to the 
National Secondary School’s Brass Band 
and performing in ‘Jazz in the park’ with 
Whakatane’s Sunshine Capital Band.

Jack: Being able to participate in APO 
Summer School, Provincial and National 
competitions and also playing with the 
NSSBB.

What or who has been your greatest source of 
musical inspiration?

Leo: Alan Spence has always been a great 
support for me. I also really like listening to 
Grant Sinclair, he’s a great trombonist and I 
hope to be like him.

Jack: For me it is when I have a lesson with 
a very good trombonist like Grant and Blair 
Sinclair and Douglas Cross and being able 
to listen to their sound and technical skills is 
a great source of inspiration because I try to 
model my trombone playing on theirs.

What make of instrument do you play and 
what mouthpiece do you use?

Leo: I play an Antoine Courtois trombone 
and the mouthpiece is a Becquet 6 1/2 M.

Jack: My model of trombone is a Bach 
Stradivarius 42 and I use a faxx 6 ½ AL-L 
mouthpiece.

Is there anything else you would like to add?

Leo: I really enjoy playing the trombone and 
I just love my life as a trombonist.

Jack: I would like to thank Jan Lewis, Cath 
Herman, Ken Wellington and Simon Taylor 
who have supported and taught me how 
to play the trombone. I’m very fortunate 
to have been able to play with the auxiliary 
brass band and work my way up to Ascot 
Park Hotel Brass where I am now.

Leo Read Jack Mckenzie
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Musings from Brownie: National Bands – getting the “jump”.
Last month I wrote about National Bands and asked where they 
should be heading, and I actually got some feedback – nowhere near 
as much as management committee member Jamie Ford received on 
the subject some six or so years back, but it was positive. So with that 
in mind I would like to continue with this theme.

So which National Band is the best? I am not going to suggest, say, 
the 1953 band was the best we’ve ever had, and select another band 
as the worst. I daresay that some may have been better than others, 
but it would take a brave person to start suggesting an order. In my 
mind National Bands have always been the best bands we have been 
able to produce at that time, and may it continue.

Unfortunately we don’t seem to receive “just support” from the 
media. To be fair the ‘53 band was something new and novel and, 
as a result, attracted considerable publicity. Sadly the novelty factor 
didn’t remain, and over the next decades their interest in our 
National Bands has waned. A question – do National Bands still get 
invited for a parliamentary reception prior to travelling overseas? It 
was a regular occurrence once. So too were large audiences in our 
major centres – that’s a subject for another time.

Over the last few weeks, our band down here in Central Otago has 
been quite busy doing a number of concerts with a variety of musical 
combinations. I’m pleased to report that it has been largely successful 
and the band has performed to people who would not normally have 
been bothered to listen to us. The reason for this I think has been the 
advertising that has been used.

What I’ve noticed is that the media nowadays is not particularly 
interested in news if they have to actually go and find it – to 
investigate. And, they aren’t particularly interested whether the 
subject being reported is “balanced” or not – sensationalism seems to 
be far more important. Thankfully the Rugby World Cup is now over 
and one can listen to a news broadcast without being bombarded by 
“All Black news”. Obviously the Rugby Union has a machine tailor-
made for the media which just churns out ready-made news for 
them. This got me to thinking again.

What if our movement had a publicity machine like the Rugby 
Union? But – let’s go a stage further – what if a National Band had a 
similar setup to the All Blacks and the same resources? Yes I know 
one must look outside of the “square” (not the Papakura one), to 
appreciate what I’m meaning, but think about it.

After all, rugby is a far newer pursuit than brass bands. The British 
Open Brass Band Contest began in 1853. It was not until 1857 that 

the first recorded game of “rugby” was played. This was at Edinburgh 
University, and I doubt that there would have been many similarities 
to today’s game. At this time bands were flourishing throughout 
Britain and there were literally thousands of them. In 1900 bands 
numbered in their hundreds in New Zealand. While the 1903 
Hinemoa Band was in Britain entertaining British Royalty, rugby 
administrators had yet to work out the separate codes, League and 
Union. Brass bands on the other hand had been totally stable for at 
least 50 years.

But let’s return to my fantasy. Imagine if our champion All Black 
team was in fact the World Champion National Band of New 
Zealand. Yes I know it takes a bit to get one’s head around it, but 
bear with me. For a start, obviously all players in the band would 
be paid as professionals – at the All Black pay rate. The conductor 
would be the captain, still turning down his knighthood and yet 
to decide on his future. Section leaders would be given “starring 
roles”. There would be a complete coaching staff to support the 
band, and technical advisers available for each section to assist on 
interpretation and playing techniques. But if there’s a big number 
on the programme, which requires you to have a break, reserves are 
drafted in from the “bench” to relieve you.

I should imagine that it would be a very good band, but it wouldn’t 
be a situation where your selected position was secure. Like the All 
Blacks, if you drop off the pace, there will always be someone waiting 
to take your seat. It would then be back to the provincial bands to 
smarten up your act and to prove yourself again to the selectors. 
And socially, we could move on from the venues being cheap hotel 
rooms with the bar being a plastic rubbish bin. And for casual wear – 
designer jandals? Uniforms would be of different colours so as not to 
clash with the hues of those top concert venues worldwide.

So when you’re taking your well-earned Christmas break you’ll be 
able to let your imagination wander and think of what might have 
been if we hadn’t allowed rugby to get the “jump” on us. Here’s 
another couple of other things worth thinking about. First, the NZSO 
is going to be touring with the Roger Fox Big Band – an interesting 
combination. And – as the North Island has their second contest in a 
row next year, I assume that much the same will happen in the South 
Island for the years 2018 and 2019.

So, Merry Christmas and so on – I’ll catch you next year. Wonder if I 
can avoid hearing “Jingle Bells” played on bagpipes this Christmas?

Allan F Brown (Brownie) mouldyoldbrass@gmail.com

Due to a couple of retirements and a couple of players moving to 
the provinces we currently have some vacancies for 2016. We also 
have a scholarship available for 2016 for any students wishing to 

join our vibrant team and study in Auckland.

We are a premier band with a great history and a culture of 
camaraderie with a warm and friendly atmosphere.

Auckland’s climate and beaches are second to none.   

If this interests you initial confidential enquiries can be made to 
our General Manager Jennifer Carey secretary@nzbrass.com or 

call her on 0274-799515.
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Many Notes of Thanks – in fact, a Symphony of Thanksgiving
The Management Committee of the Brass 
Band Association would sincerely like to 
thank the individuals, businesses, trusts and 
organisations that have supported the activities 
of the Brass Band Association in 2015.

The New Zealand Mouthpiece
Sponsorship: JP Musical Instruments and 
Music Ways Ltd 
Layout and Design: Dave Johnstone 
Printing: Alan Carabott and Adprint Ltd 
Proofreading: Jane Myhill and Trevor Cudby 
The regular advertisers and contributors: Allan 
(Brownie) Brown, Music Works, Dr Toot, 
ABI Music Ltd.

BBANZ – general 
Director of Education: Kevin Dell 
Recruiting, Training and Retaining workshop 
panel: Alan Spence, Nick Sharpe, Helen Lee 
and Kevin Dell.Treasurer: Murray Warrington 
Website: Andrew Stone 
The Rata Foundation - grant for salary.

2015 National Champions Rotorua 
Contest Committee: Stephen Clayton 
(chairman) Glenys Searancke, Andrea 
Searancke, Denise Sturt, Alison Thomson, 
Brian Yardley and Pam Yardley. 
Chief Adjudicators: David Gallaher and 
David Chaulk 
The solo judges, supervisors, compères, drill 

judges, the Brassbanned live streaming team 
and the many volunteers from the bands of the 
Waikato Bay of Plenty district. 
Sponsors: Rotorua Lakes Council, Rotorua 
Energy Charitable Trust, ABI Music Ltd, 
Besson, Brass Direct, Dame Adrienne 
Stewart, Geneva Brass Australasia, Molto 
Music, Yamaha/Music Works, New Zealand 
Army Band, RNZ Navy Band, Pub Charity, 
Pelorus Trust, Infinity Foundation, Four 
Winds Foundation, Rotorua District Creative 
Communities and the Southern Trust.

2015 National Youth Band 
Musical Director: Peter Adams 
Band Manager: Garry Brown 
The Tutors: Kevin Dell, Steve Gooding, Mike 
Ford, Byron Newton, David Bremner, Bruce 
Jellyman and Rebecca Keoghan. 
Grants and Sponsorship: Pub Charity, the 
Mainland Foundation, the Four Winds 
Foundation, the Pelorus Trust, Infinity 
Foundation, the Wellington District Brass 
Band Association, the Canterbury Provincial 
Brass Band Association, the Auckland Band 
Association and the Friends of the National 
Youth Band. 
Logistical Support: Squadron Leader Kelly 
Byrne and the RNZAF Base Woodbourne, 
Kevin Moseley and Marlborough District 
Brass, Nelson City Brass, Westport Municipal 

Brass, Marie Rockell – audition recording, 
Brad Mancer – programme and poster design.

2015 National Secondary Schools’ Band 
Musical Director: Mark Carter 
Management team: Evan Sayer, Joe Thomas 
and Lisa Crawley 
The Tutors: Grant Sinclair, Colin Clark, Jess 
Hix, Andrew Leech, Don Banham and 
Kevin Dell 
Grants and Sponsorship: The Pelorus Trust, the 
Sargood Bequest, the Four Winds Foundation, 
the New Zealand Army Band, the Auckland 
Band Association and the Ministry of 
Education Vacation Music Grant. 
Logistical Support: Johnstone Jones Design – 
poster design, Papakura Brass – percussion, 
Marie Rockell – audition recording, the New 
Zealand Navy Band, North Shore Brass, 
Kumeu Brass and Owen Melhuish.
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BBANZ – Directory
Postal: PO Box 35288, Shirley, Christchurch 8640 
Website: www.brassbanz.org.nz

Executive Officer: Helen Lee  
email: brass@banz.org.nz 
W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President: Evan Sayer 
30 Kowhai Avenue, Ebdentown, Upper Hutt 5018 
etsayer@paradise.net.nz M: 021 612 164 H: 04 970 
6075

Vice-President: John Sullivan, Auckland. 
 jsullivan@customcontrols.co.nz M: 021 736 832

Grant Langdon, Auckland 
langdonfamily@vodafone.co.nz 
M: 021 2147 7825

Jeffrey Mulraney JP, Blenheim.  
jeffmulraney@yahoo.co.nz M: 021 043 1154

Robert Wilson, Tauranga.  
heather.rob@xtra.co.nz H: 07 572 3765

Byron Newton, Wellington  
byron@wellingtonbrass.net.nz M: 027 350 2638

Director of Education 
Kevin Dell ONZM, Ruatoria. 
kevindell35@gmail.com M: 027 431 7803

Treasurer 
Murray Warrington, Napier. 
mwarrington@wtr.co.nz  
W: 06 835 3229 M: 021 860 128. Postal: C/- Willis 
Toomey Robinson, Private Bag 6018, Napier 4142 

National Youth Brass Band

Musical Director: David Bremner, Wellington 
Manager: Dr Garry Brown, Wellington. 
rgmbrown@xtra.co.nz M: 022 652 6081

National Secondary Schools Band

Musical Director: Mark Davey, Wellington 
Manager: Joe Thomas, Christchurch 
joebbies@gmail.com

2016 National Contest in Napier 
13 to 17 July

Contact person Murray Warrington 
mwarrington@wtr.co.nz

2017 National Contest in Wellington 
19 to 23 April

Contact person Mike Sander 
mike.sander@anzcofoods.com

Friends of the National Youth Brass Band: 
Rt. Hon. John Key – Patron, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in perpetuity), J 
Aldridge, Auckland Band Association, T and B Bremner, Canterbury Provincial Brass 
Band Association, G Coomer, T and B Cudby, J Edmondston, RA Hancock, 
RJ Harris, JB and NC Hollick, JE Irvine, DA Johnson, I Levien, AG Lewis, M Luxford, 
JR McGough, MJ Mellon, Marlborough District Brass, O Melhuish, D Miller, 
G and C Moseley, JP Musical Instruments, NZ Army Band, PA, B and M Platt, MT 
Sander, E Sayer, M Smith, J and R Sullivan, Wellington District Brass Band 
Association, R Young, G and R Yorkstone.

If you would like to support the activities of the National Youth Brass Band please 
contact the BBANZ Office.

Life Members of the BBANZ 
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan BEM, JP, 
Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell ONZM, Graham Dick, Ian Levien QSM, Tony Lewis 
MNZM, Bill Platt, Dianne Smeehuyzen, Rodney Sutton, Murray Warrington

Life Members who have served BBANZ 
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, W Currie, 
J Drew, RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin, EJ Gohns, T Goodall, 
Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall, 
JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, H Nielson, E Ormrod (sen), 
JG Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, P Skoglund, 
KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

For Sale
Beautiful trombone mouthpiece (4.5S) from the Edward’s guru Christan 

Griego, tested for one week. Generous bowl and throat, it will make your .525 
or smaller sound much bigger! Regretfully it must go to a better home – too 

good not to be used! New York blank, small shank. Cost $US160. 
Contact Robin, robinjoy@xtra.co.nz 

The New Zealand Mouthpiece
Looking for a Christmas gift for a brass band enthusiast?
How about an annual subscription to the New Zealand Mouthpiece? 

Ten colourful issues filled with news and views from around the country 
delivered to your door.

  Name:

  Address:

  Email:

Post to BBANZ PO Box 35 288 Shirley, Christchurch 8640 
or email brass@banz.org.nz

  $55.00 (within New Zealand)   $65.00 (overseas)

Payment enclosed Yes  /  No (Circle)

  or payment made electronically to BBANZ 12 3144 0112689 00.
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