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The Pink Ladies of the United Kingdom going pink for a great cause
- Breast Cancer Research.

BRAS & BRASS - “The Pink Ladies”

Some time ago I reported on a new initiative to form an all-women brass
band made up of players from across the country to come together to
perform and raise money for Breast Cancer Research New Zealand.

This band will follow on from the success of an all-women brass band in
the UK going by a similar name which has raised significant money for
charity since its launch in 2006.

It has taken time to progress this project but we have had to jump over

a couple of hurdles and one of them was around the name, which we
have now “tweaked” to Bras & Brass. We hope that the name change will
attract wider interest and bring in more players.

Thank you to the “core” group of women who have expressed interest in
getting this band underway. Your interest has encouraged the continued
establishment of the concept. We are now ready to push the “green”
light. The goals of the band are simple:

o Bring together female players from around New Zealand to make
music and to have fun doing it

« Raise valuable funds for a much needed cause
o To entertain and draw public interest

« Fellowship

o Celebrate women’s contribution to brass music

Apart from having fun and raising money for a valuable cause the
formation of the band also allows our many soloists to be in the spotlight
and to assist in the promotion of female Musical Directors. Of course
men can be involved too as long as you are prepared to wear pink, but
seriously, breast cancer affects men also. The band will welcome male
players as part of the concept, especially if we have an empty seat to fill!

It is intended to assemble our first band in Wellington 13-15 April 2018
for rehearsal and a concert, and then to perform at the 2018 National
Brass Band Champions Gala Concert in Blenheim on Sunday 15 July.

All you have to do is register now by email to either mike.sander@
anzcofoods.com or mtsander007@gmail.com. Please provide a phone
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number, your preferred instrument and seat, whether you would be
interested in a solo, and whether you are available for the above dates.
You will need to be able to make arrangements and pay for your own
travel to Wellington and Blenheim and the band management will take
care of the rest!! Please register now and no later than Friday 2 March
2018 so we can get the band finalised.

If you would like to be involved in other ways please also let me know.
There is a need for volunteers to assist with management, finance and
logistics support.

Thanks so far to Paula Boulcott (from Upper Hutt Brass) for her
work in sorting pink scarves and music banners to ensure the band
is nicely presented and to the management committee of BBANZ for
your endorsement. Also to Rhys, Riki and Tania at Brass Direct for
sponsorship that will enable the band to get a start.

Let’s get “Bras and Brass” from concept to making music, and let’s have
some great fun doing it. For any queries please do not hesitate to contact
Mike Sander on mobile 027 241 3674 or via one of the email addresses:
mike.sander@anzcofoods.com or mtsander007@gmail.com.

o Celebrate the achievements of many of our members

« and learn about a project to erect a statue to honour a well-
known composer.

Happy New Year!



A Note from our President

By the time this edition of The Mouthpiece arrives in your inbox

or on your music stand in the bandroom, the 2018 National Youth
Band will have completed its annual course and concert series.

This year’s band is under the musical direction of our Director of
Education, David Bremner, and the management of Mike Ford and
his team of helpers. 'm looking forward to hearing them in concert
in Blenheim at the new ASB Theatre which is the venue for the
National Contest in July this year. The Youth Band is always a delight
to listen to and very deserving of our support. This band, along with
its junior partner the National Secondary Schools’ Band, is the future
of banding in New Zealand. If we want to stay a strong musical
organisation we need to teach the young and, just as importantly,
support them.

One way we can ensure that these youth activities continue is to
support them via our ‘Friends of the Youth Band’ Thousands of
our members have benefited from their experience in the youth
band since it was first formed in 1959. The course costs are not
insignificant and the participants all have to make a sizeable
contribution to the costs. The balance is then raised by the band’s
management team and our Executive Officer. Fortunately this year
we have received generous support from gaming trusts and we thank
them on behalf of the brass band community for assisting our young
musicians.

End of an Era

The National Executive Committee has
already met by telephone conference so
our year is well and truly underway. With
two new committee members around the
table the agenda has started to fill with new
ideas presented with great enthusiasm.

I'm writing this column the day before
I head to Papamoa to farewell former
Executive Member Rob Wilson. Rob
passed away suddenly on Thursday 11
January at his home. Rob had been a
significant contributor around the executive table and had taken

a special interest in youth development. A fitting tribute will be
published in a future issue. I shared the youth portfolio with Rob
and you could not find a more passionate supporter and worker for
youth.

On behalf of the Brass Band Association I would like to express
our sincerest condolences to Rob’s wife
Heather, their children Gareth and Rachel
and their families.

Evan Sayer - President
Brass Band Association of New Zealand

the RNZAF Ohakea Base Air Force band and

The year 2018 will herald some major changes
for Trust Porirua City Brass Inc with long-time
musical director Kerry Garrett resigning from
the position after an outstanding term of 21
years of service to the band. Kerry took up the
role of musical director at the beginning of
1996. We believe this ranks him as one of the
longer-serving musical directors of a band in
New Zealand. Kerry’s term at the helm even
exceeds that of the original Musical Director
Louis Fox who was the band’s founder and
served the band with distinction from 1970
until 1987.

The band has prospered under Kerry’s
leadership and has consistently been placed
among the country’s top B Grade bands, also
winning the A Grade section at Wellington
District contests on a number of occasions.
He has also played a major part in training
young players and in conducting ensembles

and tutoring soloists who have gained success
in local competitions and in gaining selection
for National Youth and Secondary School
representative bands.

Under Kerry’s leadership and direction, Trust
Porirua City Brass has grown and maintained
a high musical standard, representing the city
of Porirua with distinction both locally and
nationally. Kerry was honoured in 2010 with
Life Membership of Trust Porirua City Brass
Inc., an accolade that was richly deserved.

An outstanding player in his own right, Kerry
started his banding career in Hawera under

the late Harry Farrington. This was followed
with a long period of service in Whanganui
under the guidance of the late Kevin Jarrett.

He became one of this country’s finest cornet
players and was a member of five national
bands and principal cornet for Brass Wanganui,

the National Band of New Zealand.

Along with Kerry, his wife Sally is also taking a
well-earned rest from banding. A noted flugel
horn player, Sally has decided to take time out
and will be sadly missed. Sally is also a Life
Member of Trust Porirua City Brass. The band
hopes that Kerry and Sally, as Life Members,
will recommence active service in the future.
In the meantime, sons Nicholas, the band’s
principle cornet, and Brent, on first trombone,
will continue to fly the Garrett family flag while
another member of the family, Abby, is in the
wings as a promising cornet player.

The band committee and members wish to
thank Kerry and Sally for their enormous
contributions. You will both be missed by us all.

Sandra Jones
Chairperson, Trust Porirua City Brass Inc.

Kerry Garrett directs Trust Poruria City Brass at Aotea Lagoon last summer.



The Youth Today

To kick this year off Jeff Mulraney interviews
17-year-old tenor horn player, Lachlan
Spence, from Whakatane.

The first instrument I played was a tenor
horn, why did you choose to play this
instrument?

I actually think the tenor horn chose me
when I made no improvements throughout
my first year on cornet and flugel. I really
wanted to play the flugel because I loved the
sound but the smaller mouthpiece didn’t
work for me so the horn was where I settled.

You have been in New Zealand Secondary
Schools and National Youth Brass Bands.
What have you gained from participating in
these bands?

My sense of rhythm and tuning always
benefit from these courses because you
have so little time to prepare these big
programmes that you really have to be

on top of the basics. Also having the
opportunity to be the solo horn these last
few camps has really meant that I can
improve on my ability to lead a section. Of
course all of the experiences and friendships
that just pick up where you left off each
camp are great as well.

Recent university research in the U.K.
highlights playing an instrument and
belonging to a band as important to both the
community’s and the individual’s wellbeing.
What satisfaction do you get from playing
both at home and in the public arena?
Being a member of a brass band family is
hugely satisfying for me because I can be a
part of something so social both at home
and in public; both are opportunities for
me to spend time with friends and share
in great experiences. I would say I have a
family at home and in the band room and

Congratulations

In 2017 awards for long service to the brass
band movement in New Zealand were
presented to 28 people - totalling 1293 years
of service. Our heartiest congratulations to all
those who have so freely given their time to
brass banding.

Hamilton City Brass: Lisa Marshall 38 years,
Sergio Marshall 38 years, Mason Elliot 34 years
and Sharon Porter 26 years.

Kaiapoi Brass: Ray Lane 26 years.

that is what, I think, makes it so beneficial
for a person’s wellbeing.

What have been your musical highlights so
far?

Preparing and performing both the very
challenging Journey of the Lone Wolf and
The Torchbearer on stage with Eastern BOP
Brass, especially Lone Wolf in the Michael
Fowler Centre. I also have enjoyed leading
the last two NSSBB horn sections to Section
of the Year victories.

Who or what has been your greatest
inspiration?

My family - T'll get in trouble if T pick

just one, however Dad’s (Alan Spence)
dedication to our band and its young people
is truly incredible.

How can the New Zealand brass band
fraternity best support younger players?

If greater emphasis was placed on the youth
events at Nationals then I think we would
see higher participation rates. I know that
the schedule for nationals is basically set

in stone, however a good way to ensure
that both the junior performers get to see
rewards for preparing a solo to the best

of their ability, and a greater number of
adult performers support the young talent
would be to have the winner of the Junior
Champion of Champions play in the Open
Champion of Champions and be invited to
the Invitation Slow Melody the next year.
The commissioning of new solos last year
was also a great idea but a way that it could
benefit younger players would be to have
young composers commissioned to write
simple Air Varie-style pieces that could be
played in the under 15 events. These would
be free for competitors to choose to play and
would hopefully boost participation.

Nelson City Brass: Peter Goodman 65 years and
John McGough 38 years.

New Brighton Silver Band: Errol Miller 70
years, Alan Lilley 51 years, Jim Hill 50 years,
Wendy Lilley 42 years, and Arron Hannah 30
years.

The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass: Trevor
Bremner 70 years, Betty Bremner 48 years,
Bryce Gordon 40 years and Ray Farrow 30
years.

Quick Fire Round

What type of music do you listen to the most?
Jazz

Favourite food? Sushi

Favourite place? The Netherlands

Favourite film? Dunkirk

Favourite musical instrument? Baritone Sax
Favourite piece of music? La Valse by Ravel

What make of instrument do you play and
what mouthpiece do you use?

Besson Prestige Tenor Horn and an Alliance
3 mouthpiece with a gold rim.

** If you would like to nominate a young
musician from your band to be interviewed
please email Jeff Mulraney
jeff@brassbanz.org.nz

Te Awamutu Brass: Denise Wilson 25 years.

Trust Porirua Brass: Tom Daniels 45 years and
Kerry Garrett 45 years.

Upper Hutt Brass: John Philipson 75 years.

Woolston Brass: Tony Lewis 65 years, Vince
Pheloung 58 years, Merton Tapp 56 years, Chris
Reside 53 years, Richard Hogarth 49 years,
Denis Broadbent 43 years, Gary Pinker 43 years
and Brent Hoy 40 years.

Over 188 years of brass banding commitment
was celebrated at the Devon Hotel New
Plymouth Brass annual dinner and awards
evening in November 2017 when four very
deserving members received BBANZ Long
Service awards.

Left: Bryce Gordon, Betty Bremner, Trevor
Bremner and Ray Farrow.



What’s On?

Friday 2 to Sunday 4 March
Auckland Band Association youth camp at
Sir Peter Blake Marine Centre

Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 April
Otago Southland District solo and band
contest in Dunedin.

Friday 4 to Sunday 6 May
Canterbury District youth camp and
Wellington District youth camp

Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 May
Nelson Marlborough, West Coast
Association band and solo contest.

Sunday 27 May
Auckland Band Association solo and
ensemble contest

Wednesday 11 to Sunday 15 July
National Championships in Blenheim

Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 September
Combined Central and Wellington
District Associations band contest in
Wellington.

Thank you Kent

For Alpine Energy Timaru Brass, 2017 was

a huge year as the band celebrated its 150th
Jubilee and success at provincial contests. It
was also the year that after 21 years, Kent Smith
stood down as president of the band. Kent has
been an integral part of the band over that
time, and remains on the Executive Committee
and as a player.

Kent followed in his father Doug’s footsteps

Kent Smith

r

Sunday 23 September
Auckland Band Association band contest

Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 September
Waikato BOP Association band and solo
contest in Hamilton

Canterbury Provincial Band Association
band and solo contest

Share your band events online

Are you planning a concert or other band
event? Make sure you let us and the rest of
our followers know. We can display your
event poster on our website’s home page and
share your event on our Facebook page.

and plays the trombone. Kent’s wife Sheryl
plays tenor horn in the band and their son
Anthony is a cornet player for Woolston Brass
in Christchurch. Earlier in the year both Kent
and Sheryl were presented with BBANZ Long

Service Awards for 47 and 45 years respectively.

All of those years were spent with the Timaru
band.

Kent was presented with an engraved gold

It’s simple to get your event on the BBANZ
website — all we need is a jpeg, png, or pdf
file of your event poster.

You have two options to get your event
shared on the BBANZ Facebook page:

1. When creating your event on your
band’s Facebook page add the “Brass
Band Association of New Zealand”
as a co-host of your event. This will
automatically add your event to the
BBANZ page.

OR...

2. Let us know that you've got an event
on Facebook by sending us an email
or Facebook message to inform us
that you have created an event and we
will manually add it to the BBANZ
Facebook Events list.

Email: bbanzfb@gmail.com
Facebook: @brassbanz

Website: www.brassbanz.org

watch at the band’s Christmas party to

acknowledge his contribution to the band and
to congratulate him for the long service he has

provided the band.

Kent has handed over the presidential reins
to Carolyn Parr who is looking forward to the

challenge of leading the band into another big

year of national and provincial contests.

WE WANT YOU!

Moving to Dunedin for study or work and want to continue
playing? The most progressive brass band in Dunedin wants
to hear from you! Come and join a fun, supportive group of
people with a range of experience and skill.

Situated right next to the University campus, Kaikorai
Metropolitan Brass is the perfect choice for students.

For further information email Kaikmetrobrass@gmail.com
or call in on Mondays and Thursdays at 7:30pm
106 Leith Street Dunedin

|Kaikoral

METROPOLITAN BRASS



A statue of Alex Lithgow

Who has done more than anyone else to spread the word Invercargill
around the world? Alex Lithgow, composer of the famous Invercargill
March.

Alexander Frame Lithgow was born in Glasgow on 1 December 1870, the
fourth son and seventh of nine children of Samuel and Agnes Lithgow.
Samuel was a tinsmith and gasfitter. The Lithgows sailed for New Zealand
on 25 August 1875 aboard the Peter Denny and arrived in Bluff on 25
November after a voyage of 87 days. Alex was four.

Samuel Lithgow set up a plumbing business in Invercargill and they
lived at 61 Earn Street. Alex attended Invercargill Grammar School,
later known as Middle School, in 1877 and 1878, then Invercargill South
School in 1879 and 1880. He returned for a final stint at the grammar
school in 1881 when he was ten.

They were a musical family, providing musical entertainments and
supporting the Invercargill Garrison Band. Alex began on the cornet

at age nine as a member of the family brass quartet. The following year
he joined the famous champion band of New Zealand, the Invercargill
Garrison Band. His stature was such that he had to stand on his cornet
case to see the music! Alex remained with the Garrison Band for thirteen
years until 1894, becoming solo cornet. When he was thirteen he also
began violin lessons and within a few years he was playing the first violin
in the local Theatre Royal orchestra.

Lithgow won the 1890 solo cornet championship and was appointed
leader of the Invercargill Garrison Band, whose concerts now included
Lithgow compositions. His rendering of cornet solos showed his
complete mastery of the instrument and nothing short of several encores
would satisfy audiences.

At the 1893 New Zealand Brass Band Championships in Christchurch
Lithgow again took the title of Cornet solo champion of New Zealand.
The following year he departed for Tasmania after 19 years in Invercargill
to conduct St Joseph’s Band in Launceston. He married Australian Bessie
Telfer on 6 June 1900. The Invercargill March was composed in 1909.
Lithgow wrote on the score “To Invercargill, the Southernmost City in
New Zealand (End of the World), and its Citizens, I dedicate this March
as a memento of the many pleasant years spent there in my boyhood”

THE GREAT MARCH SUCCESS

INVERCARGILL MARCH
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In 1961 Invercargill journalist Fred Miller said “Nearly 30 years later it
was a favourite of American troops and bands who regarded it as their own
and were frankly incredulous when any Kiwi modestly tried to put them
right on the point.” They apparently pronounced it with the stress on the
last syllable of Invercargill.

The fact that the Invercargill March became world famous was an
annoyance to Alex as he believed he had composed better tunes. “Blessed
Invercargill,” he would mutter to his band when the public demanded it.

Lithgow died of a stroke on 12 July 1929 following several years of ill
health during which he composed but no longer played.

In an appeal for better recognition of Lithgow’s role in making
Invercargill famous, Southland Daily News stalwart Fred Miller write an
article on 26 August 1961, “Why not a memorial for famous bandsman?”
Nothing happened except much talk.

In about 1966 a public meeting discussed ideas for suitably recognising
Lithgow in Invercargill. The ideas included an illuminated fountain, a
sound shell, a clock tower and a bursary or scholarship. In the event, it
was a plaque which was commissioned and it can be seen on the band
room in Spey Street.

Lithgow Street in Invercargill and the former Lithgow Intermediate were
named in his honour but a memorial befitting the importance of the man
who put Invercargill on the map has never been built... until now!!

In 2016 a meeting was called in response to a generous offer by
Australian sculptors Gillie and Marc for a bronze statue for Invercargill
- free of charge apart from the materials, casting expenses and transport
from Australia — an estimate of $52,000. As a result of consultation

with the Invercargill community and with strong support from local
bandsmen a Trust was formed to commission a statue of Alex Lithgow.

As a registered trust and charity we are now preparing to raise the
necessary funds to obtain the statue. It's bronze, life-size, and will be
installed in a prominent place in Invercargill. The trust expects that it
will attract the attention of visiting bandsmen and may become a focus
for busking and brass band activities. Some sort of sound system may be
incorporated so that the march can be heard.

We are expecting to raise the funds required from grants, a Give-a-little
project and from overseas bandsmen. Donations to this worthwhile
project are most welcome. Contact chairman Lloyd Esler for details

03 2130404 or esler@southnet.co.nz



National Honours

The New Year Honours list included three people with long histories of
involvement within the brass band movement.

Philip Craigie of Mosgiel received the Queen’s Service Medal for
services to music.

Philip Craigie’s noteworthy contributions to the music scene for
more than 50 years have been rewarded with a QSM.

Mr Craigie said it was an honour but he was humble about the
award.

“It’s not only an honour for me, it’s an honour for all the people that
I've interacted with over the years.

“The people that you've worked with, the people that you've taught
that have gone on to do great things, the audiences that listen and
enjoy what’s presented to them — all those are satisfying things and
they spur you on.”

Mr Craigie has contributed to the music community as a performer,
teacher, mentor, and musical director since he was in his teens.

During his 40-year teaching career, he was head of music at
Riccarton High School and Otago Boys’ High School, before being
appointed deputy principal at Taieri College (formerly Taieri High
School) and principal at Kaikorai Valley College.

During this time, he was heavily involved with the Otago Secondary
Schools’ Music Festival committee and helped prepare the
constitution for it to become an incorporated society.

He has also taught many pupils to play brass instruments through
schools, community music programmes, and as a casual teacher.

On top of his busy life in secondary education, he has been musical

director of the Mosgiel Brass Band since 1988.

He has also been involved with St Kilda Brass, conducted the
Otago Symphonic Band, conducted and led the Celebration Singers
on several national tours and a tour to Tasmania, and under his
leadership the choir produced four records.

Mr Craigie also undertook the mammoth role of chairing the
organising committee for the North Taieri Presbyterian Church’s
150th anniversary celebrations in 2016.

(Text and photograph kindly supplied by the Otago Daily Times.)

Leslie Graham of Masterton received the Queen’s Service Medal for
services to brass bands

Mr Leslie Graham has played in brass bands in Petone, Upper Hutt,
Oamaru, Milton, Mosgiel, and Dunedin over the course of 65 years,
beginning at Caversham in 1951 and ending up with Upper Hutt
Cosmopolitan Band in 2016.

Mr Graham held various offices with the Mosgiel and Kaikorai
brass bands for 30 years. After having his left arm amputated after

a farming accident in 1984 he set about relearning to play his
instrument. He acted as Drum Major for the Mosgiel Band at the
National Championship to maintain his involvement, while another
player stepped into his playing role. He worked with occupational
therapists to create a harness that allowed him to hold an instrument.
He has spent his time tutoring and mentoring young players,
organising and volunteering at music camps, and fundraising for
youth bands. He was responsible for building a learners’ group with
the Mosgiel band, which became the catalyst for programmes for
Mosgiel and Kaikorai bands. In the 1990s he assisted the Roxburgh
Band during a period of rebuilding, conducting them so they could
attend a national championship and finding them a new conductor.
Nationally Mr Graham has supported the introduction of new
sections to open up the slow melody solo competition in National
Championships and introduced the Les Graham Trophy for Open
Slow Melody event in 2015.

(Extract from the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet [DPMC]
website)

John Harrison of Lyttelton received the New Zealand Order of Merit
for services to music and theatre.

Mr John Harrison was Executive Officer of the New Zealand Brass
Bands” Association from 1979 to 2003.

During this time Mr Harrison oversaw the National Band of New
Zealand competing in the World Brass Band Championships, touring
the United States, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom, France and
Germany, and playing a role in the opening ceremony of the 1990
Commonwealth Games. From 1990 to 2009 he was also Executive
Officer of the Royal New Zealand Pipe Band Association and helped
bring the Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo to New Zealand in 2000.
He volunteered in various roles at The Court Theatre from the
mid-1970s, including a period as Chief Usher, and served on the
Trust Board from 2003 to 2013. He was Secretary and a Trustee of
The Court Theatre Foundation from 2012 to 2016 and was made the
inaugural Fellow of The Court Theatre in 2016.

Mr Harrison’s 22 year career as an announcer and programmer with
Radio New Zealand culminated in his appointment as Executive
Music Producer. In 1984 he was Vice-President of the National Music
Council. From 1985 to 2003 he compiled, hosted and produced the
weekly ‘Band Programme’ on National Radio. During the 1970s

and 1980s Mr Harrison was Choir Master at Lyttelton’s Holy Trinity
Church.

(Extract from the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet [DPMC]
website)



Quick Notes

International brass band website 4barsrest

has announced its Band of the Year for

2017. Among the top British, European and
American musicians are two New Zealanders.
Leading the percussion section is Rachel
Thomas, selected by 4barsrest based on ‘having
won the ‘Champion of Champions’ title for

a second successive year in New Zealand - a
remarkable achievement given the quality and
prestige of the contest” David Bremner was
given the top chair in the trombone section

by the 4barsrest team who wrote... David
Bremner reminded the banding world just what
an incredibly artistic performer he is (as well as
an outstanding conductor) when he was on tour
with the New Zealand National Band.

It’s a busy start to 2018 for David as he begins
the year in Australia conducting its National
Youth Band, then returns home to take our
own Youth Band. In March David is the chief
brass adjudicator at the Yamaha Australian
National Band Championships being held in
Melbourne.

The National Youth Orchestra summer course
got underway in late January and culminated
with concerts in Christchurch and Wellington.
Once again members of the brass and
percussion sections are names familiar to us as
they are members of community brass bands
and current or former members of the National
Youth Band. Congratulations to Toby Pringle
and Patrick Webb (trumpet), Dale Vail and
Louis Williams, (trombone) John Mason (tuba)
and percussionist Dominic Jacquemard. Two
more familiar names appear in other sections of
the orchestra with Matt Harris on double bass
and Finn Bodkin on oboe.

NSSBB Appointments

The BBANZ Management Committee is pleased to announce that Leigh Martin
LTCL has been appointed as the musical director of the National Secondary

Schools’ Band for 2018 and 2019.

Leigh Martin is the musical director of the Devon Hotel
New Plymouth Brass, a position he has held since 2009.
He is a Life Member of New Plymouth Brass and has
also been a member of Woolston Brass and North Shore
Brass. Leigh has won numerous Central Districts Junior
and Senior Championship titles, was the National BBb
Bass Champion in 1992 and 1996 and holds the record
for the most second placings to Phil Johnston. He has
been a member of three National Youth Bands and
eight National Bands. He has been a bass tutor at both
National Secondary Schools Bands and National Youth
Bands and is currently the Assistant Manager of the

2018 Youth Band.

Leigh served in the New Zealand Army Band from 2005 - 2009 and is a reserve
musician in that band. Leigh is a self-employed transport contractor in New
Plymouth. This allows him the time to be a brass music tutor in primary schools

and also to give private tuition.

The BBANZ Management Committee is also pleased to announce that Emily
Richards has volunteered to continue in the role of manager of the band.
Planning is already underway for the 2018 N'SSBB training course to be held in

Christchurch from 8 to 14 October.

Rachel Thomas

Congratulations to Bob Davis of Auckland
who has been elected the international
president of the International Military Music
Society (IMMS). To his knowledge, he is the
first non-musician to ever have been elected to
the position.

London-born Davis said he has always had a
love of military music, particularly marches.
As a young boy, he remembers always
requesting his uncle, a pianist, play him a
march.

In the early 1990s he became a member

of the United Kingdom branch of

IMMS. However, his involvement in the
organisation didn’t ramp up until he moved

to New Zealand more than a decade later. On
finding out there wasn’t a branch here, he
decided to start one. It's now the sixth largest of

all 32 member countries.

Davis is also the secretary of The Passchendaele
Society and Royal New Zealand Artillery Band.

(Extract from the North Harbour News.)

Nigel Seaman, the chief adjudicator at the
2017 Australian and New Zealand contests, is
returning to New Zealand during February and
March as guest conductor of Wellington Brass.
While he is here Nigel is keen to work with
bands or District Associations. He is available
to take rehearsals on a major work or concert
repertoire, sit in on preparatory rehearsals

for contest performance offering advice for
improvement (a kind of mock adjudication
session), take workshops for conductors and/
or players (especially lower brass). Please direct
inquiries to Byron Newton
byron@wellingtonbrass.net.nz

-

Calling
all young
musicians

Applications are
called for the 2019
National Youth Brass Band of New Zealand.
The band will convene in Auckland on 18
January 2019, and give one concert before
flying to Brisbane on Monday 21 January.
There will be a series of concerts in the
Brisbane/Gold Coast region, before returning
to New Zealand on Monday 28 January.
Applicants must be under 23 years of age as
at 18 January 2019. Application forms and
audition requirements can be found on the
BBANZ website. There will be a financial
commitment required from members and
information about this will be included on the
application form. Note: Those players wishing
also to apply for the 2018 NSSBB, which
will convene in October, may use the same
kaudition for both bands if they wish.

~

NATIONAL

YOUTH
BRASS BAND

J
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BBANZ - Directory

Postal: PO Box 35288, Shirley, Christchurch 8640
Website: www.brassbanz.org

Executive Officer: Helen Lee
email: helen@brassbanz.org.nz
W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839.
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President: Evan Sayer

30 Kowhai Avenue, Ebdentown, Upper Hutt 5018
email: evan@brassbanz.org.nz

M: 021 612 164 H: 04 970 6075

Vice-President: John Sullivan, Auckland.
john@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 736 832

Emily Richards — Wellington
Emily@brassbanz.org.nz
021 607 483

Sariah Ratford — Wellington
Sariah@brassbanz.org.nz
027 723 3740

Jeffrey Mulraney JP, Blenheim.
jeff@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 043 1154

Byron Newton, Wellington
byron@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 350 2638

Director of Education
David Bremner, Wellington
david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920

Treasurer

Murray Warrington, Napier.
murray@brassbanz.org.nz

H 06 844 1120

M 021 860 128

28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Youth Brass Band

Musical Director: David Bremner, Wellington
Manager: Mike Ford +64 21 708558
mike.ford@airnz.co.nz
www.facebook.com/nznybb

National Secondary Schools Band

Musical Director: Leigh Martin, New Plymouth
Co-Manager: Emily Richards, Wellington
emily@brassbanz.org.nz

2018 National Contest in Blenheim
11 to 15 July.

Contact person Brian Nicholas
barnl6@xtra.co.nz

2019 National Contest in Hamilton 10 to 14 July

Contact person: Malcolm Barr
mbarr@stjohns-hamilton.school.nz

2020 National Contest in Christchurch
8 to 12 July

Contact person: Stephen Leader
leader14@slingshot.co.nz

Words of Advice

from David Bremner, BBANZ Director of Education

Happy New Year everyone. I hope you have set great goals for 2018 and a
plan to implement them all.

I love the start of the year ... so much enthusiasm and energy for the

year ahead. The hard thing is keeping that energy up all year. Sustaining

a high level of intensity throughout the year with practise, rehearsals and
performance is very hard. I have a few ways that I approach this to make sure
that I finish the year feeling the same as I did at the beginning.

Listening: This is a key element for me. I am constantly listening to music
and always trying to find things that I can improve on. Aspire to work on
aspects of your playing with a goal of being able to navigate a variation like
Richard Marshall, or pick off a high note like David Childs. Think about
your idols when you are practising, and remind yourself how much work
they must have done to get to that level.

Rest: Don't just bash away all year round practising only to find you are
constantly fatigued and tired of practising. Take some days off from time to
time and enjoy these breaks. Plan to have a good break in the middle of the
year, maybe three days, and then get back to it! Practising doesn’t need to be
a slog, but if it does feel like that, take a day off and refresh.

Goals: I have talked a lot about goals in previous columns. Use them to have
something to work towards. Arrange regular performance opportunities to
have your playing heard, and for you to see how you are going. I have a rule,
that I try and stick to, which is that I never say ‘no’ to something because

it’s outside my comfort zone. Instead of saying no because you are worried
about something, say yes and put yourself outside your comfort zone; it’s the
only way to change that zone.

And finally lessons: Don't be afraid to play to people regularly. Its a great way
to get feedback, get nervous, and to perform what you have been working
on. Get the information you need from players you trust, record the lessons
if you are allowed to and write down the information to work on. You will hit
December full of energy and enthusiasm to work towards 2019!

Regards,
Dave

Friends of the National Youth Brass Band:

P Adams, ABI Music Ltd, B] Aldridge (in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in perpetuity),
J Aldridge, Brass Whanganui, T and B Bremner, G Coomer, T and B Cudby,

D and M Dawson, M and S Ford, RA Hancock, R] Harris, JB and NC Hollick,
DA Johnson, I Levien, AG Lewis, JR McGough, Marlborough District Brass,

O Melhuish, D Miller, G and C Moseley, ] Mulraney, NZ Army Band,

PA, B and M Platt, E Sayer, M Smith, ] and R Sullivan, The Estate of Joan Norma
Morris, R Young, S Webb.

If you would like to support the activities of the National Youth Brass Band please
contact the Executive Officer or make a donation at

www.brassbanz.org/friends-of-national-youth-band

Life Members of the BBANZ

Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan BEM, JP,

Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell ONZM, Graham Dick, Beverley Kench, Ian Levien QSM,
Stephen Leader, Tony Lewis MNZM, Riki McDonnell QSM, Bill Platt, Dianne
Smeehuyzen, Rodney Sutton MBE JP, Murray Warrington

Life Members who have served BBANZ

JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, W Currie,
] Drew, RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin, E] Gohns, T Goodall,
Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall,
JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, H Nielson, E Ormrod (sen),
JG Osborne, E Palliser, ] Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, P Skoglund,

KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

















































































































































































District Contest Results

The Nelson Marlborough West Coast Brass
Bands Association held its annual contest in
Motueka in May. The adjudicators were Peter

Adams, Dunedin and Jim Downey, Wellington

Novice solo - Under 14

1 Isaac Woolf Nelson City Brass
2 Liam Heaphy Nelson City Brass
3 Vaughan Bliss Nelson City Brass

Junior Slow Melody - Under 19

1 Jonty Zydenbos  Marlb. Dist. Brass
2 Eleanor Grigg Marlb. Dist. Brass
3 Natania Ngawhau Nelson City Brass

Intermediate Slow Melody
1 Graeme Walker = Motueka Brass

Premier Slow Melody

1 Mike Ford Nelson City Brass
2 Paul Cho Nelson City Brass
3= Graham Moseley Marlb. Dist. Brass
3= Saul Gibney Nelson City Brass
Veterans’ Slow Melody

1 Peter Goodman Nelson City Brass

2 John Richardson Motueka Brass
3= Ian Nicholas Motueka Brass
3= Barry Burgess Motueka Brass

Junior Air & Variation - Under 14

1 Jack Banks Marlb. Dist. Brass
2 JP Moynihan Nelson City Brass
3 Fredrick Duncan Marlb. Dist. Brass

Junior Air & Variation - Under 19

1 Jonty Zydenbos  Marlb. Dist. Brass
2 Eleanor Grigg Marlb. Dist. Brass
3= Natania Ngawhau Nelson City Brass
3= Oliver Scherf Marlb. Dist. Brass

Intermediate Air & Variation

1 Myles Shearer Marlb. Dist. Brass
2 Dylan Pope Marlb. Dist. Brass
3 Nicola Moynihan Marlb. Dist. Brass

Premier Air & Variation

1 Luke Spence Wellington Brass
2 Kay Mackenzie  Nelson City Brass
3 Mike Ford Nelson City Brass
Open Duet

1 Z Maxwell/G Pitcher, Nelson City Brass
2 G Walker/D Mead, Motueka Brass

Junior Ensemble
1 Motueka Brass

Open Ensemble
1 Motueka Brass No 1
2 Motueka Brass No 2

Band Results

Street March

1 Marlb. Dist. Brass

2 Nelson City Brass

3= Westport Municipal Band
3= Motueka District Brass

Champions Drum Major:
Dennis Teeling, Marlb. Dist. Brass

Traditional Contest
Hymn

1 Marlb. Dist. Brass

2 Nelson City Brass

3 Motueka District Brass

Selection

1= Marlb. Dist. Brass

1= Nelson City Brass

3= Westport Municipal Band
3= Motueka District Brass

Stage March

1= Marlb. Dist. Brass

1= Nelson City Brass

3 Westport Municipal Band

Aggregate

1 Marlb. Dist. Brass

2 Nelson City Brass

3 Motueka District Brass

Entertainment Contest

1 Nelson City Brass

1 Marlb. Dist. Brass

3 Westport Municipal Band



The Youth Today

In this issue we interview 22 year-old Sariah
Ratford, trainee doctor, member of the
National Youth Band, member of the National
Management Committee and the new reporter
for this column.

You're a busy person — how do you fit everything
into your day?

I'm still trying to figure that out myself to be
honest. I think it comes down to prioritising
and a certain amount of discipline. And
acknowledging there are times when you just
need a break as well.

What was your first musical experience?
When I was little, I used to play tapes in my
bedroom and sing along to them (“Puff the
Magic Dragon” pops to mind). And if I'm
being honest, I used to love school singing at
primary school. The first structured musical
experience that I remember is when Alan
Spence came out to my primary school with a
whole bunch of drum pads and taught us once
a week — which was a real treat since we were
out of town.

Describe how musical ability runs through your
family.

My Dad’s Dad was very musical - he played
saxophone mainly but apparently also had a
short stint on trumpet and I've been told that
all of the Ratford women could sing.

To date, what have been some of your musical
highlights?
There are so many! Three jump out at me:

The NYBB 2012 China Tour - such a great
bunch of people and my first time travelling
overseas.

Performing with Eastern Bay of Plenty Brass
during our debut performance in the A Grade
in 2017 - so proud to see the hard work of my
second whanau pay oft!

Performing with Wellington Brass at the

AGM Preview

On Saturday 10 November, every BBANZ
affiliated band, District Association and Life
Member has the opportunity to have a say

on the future of our movement, which is the
purpose of our Annual General Meeting. If all
those eligible to attend our AGM did indeed
turn up, there would be 77 representatives at
the meeting. But the reality is that often half
this number attends. To encourage greater
awareness and hopefully greater participation,
here is a preview of some of the remits on the
agenda for the 2018 AGM.

We have not received any remits from our
members but the Management Committee has
drafted two remits based on comments made
to committee members. It has been suggested
that a live draw for band stage events be held
on the Wednesday morning at the Withdrawal
Meeting of a national contest. If passed this
would certainly add a great sense of excitement
to the start of the contest. Another remit based
on conversations with committee members is
8

Australian Nationals earlier this year was
surreal.

It’s not often that we see a young person take

on an administrative role in banding. What
prompted you to apply for the National
Management Committee?

From my experience through medicine so far, I
have realised how incredibly important hearing
different points of view is for the health of our
communities. Therefore, I felt there was no
time like the present to start contributing to
our brass band community and getting our
viewpoint heard.

What have you got so far from the experience?
I have learnt a lot of new skills and have

a better appreciation of how important
heterogeneity is on a national committee

- both for skillset amongst the committee
and representation of our community. It has
also prompted me to be more grateful for
the incredible people we have amongst our
movement — especially the administrators.

Should more young people join their band or
District Association committee?

Yes, because young people have a unique
insight and understanding of their
demographic that needs to be shared in order
for bands and associations to get a better
understanding of what we want and strive for.

You have been in New Zealand Secondary Brass
Bands and National Youth Bands, what have
you gained from that?

I think the most valuable thing I have gained
from these bands is connections. If I ever want
advice or guidance, I have people I can contact
for all sorts of things. Also, as I have to move
around New Zealand a fair bit for my medical
training, being part of these bands has made
the transition between local bands much easier
as I know some people in those bands already
(from EBOP Brass to St Kilda, Hutt City Brass,
Wellington Brass, and Masterton Brass so far).

to require players over the age of 55 years to
play in either the Masters’ solo or the Open
solo — not both. This remit was submitted once
before by a band then withdrawn at the AGM
before delegates could discuss it. So here is
your chance to have a say on this.

The Management Committee has also prepared
remits regarding eligibility of soloists and
bands to qualify to compete at a national
contest and not allowing bands or soloists to
start at the national contest if trophies have
not been returned by the due date. Sounds
harsh but why does it take two months and
many, many emails for all our trophies to be
returned? And when they are not returned at
all, as happened at this year’s contest, we have
very disappointed Champions.

All positions on the 2018/19 National
Management Committee have been filled
without the need for a vote. I am pleased to
announce the committee will be:

ol 4

Is there anyone you would like to thank for
helping you with your achievements thus far?
Firstly, Alan Spence for teaching me what a
cornet was — you have opened up such a wealth
of opportunities for me and I will be forever
grateful to you (and the EBOP whanau) for
your support. Kevin Dell for your constant
support, inspiration and words of wisdom.
And Mum and Dad for driving me to band
practise back in the day and putting up with
hearing my racket for years.

Quick fire questions

What type of music do you listen to most? Soul,
Rn’B, Pop Rock

Other interests? Scuba diving, cooking, visual
art forms, literally trying any hobby I come
across.

Favourite food? Garlic bread

Favourite place? Ohope beach

Favourite film? BlacKkKlansman, The Breakfast
Club

Favourite instrument? Guitar

Favourite piece of music?

The Water of Tyne, arranged by Philip Harper
What do you dislike most?

People being dismissive and rude. And when
people chew with their mouth open.

President - John Sullivan, North Shore
Vice-President — Grant Langdon, Auckland
City

Committee members:

Emily Richards, Wellington

Sariah Ratford, Masterton

Stephen Clayton, Whakatane

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim

On the Friday evening prior to the AGM
representatives from District Associations and
the National Management Committee will
meet for a roundtable discussion. The main
topic this year will be the expansion of national
youth activities and the development of

training bands and groups within community
bands.

We look forward to hearing from you or your
representative on 10 November.

Helen Lee — Executive Officer
Brass Band Association of New Zealand



Canterbury Provincial Brass Bands’ Association — Brass Band Festival

Nine bands from Canterbury, plus Ascot Park Hotel from Invercargill, competed in solo, party and band events in Christchurch on 15 and 16
September. The chief adjudicator was Mark Davey from Wellington. Solo judges were Phil Johnston, Jeremy Thin, Slade Hocking and Thomas Eves.

Julian Hay Artistic Director of Voices Co and tutor at NASDA adjudicated the entertainment programme.

Band Results Grade = Sacred = Test Stage Ent Agg
March

Woolston Junior Band D N/a N/a Na/ 4th 4th

Nor'west Zephyrs Brass D 3rd 3rd 3rd 2nd 3rd

Rangiora Brass D 2nd 2nd Ist= Ist 2nd

Nor’'west Brass D Ist Ist Ist= 3rd Ist

Woolston Concert Brass C Ist Ist Ist Ist Ist

Addington Brass B 2nd 2nd Ist Ist Ist

Alpine Energy Timaru Brass B Ist Ist 2nd 2nd 2nd

Ascot Park Hotel Brass A 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd

Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass A 2nd 2nd 2nd 2nd 2nd

Woolston Brass A Ist Ist 1st Ist Ist
Best Soloist: Kevin Hickman, Woolston Brass U?lde," ik al%d il Cl’f(l”‘{[) zoln i

o ) Pitcaithly with chief adjudicator Mark Davey.
Best Compere: David Fiu, Addington Brass ol
Under 13 Slow Melody C and D Grade Variation
1 Will Robson Nor’'west Zephyrs 1 Vickie Ward Woolston Concert Brass
2 Luca Cable Woolston Junior Band 2 Kate Sanders Woolston Concert Brass
3 Mia Yee Nor’'west Zephyrs 3 Janet Powell Woolston Concert Brass
Under 13 Variation C and D Grade Champion: Vickie Ward, Woolston Concert Brass
1 Mia Yee Nor’west Zephyrs Open Slow Melody
2 Leon Harmon Nor'west Zephyrs . .
3 Huey Duncan Nor'west Zephyrs 1 Jacob Stonehouse Alpine Energy Timaru Brass
2 Emma McMorran Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass

Under 15 Slow Melody 3 Tania Mackay Woolston Brass
1 Hazel Wilson Woolston Concert Brass Open Variation
2 Amelie Mackay Woolston Concert Brass .
3 Zoe Johnston Woolston Concert Brass 1 Emma McMorran Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass

Under 15 Variation

1

Hazel Wilson

Woolston Concert Brass

2 Jacob Stonehouse
3 Peter Gallagher

Alpine Energy Timaru Brass
Woolston Brass

Open Champion: Jacob Stonehouse, Alpine Energy Timaru Brass

2 Amelie Mackay
3 Brendan Lancaster

Under 13 & 15 Champion:

Under 17 Slow Melody
1 Jake McNaughton
2 Cameron Hudson
3 James Paget

Under 17 Variation
1= Cameron Hudson
1= James Paget

Under 19 Slow Melody
1 Jean-Luc Pitcaithly
2 Abby Wilson

3 Zac Powell

Under 19 Variation

Woolston Concert Brass
Woolston Concert Brass

Hazel Wilson, Woolston Concert Brass

Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass
Nor’west Brass
Nor’'west Brass

Nor’'west Brass
Nor’'west Brass

Woolston Concert Brass
Woolston Concert Brass
Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass

Veterans Slow Melody
1 BobReid

Veterans Variation
1  Peter Gallagher
2 Bob Reid

3 Brian Ruffell

Rangiora Brass

Woolston Brass
Rangiora Brass
Alpine Energy Timaru Brass

Veterans Champion: Bob Reid, Rangiora Brass

Championship Slow Melody

1 Anthony Smith
2 Kevin Hickman
3 Sarah Hickman

Championship Variation
1 Anthony Smith

2 Kevin Hickman

3 Luke Christiansen

1
2
3

Jean-Luc Pitcaithly
Abby Wilson
Brayden Cottom

Under 17 & 19 Champion:

Under 15 Percussion

1 Katia Ashmore
2 Jacob Hickman
3 Elizabeth Shore

Under 19 Percussion

1
2

Jasmine Ward
Bailey Johnston

Open Percussion

1 Jonathan Tressler

C and D Grade Slow Melody
1 Kate Sanders

2 Vickie Ward

3 Daniel Redmond

Woolston Concert Brass
Woolston Concert Brass
Addington Brass

Jean-Luc Pitcaithly, Woolston Concert Brass

Nor’west Brass
Woolston Concert Brass
Woolston Junior Band

Woolston Concert Brass
Woolston Concert Brass

Leopard Coachlines Canterbury Brass

Woolston Concert Brass
Woolston Concert Brass
Nor’'west Brass

Woolston Brass
Woolston Brass
Woolston Concert Brass

Woolston Brass
Woolston Brass
Woolston Brass

Canterbury Soloist of the Year: Anthony Smith, Woolston Brass

Junior Ensemble

1 Nor'west Brass 1

2 The Next Octave, Nor'west Zephyrs
3 The Cobham Connection, Nor'west Zephyrs

Junior Percussion Ensemble
1 Woolston Concert Brass

2 Nor'west ZephyrsOpen Duet

Open Duet

1 Zac Powell/Tyme Marsters, Leopard Coachlines and Woolston Brass
2= Megan and Nina Gooding, Ascot Park Hotel Brass
2= Bob Reid/DaveThorne, Rangiora Brass

Open Ensemble

1 Addington Brass No 1

2 Nor'west Brass
3 Alpine Energy Timaru Brass



1 National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band — Manager

Applications are called for from suitably experienced managers who have the
willingness, drive, ability and patience to work with our outstanding young

g musicians during their annual training course and concert tours to be held
B BANZ - D 1r eCtor Y during the school holidays in October 2019 and 2020. A new and extended
Postal: PO Box 35288, Shirley, Christchurch 8640 format for the NSSBB course is currently under development and we want

Website: www.brassbanz.org you to be part of shaping the future of this programme.

. To apply please send a current CV outlining your management experience
Executive Officer along with a covering letter to the Executive Officer bbanzeo@gmail.com

Helen Lee before Friday 26 October 2018.

helen@brassbanz.org.nz
W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839.
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President National Youth Band - Musical Director

Evan Sayer, Upper Hutt
evan@brassbanz.org.nz

H: 04 970 6075

M: 021 612 164

30 Kowhai Avenue, Ebdentown

Applications are called for from suitably experienced musical directors
who have the musical experience and motivation skills to work with our
outstanding young musicians during their annual training course and
concert tours to be held during the school holidays in January 2020/21/22.

Vice-President To apply please send a current CV outlining your conducting and musically
John Sullivan, Auckland experience along with a covering letter to the Executive Officer
john@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 736 832 bbanzeo@gmail.com before Friday 26 October 2018.

Grant Langdon, Auckland
grant@brassbanz.org.nz M: 022 089 1162

Emily Richards, Wellington
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Sariah Ratford, Wairarapa/Wellington

sariah@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 723 3740 Natlonal Youth Band _ Manager

Byron Newton, Wellington

byron@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 350 2638 Applications are called for from suitably experienced managers who have the

willingness and ability to work with our outstanding young musicians during

Director of Education their annual training course and concert tours to be held during the school
holidays in January 2020/21/22. The role will start as the assisting manager of
David Bremner, Wellington the 2020 course and domestic tour.

david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920
david@brassbanz.org.nz To apply please send a current CV outlining your management experience

along with a covering letter to the Executive Officer bbanzeo@gmail.com
before Friday 26 October 2018.

Treasurer

Murray Warrington, Napier
murray@brassbanz.org.nz

H: 06 844 1120

M: 021 860 128

28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

Friends of the National Youth Brass Band:

P Adams, ABI Music Ltd, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in perpetuity),

J Aldridge, Brass Whanganui, T and B Bremner, G Coomer, T and B Cudby,

D and M Dawson, JW Edmondston, M and S Ford, RA Hancock, R] Harris, JB and
National Youth Brass Band NC Hollick, DA Johnson, I Levien, AG Lewis, JR McGough, Marlborough District
Brass, O Melhuish, D Miller, G and C Moseley, ] Mulraney, NZ Army Band,

PA, B and M Platt, E Sayer, M Smith, ] and R Sullivan, The Estate of Joan Norma
Morris, S Webb.

Musical Director: David Bremner, Wellington
Manager: Mike Ford M: 021 708558
mike.ford@airnz.co.nz

www.facebook.com/nznybb If you would like to support the activities of the National Youth Brass Band please

contact the Executive Officer or make a donation at

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band - o
www.brassbanz.org/friends-of-national-youth-band

Musical Director: Leigh Martin, New Plymouth

Manager: Emily Richards, Wellington Life Members of the BBANZ
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483 Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan BEM, JP,
Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell ONZM, Graham Dick, Beverley Kench, Ian Levien QSM,
2019 National Contest in Hamilton 10 to 14 July Stephen Leader, Tony Lewis MNZM, Bill Platt, Dianne Smeehuyzen, Rodney Sutton
Contact person: Malcolm Barr MBE JP, Murray Warrington
mbarr@stjohns-hamilton.school.nz Life Members who have served BBANZ
2020 National Contest in Christchurch JE Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, W Currie,
8 to 12 July ] Drew, R]J Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin, E] Gohns, T Goodall,

Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall,

JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, H Nielson,
E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, ] Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, P
Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

Contact person: Stephen Leader
leader14@slingshot.co.nz


http://www.brassbanz.org/friends
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com

musicians helping musicians

MUSICWORKS IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW FULL-TIME
SPECIALIST BRASS AND WOODWIND TECHNICIAN

EDUAHDU SALGADO -

EDUARDO IS A FULLY TRAINED PROFESSIONAL REPAIR TECHNIGIAN AND HAS TRAINED AT
BUFFET CRAMPON AND SELMER IN PARIS, AND ALSO AT SCHREIBER AND BESSON
IN GERMANY.

HEAVILY INVOLVED IN THE LOCAL MUSIC SCENE HE RAN HIS OWN REPAIR COMPANY IN
PORTUGAL BEFORE MOVING CANADA TO WORK WITH THE TEAM AT MUSIC TECH SERVICE IN
TORONTO FOR THE LAST 5 YEARS. WE ARE VERY HAPPY TO HAVE EDUARDO AND HIS FAMILY
RELOCATE TO NEW ZEALAND AND HE WILL BE BASED FROM OUR NEW PURPOSE BUILT
WORKSHOPS IN OUR HOBSON STREET STORE, 141 HOBSON STREET AUCKLAND, MONDAY T0
FRIDAY.

AS A PROFESSIONAL MUSICIAN EDUARDO (MAIN INSTRUMENTS BEING THE EUPHONIUM AND
TUBA] WAS ALSO HEAVILY INVOLVED IN MUSIC IN PORTUGAL, BEING THE PRESIDENT OF THE
ALVARENSE MUSICAL SOCIETY, PRESIDENT OF THE UNION OF BANDS COUNCILS IN AQEUDA,
AND HAS ORGANISED MANY CONCERTS AND MUSIC FESTIVALS.

FROM HIS WORKSHOP EDUARDO IS HAPPY TO OFFER ALL LEVELS OF

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE FOR CUSTOMER'S INSTRUMENTS, FROM A GENERAL SERVICE T0
RESTORATION WORK.

PLEASE FEEL FREE T0 COME IN STORE, WELCOME EDUARDO, TALK REPAIRS, AND
MAINTENANCE ON YOUR INSTRUMENTS.

EDUARDO CAN BE CONTACTED ON (09) 303 1919 OR BWREPAIR@MUSICWORKS.CO.NZ

@ YAMAHA
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Bravo! 2018 National
Secondary Schools'
Brass Band.
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Having joined NSSBB as Year 9 students in 2014, Lachlan Spence, Jack

McKenzie, Clarke Spence, Leo Read, Mollie Cornfield and Sarah Wright
completed five years (long service) with the band.
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In this issue we:

 Report on the 2018 National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band,

« Learn about the role of bandsmen at the Front in WW1,

« Report results from the Auckland and Waikato Bay of Plenty
District contests,

 And our president Evan Sayer shares his final column.

Happy banding.




A Note from our President

This is the 60 President’s column that I have written and my
last. The Association’s Annual General Meeting is now just days
away after which the Association will have a new president to
guide our organisation forward.

While preparing my last column I reflected on my thirteen
years on the Management Committee and have come up with
a list of the things that have impressed me and are important
to our organisation. I initially wanted to call it “The Good, The
Bad and The Ugly’ but decided that the bad and ugly are really just works in progress.

The Good (in no particular order)

Our National Bands, including both the National Secondary Schools’ Band and the
National Youth Band. The latter two bands are our future.

The support from sponsors and gaming trusts.

The musicians prepared to pass on their skills.

A treat especially for our President, enjoyed on a
recent holiday.

The volunteers.
The visitors to our shores, whether judges or competitors.

The members of the National Executive, both present and past, with whom I have had
the privilege of working.

Our Executive Officer, Treasurer, and Chief Military Judge.

Our national contests and those who support them, and in particular three
knowledgeable gentlemen whose presence, support and friendship I have really
appreciated.

The many friends I have made through music and banding.

And since 2012 the Net Members’ funds have increased by $89,058 while each year
the Association has run a full programme of activities.

The works in progress

Better funding.

Creative New Zealand.

Acceptance by others of our place in the musical arts scene.
Supporting of our fellow bands.

Acknowledgement of the benefits of music to society and allowing music to assume
its rightful place in life.

In my research for these columns I have been inspired at times by quotes from various
people. I would like to conclude this column with just a few of them.

“Music washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.” - Berthold Auerbach

“Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life
to everything” - Plato

“Music is the wine that fills the cup of silence.” - Robert Fripp
“Music can change the world because it can change people.” - Bono
“Where words fail, music speaks.” - Hans Christian Andersen

“Music is an element that should be part and parcel of every child’s life via the education
system.” - Victoria Wood

“Without music, life is a journey through a desert.” — Pat Conroy

“Music is the literature of the heart; it commences where speech ends” — Alphonse de
Lamartine

It has been a privilege to work with so many talented and wonderful people who have
been prepared to share their gifts with our brass banding community. Sadly some are
no longer with us. I would like to say a very big thank you

to all for a most enjoyable and at times challenging journey.

Evan Sayer W

President, Brass Band Association of New Zealand /"“ ;

Jonty Zydenbos from Marlborough Boys' College the
recipient of the NSSBB Best Soloist award.



2018 NSSBB

Another year, another fantastic National
Secondary Schools’ Brass Band course has come
to a close.

The band met in Christchurch on Monday

8 October and gave two performances later
that week — in Timaru on 12 October and
Christchurch on 13 October.

It was amazing what the band was able to
achieve in such a short space of time. The
quality of the young musicians in the band
meant that we were able to give a very polished
performance of a substantial programme with
only four days of rehearsal.

On Thursday of the course, musical director
Leigh Martin unfortunately injured his knee,
which required surgery and meant that he
wasn't able to participate in the rest of the
course. While the loss of a conductor could
have been a showstopper, LCPL Raynor Martin,
Tyme Marsters and SSGT Nick Johnson, who
were all part of the tutoring team, immediately
stepped up and split the programme between
them for the remainder of the course and the
concerts. The band (and band manager!) were
lucky to have such a talented pool of conductors
to call upon at very short notice, and are hugely
grateful to all three of them for filling in.

Leigh’s absence for the tail end of the course
was not only hugely disappointing for Leigh,
given all the effort he had put into preparing
for the course and working with the band,

but also meant the band had to adjust to new
conductors. However, they rose to the challenge
and gave two polished performances in Timaru
and Christchurch. Thanks to video calling,
Leigh was able to watch the second half of the
Timaru concert.

Virtuoso cornet player Trevor Bremner
performed three pieces with the band, including
the world premiere brass band performance

of Black Tears, a tribute to the miners killed in
the Pike River tragedy which was written by his
son, Fraser Bremner. Trevor is one of the most
talented cornet players in New Zealand and the
band learned a lot from him during the week as

they listened to him prepare his performance.
The cornet section was also lucky enough to
have him as a tutor during the course.

The theme of the concert was ‘Home of
Legends; and it featured a selection of pieces
including Legends of Cyfarthfa, Blue Thunder
and an amazing arrangement of Men of Harlech.
The concerts also featured two soloists from
the band - the current Junior Champion

of Champions, horn player Lachlan Spence
playing Autumn Leaves, and Jonty Zydenbos on
flugel horn playing Wild Mountain Thyme. It
was fantastic to be able to showcase the talents
of these very talented young musicians, as well
as section features from the horns (Here, There
and Everywhere), and the trombones (Peace Like
A River) who were awarded ‘Section of the Year.
The band included some of the finest young
musicians from across the country and hearing
the band makes me confident that brass bands
will go from strength to strength in the future.
A huge thanks to Major Graham Hickman

and the New Zealand Army Band for all their
support — they not only provided a number of
tutors, but also transport, percussion, stands,
and the assistant band manager, Pte John
Mason. Thanks also to our talented team of
tutors, Alpine Energy Timaru Brass, Helen

Lee for her advice and support, Brian Clark

for his magnificent compeering, Morrine
Martin for her support (and crowd control),
Dave Johnstone for being the official band
photographer, and all our sponsors, supporters
and audience members.

On behalf of the band, we wish Leigh all the
best for a speedy recovery, and look forward
to seeing him back at the helm of next year’s
National Secondary Schools” Brass Band.

And last but by no means least, a massive thank
you to all of the band members for your hard
work before and during the course - you were
a pleasure to work with, and I'm really proud of
what you achieved over the course of the week.

Emily Richards
Band Manager

Congratulations to all the band
members especially the following who
received awards:

Principal Cornet: Clarke Spence,
Trident High School, Whakatane

Best Audition: Lachlan Spence,
Trident High School, Whakatane

Best Section: Trombones — Leo Read
(Home Schooled, Whakatane), Jack
McKenzie (James Hargest College,
Invercargill), Connor Rabbidge
(Timaru Boys’ High School), Natania
Ngawhau (Nayland College, Nelson),
Ryan Shoemark (New Plymouth Boys’
High School), Nick Scott (St Kentigern
College, Auckland) and Rebecca
Harris (Rangi Ruru Girls’ School,
Christchurch.)

Outstanding Musician: Jonty
Zydenbos, Marlborough Boys’ High
School

Most Improved Player: Rebecca
Harris, Rangi Ruru Girls’ School,
Christchurch

Special Mention: Anna Lee-Sanderson,
New Plymouth Girls’ High School

Bands Person of the Year: Ethan
Mancer, Whanganui High School

BBANZ would like to thank the
following organisations for their help
with logistics and funding:

The New Zealand Army Band, Alpine
Energy Timaru Brass, the Ministry

of Education’s Secondary Vocation
Music Grant, Four Winds Foundation,
The Sargood Bequest, Mainland
Foundation, Infinity Foundation,
Southern Trust, NZ Community Trust,
St Margaret’s College, BP Community
Funding and Phantom Billstickers.



NSSBB tutors: Back row: SGT Yorkstone, LCPL Martin, PTE Mason, Tyme Marsters.

Front row CPL Lee, PTE Scott, musical director Leigh Martin, guest soloists Trevor Bremner and SSTG Johnson.

NSSBB Best Sectm'z:I.'Ba_
Rebecca Harris, Natania Ngawhau and Leo Read.

What’s On?

Sunday 4 November
AGM of the Canterbury Provincial Brass
Band Association.

Friday 9 November

Meeting of the District Associations,
7.00pm West Plaza Hotel, 110 Wakefield
Street, Wellington.

Saturday 10 November

BBANZ Annual General Meeting to be
held at the West Plaza Hotel, 110 Wakefield
Street, Wellington.

Feilding Brass’ end of year concert, 2.00
pm at Feilding Civic Centre, Aorangi Street,
Feilding.

Sunday 11 November

Armistice Day Commemorative Peace
Concert, Woolston Brass in conjunction
with Music Canterbury at The Air Force
Museum of New Zealand, 45 Harvard Ave,
Wigram, Christchurch.

Thursday 6 December
Christmas Cheer with Kumeu Vintage
Brass at Maygrove Village, 2.00pm at 65
Tauranga Place, Orewa
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Sunday 9 December

Woolston Family Christmas Concert,
3.00pm at Christchurch Boys’ High School
auditorium. Performances by all three
Woolston bands.

Thursday 13 December

Christmas Cheer with Kumeu Vintage
Brass at Hibiscus Coast Village, 4.00pm at
101 Red Beach Road, Red Beach.

Sunday 16 December

Christmas Cheer with Kumeu Vintage
Brass at Orewa Community Church,
10.00am at Amorino Drive, Orewa.

Wednesday 19 December

Brass in Class holiday programme
organised by the Auckland Bands
Association and North Shore Brass and led
by David Bremner. At the North Shore Band
Room from 8.30am. For more information
contact ABA president Owen Melhuish
Owen.Melhuish@westpac.co.nz

2019

Friday 18 to Monday 28 January
2019 National Youth Brass Band training

Front row - Ryan Shoemark, ;

NSSBB - a player’s
perspective

It was my first time auditioning for
the National Secondary Schools’
Brass Band and to tell the truth I was
a bit apprehensive to join because

of the cost and travel it involved.

I'm really glad I did as I soon found
out how much fun it was! It was a
brilliant experience and I would
recommend auditioning to any
young up-and-coming brass players.
We practised hard for up to seven
hours each day including section
practises led by our amazing tutors.

I learned a lot from them and from
my fellow players as well. It was
great being a part of a different
band, having to get used to how the
people beside me played and trying
to get used to the different tuning
and techniques. I thought our soloist
Trevor Bremner was a brilliant player
and a great inspiration to the rest of
the band. I will most definitely be
auditioning next year as I thoroughly
enjoyed myself, made lots of new
friends and learned heaps!

Natania Ngawhua
Whg Nayland College
and Nelson City Brass

course in Hamilton then concert tour of
Queensland, Australia.

Sunday 20 January

2019 National Youth Brass Band in
concert, 5.00pm at the Dr John Gallagher
Concert Chamber, Gate 2B, Knighton Rd,
University of Waikato, Hamilton.

Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 April

Otago Southland District Band
Association solo and band contest hosted
by Roxburgh Pioneer Energy Brass in
Roxburgh.

Friday 10 to Sunday 12 May
CPBBB Youth band camp at Living
Springs, Governors Bay, Banks Peninsula.

Friday 25 to Sunday 27 October
Westport Municipal Band - celebrating
150 years. Register your interest at email:
2019wmb150@gmail.com or Facebook:
WMB150

** Any activities happening in your
community next year? Let people know by
sending details to the editor at
bbanzeo@gmail.com



Remembering the Bandsmen of WW1 | ®

By Warrant Officer Denis Spurdle RNZAF

Massed bands being conducted at the New Zealand Divisional following a band contest at the Front.

As the commemorations for the 100*
Anniversary of World War I come to a close, I
thought it appropriate to reflect on the service
Bandsmen gave during the war.

Bands in New Zealand have had a close
association with the military dating back to the
British military bands that accompanied their
Regiments to New Zealand in the mid-19*
century. During the subsequent years many
bands formed associations with the military in
some form.

According to Australian musicologist John
Whiteoak, brass band music peaked as a
dominant form in popular music in 1914. Brass
band music was the music of the people. The
renowned politician, John A. Lee, spoke for
many when he described the comforting tones
of a brass band as being an essential element of
the early 20" century sound scape.

As a result, with the outbreak of war in early
August 1914, defence authorities were quick
to see the need for bands as they were a
prominent part of society and the military.
They could provide the pomp and ceremony
required for parades and civic occasions and
offer entertainment for the troops. There was
also no shortage of bandsmen eager to enlist;
some bands even offered to enlist en masse, so
they could serve together.

In late August 1914, when a New Zealand
contingent was sent to invade and occupy

the German territory of Samoa, a band of 26
musicians from 5" Wellington Regiment Band
was among the troops. In Samoa the band
played God Save the King at the proclamation
of occupation and marched the troops

back to their quarters. The band was busy
accompanying the troops on route marches and
relieved the boredom with regular concerts.

Camps were established in New Zealand to
mobilise troops and bands were part of all

the battalions raised for the war effort. These
battalion bands performed at concerts and
public events, raising morale and funds for the
war effort. Another important role was that

of bugle calls, which was how a soldier’s day
was regulated, with a different call for each
activity. At church services bands provided the
accompaniment to the hymns: O God Our Help
in Ages Past, Nearer My God to Thee and Abide
with Me, being popular hymns of the day. The
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effect of thousands of men singing these hymns
accompanied by a band was said to be very
moving.

At a farewell concert in the Wellington Town
Hall, the Governor General Earl of Liverpool,
presented the Bandmaster of the Rifle Brigade,
Lieutenant Pat Cole, with a silver-mounted
baton that he carried with him for the rest of
the war. The following day the band marched
with 5000 soldiers through the packed streets of
Wellington to embark on their ships for Egypt.

Bands encountered problems once in Egypt.
Now they were on active service their purpose
was uncertain. Back home, the bandsmen

had become accustomed to their role as
morale boosters and fundraisers and most
were treated well. Now closer to the action
were they infantrymen, stretcher bearers or
bandsmen? They had to work out how to carry
rifles or stretchers with their instruments and
music. Bandsmen were seen as troublesome to
many Commanding Officers and relationships
between bands and the top brass was at times
antagonistic, especially at the beginning of
the war. The two cultures didn’t always merge
easily. The phrase ‘Soldiers first, bandsmen
second’ always caused problems when bands
were expected to perform after periods away
from their instruments. There also was the
problem of sand in their instruments. ‘Not a
slide or valve could move’ The sands of Egypt
were very troublesome as with the slightest
breeze the sand would rise and cause trouble.

While in Egypt the bands performed at
hospitals, on route marches and at parades in
preparation for the Gallipoli campaign. Bands
were part of the Anzac force that landed in
Gallipoli in April 1915. The bass drum from
the Canterbury Regiment Band with bullet
holes from the Gallipoli campaign still survives
today and bugles played at Gallipoli are still in
playing order with many being family treasures.

When the NZ Expeditionary Force (NZEF)
was transferred to the Western Front, bands
continued to reveal their true value. The bands
played as the soldiers marched to the Front
and entertained them when they returned.
Bandsmen were stretcher bearers during

the day and would return from the trenches

to their billets and play during the evening.
This was all right for a time, until some of

the bandsmen were killed or wounded. The

loss of these bandsmen, and the lack of ready
replacements, meant that many bands had to
stop functioning. As the war progressed the
Commanders became aware of the specialist
nature of the bandsmen and the important

role a functioning band played in relieving
boredom and bolstering morale, so the amount
of stretcher-bearing duties bandsmen did
declined.

Most of the New Zealand Regiments had bands
and were justly proud of them. Even at the
Front the urge for competitions continued,
and towards the end of the war contests were
held. At one of these, a march competition,

the Director of Music of the famous Grenadier
Guard Band, Captain Williams, adjudicated.
This contest was held at St Leger in the Amiens
area on 27 June 1918 and twelve bands
competed. The winners were the 2nd Battalion
Canterbury Regiment Band conducted by
Sergeant Major R. S Allen.

The Bandmaster of the NZ Rifle Brigade,
Lieutenant Pat Cole, reported that of the 34
bandsmen who left New Zealand in his band,
only ten returned home still playing. Six were
killed in action and the remaining eighteen
were either wounded or returned due to illness.
Cole himself was wounded in August 1918.
After two evening performances, Cole had

just settled into his stretcher when a bomb
exploded nearby throwing him against a tent
pole. Cole was badly wounded along with three
other bandsmen. “After that I saw no more of
them nor my Band” Cole wrote. That war-
wound kept Cole an invalid for the rest of this
life. Before he died in 1957 he financed the Pat
Cole Medal to be presented to the youngest
winning soloist at our National Contest.

Of course, not all civilian bandsmen served
in military bands during the war. A New
Zealand bandsman whose name lives on
today is Thomas Cooke VC. Cooke was born
in Kaikoura and was a cornet player who had
been a member of the Wellington Garrison
Band. In 1912 he moved with his young
family to Australia and when war broke out
enlisted into the Australian Imperial Force as
an Infantryman. He was awarded the Victoria
Cross posthumously for extreme valour under
fire as a machine-gunner at Pozieres in the
Battle of the Somme on 24 July 1916. The
medal was presented to his widow, who had



returned to New Zealand, by the Governor
General the Earl of Liverpool at Government
House Wellington and is now on display at the
Army War Museum in Waiouru.

Although they did not march with their
regiments into the smoke and din of battle,
bands played an effective and important role

A brass band plays at the New Zealand Rifle Brigade camp near Ypres, Belgium, on 19 September 1917.

Ken Smith Recordings

Plans are under way to assemble an All

Star Band in February 2019 to celebrate the
arrangements of Ken Smith by making a
recording of his most notable brass band
pieces. Some of the arrangements were crowd
favourites of the 1985 National Band of which
Ken was the Musical Director. That band was
awarded the highest points for brass bands

at the World Music Concourse in Kerkrade.

The 1985 National Band ofNew Zealand
lgr
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behind the firing lines where they proved a
morale booster to many a battle-weary soldier.
“Bandsmen,’ said the Commander of the NZEF,
General Sir Alexander Godley, “were one of the
army’s greatest assets and contained many of
the very best and bravest solders.”

After the war many band rotundas were erected

Many New Zealand brass players will be aware
of Ken'’s prowess as musician, cornet and
trumpet player and conductor. For example,

he is the only New Zealander to have judged at
the British Open Championships, which he did
twice. Ken Young (formerly Director of Music
for the NZSO) and Peter Adams (Associate
Professor at the University of Otago) and

both directors of past National Youth Bands
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as memorials to the bandsmen that served in
World War One, Lest we Forget.

For more information on this topic I
recommend Chris Bourke’s excellent book
Good-bye Maoriland - The Songs and Sounds of
New Zealand Great War.

have agreed to be the Musical Directors.

Major Graham Hickman (NZ Army Band)
will produce the recording and many of the
country’s leading players have already agreed
to play in the band. Principal Cornet and
Euphonium players of the 1985 National Band,
Kevin Dell and Errol Moore, are leading the
concept, organisation and fund raising.
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Meet our new Management Committee Members

Brian Nicholas B.Com (Mgmt),
MNZIMS, AT

My banding life began in 1970
as a tenor horn player with
Nelson Municipal Band (now
Nelson City Brass), where I
quickly became involved in
administrative matters serving
on the Band Committee and

as Chairman of Supporters
Committee at age 14. Other
roles with Nelson Band included
librarian, instrument custodian,
and band sergeant.

After moving to Masterton I
became Secretary of Masterton
Municipal Band (now Masterton
and Districts Brass) before moving to Blenheim after just two years.

In Blenheim my administrative skills were quickly realised and over
the ensuing years I became Secretary, Contest Manager, and Chairman
of Blenheim Municipal Band, now Marlborough District Brass. After
chairing three Nelson Marlborough West Coast Provincial Contests I
became Chairman of the 2018 National Championships committee in
Blenheim.

I am currently Chairman and Life Member of the Marlborough
District Brass Band, and am pleased to now be serving the Brass Band
Association of New Zealand.

My commercial life has also been in Administration and Management,
currently with the local electricity network, Marlborough Lines.

Stephen Clayton

Having tried several years ago
(unsuccessfully) to join the
National Management Committee
I decided it’s about time to give

it another crack. I am hugely
excited about making a difference
and supporting our bands in a
different capacity.

Ilive in the stunning Eastern Bay
of Plenty and have been involved
in bands in the Bay of Plenty area
for well over 40 years. 'm married
to Claire, have four adult children
and two gorgeous grandchildren
who live in Whakatane. My
commercial life has been in

banking.

My family have been influential in banding in New Zealand since the
1950s when my grandfather, Elgar, accepted the position of conductor
for Invercargill Garrison Band and went on to conduct the 1970 National
Band of New Zealand. My father Colin conducted many National Youth
Bands and was the soprano player for four National Bands.

I am a bass player and Life Member of Eastern Bay of Plenty Brass. I am
currently President of Waikato Bay of Plenty Brass Bands Association
and EBOP Brass. I have been on the contest committee of two National
Contests in Rotorua (one at very short notice). I love our family band in
Whakatane and look forward to adding value to our bands nationally.




The Youth Today

In this issue we interview 14 year-old Liam
Wright, member of the National Secondary
Schools’ Brass Band, North Shore Brass and a
recent addition to the 2019 National Youth Brass
Band.

What was your first musical experience?
Christmas Eve at the late Riki McDonnell’s
house listening to friends and family playing
carols in a small brass ensemble when I was
about five.

Describe how musical ability runs through your
family.

Both my mum and dad have played in brass
bands for a lot longer than I can remember.
Mum plays Flugel Horn and Dad plays
Trombone in North Shore Brass

What was your first musical instrument and why
did you choose to play it?

The B flat cornet. After listening to a brass band
recording of Pirates of the Caribbean on the
way home from primary school and liking the
sound of the cornets.

What other musical instruments do you play?
Playing a lot of trumpet at Westlake Boys’ High
School and spent some time playing flugel horn
which I really enjoyed.

To date, what have been some of your musical
highlights?

Winning my first solo playing Softly Awakes My
Heart at the Auckland regional contest in 2017.
Being offered principal trumpet at Westlake
Boys’ for all the premier bands. Winning the
Under 15 Cornet National title in 2018.

You have been in New Zealand Secondary
Schools’ Brass Band before, what have you
gained from that experience?

It was a great experience sitting on Repiano

surrounded by good players which gave me the
motivation to work harder. Also meeting lots of
new friends that I now catch up with a couple
of times a year.

What sort of things would you like to see happen
to support young brass players in NZ?

I am lucky because I go to a school where music
is strongly supported and play in North Shore
which has a strong junior/academy focus. It
would be great to see this level of commitment
happening nationally.

Who or what has been your greatest inspiration?
I grew up in a brass band environment
surrounded by some of New Zealand’s best-
known players and also sitting on stage with
Harmen Vanhoorne wishing I could play like
him.

Music making should be fun, describe any
amusing moments that you can recount.
Dropping my mute during the hymn at my first
North Shore Brass concert. Not everyone was
amused... sorry Colin.

Is there anyone you would like to thank for
helping you with your achievements thus far?
Mum and Dad for keeping me going when I
found it tough and wanted to give up.

What do you hope to achieve in the future?
My ambition is to play principal cornet in one
of the world’s best brass bands.

Rapid fire questions

What type of music do you listen to most?
Seriously... I listen to all kinds of music

Other interests? Basketball, Water Sports...Girls!

Favourite food? Pizza
Favourite place? Lake Tarawera

WOI‘ dS Of AdViCC from David Bremner, BBANZ Director of Education

I recently tuned into the BBANZ Facebook
page and watched the National Secondary
Schools’ Brass Band concert from Christchurch.
Firstly, congratulations to Nick Johnson,
Raynor Martin and Tyme Marsters for doing

a wonderful job of stepping in at the last
minute to cover for Leigh Martin, who had a
serious accident. The standard of the band was
testament to the hard work Leigh put in during
rehearsals, and I know he would have been
gutted not to conduct the concerts. All the best
for a swift recovery, Leigh.

Congratulations to the band for your great
playing and hard work, it was a very enjoyable
concert. It was also amazing, as it has been my
whole life, to hear my father Trevor perform
as soloist in the concert. If anyone wants to
learn about work ethic, look no further. Dad
is a wonderful role model for these young
musicians, showing at the age of 76 that he is
still playing as well as ever, because of all the
hard work he still puts in every day.

Applications close on 9 November to be part
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of Chamber Music New Zealand’s residency
in Nelson with the wonderful brass ensemble
Septura. Septura is made up of some of the
United Kingdom’s finest brass players, and will
be touring New Zealand next April. Their tour
will take in concerts throughout the country,
but they are starting with a four day residency
for brass players in Nelson. Head to www.
chambermusic.co.nz/residency to find out
more and apply to be either a performer or an
observer. This is an amazing opportunity to
get up close with one of the world’s finest brass
ensembles. Don’t miss out on this chance to
learn from the best.

I'll be in Auckland on Wednesday 19 December
leading the Brass in Class holiday programme
organised by the Auckland Bands Association
and North Shore Brass. What a great way for
young band members to start their school
holidays.

All the best,
Dave

Favourite film? RV

Favourite instrument? Cornet and Bass Guitar
Favourite piece of music? Song For Hope played
at Cancerblows

What do you dislike most? Too many hashtags at
the start of the stave.

For the more technical amongst us; what make of
instrument and mouthpiece do you play.

Yamaha Xeno, Dennis Wick 4

Trevor Bremner




District Contest Results

The Auckland Bands Association held its annual solo contest on 27 May; the adjudicators were Vaughan McDonald and Ross Gerritsen. The band
contest was held on 23 September at the Hawkins Theatre in Papakura. The chief adjudicator was Ken Young, Wellington with Graeme Gillies,
Auckland as assistant adjudicator.

Under 11 years Slow Melody Any Age
1 Matt Donaldson Kumeu Evolution Brass 1 Andrew Large Waitakere Auckland Brass
2 Lisiate Seau Waitakere Auckland Brass 2 Geoft Mansell Auckland City Brass
3 Callum Shuker-Brown North Shore Brass Academy 3 Andrew Leech North Shore Brass
Slow Melody under 13 Years Not Slow Melody Any Age
1 Harry Parker North Shore Brass Academy 1 Andrew Large Waitakere Auckland Brass
2 Ofa Tu'uefiafi Waitakere Auckland Brass 2 Anne Filimoehala Waitakere Auckland Brass
F i A ity B
Not Slow Melody under 13 Years 3 Fakaanga Uasike uckland City Brass
1 Harry Parker North Shore Brass Academy Not Slow Melody Championship
2 Ofa Tu'uefiafi Waitakere Auckland Brass 1 Steven Booth Waitakere Auckland Brass
Slow Melody under 16 Years i ?elﬁra%vlzzghwmk Ez‘rliiikgraesfrass
1 Chris Rowe North Shore Brass Academy ¥
2 Mikaela Keer-Keer North Shore Brass Academy Slow Melody Championship
3 Jack Sinclaire Waitakere Auckland Brass 1 Steven Booth Waitakere Auckland Brass
2 M Borthwi h Shore B
Not Slow Melody under 16 Years 3 Lir‘ig?%ﬂ;i;}‘:ﬁ: &Ziakir: fuci:i:snd Brass
1 Chris Rowe North Shore Brass Academy
2 Jack Sinclaire Waitakere Auckland Brass Veterans
Restricted over 16 Years 1 MurTay Borthwick North Shore Brass
1 Meletaufa To'wefiafi Waitakere Auckland Br 2 Edwina Thorne Rotorua Brass
cletauta fwueha artakere Auckia ass 3 Anne Robertson-Bickers Howick Brass

Slow Melody under 19 Years

1 Aiden Whyte Auckland City Brass Parent/Child/Family Group

1 Sullivan Family North Shore Brass Academy
Slow Melody over 19 Years (Novice) 2 Shuker-Brown Family North Shore Brass Academy
1 Lydia Luan Howick Brass Open Duet
2 Lisi Mausia Waitakere Auckland Brass 1 S Booth/G Langdon, Waitakere Auckland Brass
2 H Lea/F Uasike, Auckland City Brass
A Section ‘ Sacred ‘ Major | March ‘ Solo | Light | Public | Agg.
Item | work Music | Appeal Special Trophies from the Auckland Bands
Papakura City Brass 4th 4th 4th 4th 2nd 4th 4th Association band contest:
Auckland City Brass 3rd 3rd st 2nd 4th 3rd 3rd Best Soloist Youth Section: Takapuna Youth
City of Sails Auckland Brass ~ 2nd 2nd 3rd 3rd 3rd 2nd 2nd B
North Shore Brass Ist Ist 2nd Ist Ist Ist Ist
B Section Best Compere Youth Secti(?n: North Shore
Kumeu Brass 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd Brass Academy Understudies
Howick Brass 1st Ist 2nd 2nd 2nd Ist Ist Best compere over A & B sections: Lee
North Shore Brass Academy  2nd ~ 2nd Ist Ist Ist 2nd 2nd Martelli-Wood, City of Sails Auckland Brass
. . . Jack McDonnell Memorial Cup for
Touiia estion ‘ Music ‘ e Al gzt outstanding contribution to the youth of
North Shore Brass Academy Understudies 2nd 2nd 2nd Auckland Bands Association was awarded to
IJan Levien.
Takapuna Youth Brass Ist Ist Ist

J )

The cornet section from Eastern Bay of Plenty Development Squad to the fore at the Waikato Bay of Plenty District contest. Photograph courtesy of Richard Lummus
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The Waikato Bay of Plenty Association held its annual solo and band contest on 29 and 30 September in Hamilton. The adjudicators were Tyme
Marsters of Christchurch, Brent Large of Auckland and Te Reo Hughes of Hamilton.

Novice

1 Greta Jackson
2 Lizzie Barr

3 Sonya Pearce

Under 13 Slow Melody

1 Maria Stoove
2 Aria Dalgleish
3 Pire Poi Wilson

Under 13 Variation

EBOP Dev. Squad
Hamilton Auxiliary
Hamilton Auxiliary

Eastern BOP Brass
Eastern BOP Brass
Matamata Brass

Junior Percussion
1 Dylan Hagan

2 Jonathan Shelley
3 Eric Schweizer

Eastern BOP Brass
Matamata Brass
Matamata Brass

Intermediate Social Class

1 Quentin Ginever
2 Roanna Darrall
3 Amanda Longshaw

Open Slow Melody

Hamilton Auxiliary
Hamilton Auxiliary
Hamilton Auxiliary

Championship Variation
1 Hiro Kobayashi

2 Ross McAdam

3 Luke Spence

Eastern BOP Brass
Hamilton City Brass
Wellington Brass

Under 19 Duet

1 Maria & Aria, EBOP Development 1

2 Liam & Benedek, EBOP Development 2
3 Lucy & Greta, EBOP Development 3

Under 19 Quartet

1 Pire Poi Wilson Matamata Brass 1 Lachlan Spence Eastern BOP Brass 1 Eastern BOP Brass
2 Maria Stoove Eastern BOP Brass 2 Clarke Spence Eastern BOP Brass 2 Cambridge Brass Junior
3 Aria Dalgleish Eastern BOP Brass 3 Liam Bewley Eastern BOP Brass
Open Duet
Under 16 Slow Melody Open Variation 1 Eastern BOP Brass
1 Gemma Wilshier Eastern BOP Brass 1 Mitchell Spence Eastern BOP Brass 2 Te Awamutu Brass

2 Danielle Oram
3 Isaac Oram

Under 16 Variation
1 Gemma Wilshier
2 Isaac Oram

3 Danielle Oram

Under 19 Slow Melody

1 Jeshua Oram
2 Matthew Lansdaal
3= Nicole Schweizer

Eastern BOP Brass
Eastern BOP Brass

Eastern BOP Brass
Eastern BOP Brass
Eastern BOP Brass

Eastern BOP Brass
Matamata Brass
Matamata Brass

2 Emma Cardwell
3 George Humberstone

Veterans Slow Melody
1 Gary Bilton

2 Clive Burnell

3 Richard Edgecombe

Veterans Variation

1 Richard Edgecombe
2 Clive Burnell

3 Chris Hendy

Hamilton City Brass
Hamilton City Brass

Eastern BOP Brass
Hamilton City Brass
Hamilton City Brass

Hamilton City Brass
Hamilton City Brass
Cambridge Brass

3 Hamilton City Brass

D Grade Ensemble

1 Matamata Brass

2 Hamilton Auxiliary No 3

3 Eastern BOP Development

Open Quartet

1 Hamilton City Brass No 1
2 Hamilton City Brass No 2
3 Eastern BOP Brass

Open Ensemble

3= Simon Winship Bastern BOP Brass Championship Slow Melody 1 Te Awamutu Brass
Under 19 Variation 1 Mason Elliot Hamilton City Brass 2 Cambridge Brass
1 Clarke Spence Eastern BOP Brass 2 Luke Spence Wellington Brass

2 Matthew Lansdaal
3 Josh Adamson

Matamata Brass
Matamata Brass

3 Lisa Marshall

Hamilton City Brass

DGl Hymn C(})l‘(l)vircle Soloist I\I;Ilfsl,lli AP;];B:I Ase Walter Hughes, from the champion D
. . Grade band, Hamilton Auxiliary, collects

Hamilton Auxiliary 2nd Lst Lst Lst Lst Lst the silverware from chief adjudicator

Matamata Brass Ist 2nd 3rd  2nd 2nd 2nd Tyme Marsters.

Gisborne Civic Brass 3rd 3rd 2nd  3rd= 3rd= 3rd Photograph courtesy of Richard Lummus

Eastern BOP Dev. Squad ~ 4th 4th 4th  3rd= 3rd= 4th

OPEN GRADE

Eastern BOP Brass (A) Ist 1st Ist Ist Ist Ist

Hamilton City Brass (A)  2nd 2nd 2nd  2nd 2nd 2nd

Te Awamutu Brass ( C) 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 4th  3rd

Rotorua Brass ( C) 5th 4th= 4th 4th 3rd  4th

Cambridge Brass ( C) 4th 4th= 5th 5th 5th  5th

(C} Richard Lummus

o N (4

0

ca M

Matamata Brass counting the bars rest. Photograph courtesy of Richard Lummus
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BBANZ - Directory

Postal: PO Box 35288, Shirley, Christchurch 8640

Website: www.brassbanz.org
Executive Officer

Helen Lee
helen@brassbanz.org.nz
W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839.
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President

Evan Sayer, Upper Hutt
evan@brassbanz.org.nz

H: 04 970 6075

M: 021 612 164

30 Kowhai Avenue, Ebdentown

Vice-President
John Sullivan, Auckland
john@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 736 832

Grant Langdon, Auckland
grant@brassbanz.org.nz M: 022 089 1162

Emily Richards, Wellington
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Sariah Ratford, Wairarapa/Wellington
sariah@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 723 3740

Byron Newton, Wellington
byron@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 350 2638

Director of Education

David Bremner, Wellington
david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920

Treasurer

Murray Warrington, Napier
murray@brassbanz.org.nz
H: 06 844 1120

M: 021 860 128

28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Youth Brass Band

Musical Director: David Bremner, Wellington

Manager: Mike Ford M: 021 708558
mike.ford@airnz.co.nz
www.facebook.com/nznybb

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band

Musical Director: Leigh Martin, New Plymouth

Manager: Emily Richards, Wellington
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

2019 National Contest in Hamilton 10 to 14 July

Contact person: Malcolm Barr
mbarr@stjohns-hamilton.school.nz

2020 National Contest in Christchurch
8 to 12 July

Contact person: Stephen Leader
leader14@slingshot.co.nz

Future Funding

Recently BBANZ and many bands received emails from a number of gaming trusts in
regards to a proposed law change that would reduce the future grant funds available to
the wider community from gaming trusts.

In 2015 the Government legislated to stop the New Zealand Racing Board (NZRB)
buying class 4 gaming (pokie) venues that raise critical funds for New Zealand
communities. A recent Government-commissioned report, known as the Messara
review into the New Zealand racing industry, is recommending overturning this
legislation so that the NZRB can once again buy gaming venues.

This means more gaming funds going to racing, which already receives a significant
share of gaming funds, and less going to sporting clubs, schools, welfare and rescue
services, arts and community groups — organisations like BBANZ and community
bands. Therefore BBANZ took the opportunity to make a submission on this proposed
change.

It would be an understatement to say BBANZ could run our activities without
donations from gaming trusts. Over the last six years we have received $179,498 from
applications worth $205,181 to gaming trusts. This money has gone to National Youth
Band ($80,837), National Contest ($37,646), the National Band ($37,646), National
Secondary Schools’ Band ($34,363), and the management committee ($1400).

We have received other grants from non-gaming trusts such as Rata Foundation,
Wellington Community Trust, Foundation North, Sargood Bequest and the Ministry
of Education totalling $93,774 but, as the figures show, we are reliant on gaming

trust money. BBANZ also receives sponsorship and advertising from businesses and
assistance in kind from the NZ Army Band. But even with this support any change
in the availability of gaming trust money would have a serious effect on our ability to
fund our programmes.

All our programmes already require participants to pay a fee to attend and usually also
to cover the cost of their travel to/from events. Any decrease in the amount of funding
BBANZ is able to receive from gaming trusts for activities would result in passing the
full cost on to participants or reducing or cancelling our programmes. Therefore we
will watch with interest how this proposal develops.

2018 Annual General Meeting

The 87th AGM of the Brass Band Association will be held on Saturday
10 November at the West Plaza Hotel, 110 Wakefield Street, Wellington.
Registration will be from 8.30am with the meeting starting at 9.30am. A
meeting of District Association representatives will be held on Friday 9

November from 7.00pm also at the West Plaza Hotel.

Please RSVP by Friday 2 November.

Friends of the National Youth Brass Band:

P Adams, ABI Music Ltd, B] Aldridge (in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in perpetuity),

J Aldridge, Brass Whanganui, T and B Bremner, G Coomer, T and B Cudby,

D and M Dawson, JW Edmondston, M and S Ford, RA Hancock, R] Harris, JB and
NC Hollick, DA Johnson, I Levien, AG Lewis, JR McGough, Marlborough District
Brass, O Melhuish, D Miller, G and C Moseley, ] Mulraney, NZ Army Band,

PA, B and M Platt, E Sayer, M Smith, ] and R Sullivan, The Estate of Joan Norma
Morris, S Webb.

If you would like to support the activities of the National Youth Brass Band please
contact the Executive Officer or make a donation at
www.brassbanz.org/friends-of-national-youth-band

Life Members of the BBANZ

Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan BEM, JP,

Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell ONZM, Graham Dick, Beverley Kench, Ian Levien QSM,
Stephen Leader, Tony Lewis MNZM, Bill Platt, Dianne Smeehuyzen, Rodney Sutton
MBE JP, Murray Warrington

Life Members who have served BBANZ

JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, W Currie,

] Drew, RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goflin, E] Gohns, T Goodall,

Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall,

JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, H Nielson,
E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, ] Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, P
Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.
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% New Life Member

At the recent Annual General Meeting, Evan Sayer, a long-serving and dedicated
member of the banding fraternity, was unanimously elected as a Life Member of
the Brass Band Association of New Zealand. Former President Dianne Smeehuyzen
supported the nomination with the following precis of Evan’s contribution to the
Brass Band Association:

“When I was asked to speak about this most deserving member I accepted with

alacrity. However it soon became apparent that having only known the person for
13 years, when they have been part of the brass band world in excess of 50 years,

i it is very difficult to source information and to keep this a secret. You will have to
excuse the precis covering 13 years, however the work this person has achieved in

ﬁ 13 years is quite phenomenal. The person I am referring to is our current President
Evan Sayer.

3

“I first met Evan in 2005 when he joined the National Management Committee as
a newly elected member. Generally during your first year you take a less active role
however this was not the case with Evan. I remember Evan as someone who voiced
his opinion very quickly which led to good debate (I smile as I remember how the
president at this time, Kevin Dell, would often intervene concluding the debate.)
= :# But looking back it was a testament to Evan in making sure he put his point of view
# across and standing up for the values and principles he believed in.
~—

“At the time Evan was very involved at provincial level with Wellington District
Association as treasurer and contest coordinator. I also know he is a playing
member of Upper Hutt Brass as he has been for 55 years. He has also taken an

i active role on the band’s committee. When Evan became the President of BBANZ
he was the current President of the Upper Hutt band. How he achieved both roles is
beyond belief.

“Upon joining the management committee of BBANZ Evan quickly saw that our
youth activities required some stability, for there was a time when excellence was
not determined by best playing. Evan, along with Rob Wilson, was determined to
change the culture of the National Youth Band to one of excellence in playing, and
this was achieved. It was also a time when we were not well supported by national
and local funders and at least two of our Youth Bands would not have existed if it
were not for the financial support of Evan.

“As the vice president Evan was a person the president could rely on. He was
available for advice, discussion and as a support person. Evan and wife Lorraine
opened their home and offered hospitality to anyone who require a bed. He is also
known to give up his Mercedes for band use. Throughout this time he has also been
the treasurer of the NZ Association of Radio Transmitters (Amateur Radio).

Ll

&

“Evan has also had personal losses in his family during his time on the management
committee but he continued to be professional and commit to his duties.

J &

“In recent times Evan has devoted a lot of time and finance to his new project, Oral
History, travelling around the country with Kevin Dell interviewing a number

of our elder statesmen, a role he will continue to have on retiring as president. In
regard to travelling, Evan has travelled around the world and in New Zealand with
our representative bands at his own expense.

“Another aspect of Evan is his business acumen and accounting. The management
committee receives detailed accounts; however, reading these reports and making
sense of our finances is not something we all have the ability to do. Evan walked

us through the finances at our meetings - something I appreciated. His skills and
experience also enabled Evan to initiate work on our membership database which I
hope he will continue.”

| O %l

Association.
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*i From all of us - thank you Evan for your selfless and valued contribution to our
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In this cracker issue we:

« Report on commemoration at Le Quesnoy,
« Have news from Bras and Brass

« Summarize the AGM,

o And farewell a banding stalwart.

Thank you to all those who have contributed articles
and photographs to The Mouthpiece throughout

the year. Your input ensures we have a vibrant and
interesting magazine worth reading. A big vote of
thanks to Rhys McDonnell, JP Musical Instruments
and Brass Direct for sponsoring The Mouthpiece. Thank
you also to our regular advertisers: Dr Toot, Music
Works and ABI Music. Without the support of these
music industry businesses we could not continue to
produce The Mouthpiece.

Wishing you all a safe and happy holiday.
Happy banding!
Helen
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A Note from our President

I would like to
begin my first
President’s Column
by saying what an
honour it is to be
appointed to this
position. Evan
Sayer is a hard act
to follow and it is
most appropriate
that his hard work
and many sacrifices have been recognised
with Life Membership of the Brass Band
Association. Congratulations Evan, well
deserved, it has been a real privilege

to have worked under your leadership.
Congratulations also to Grant Langdon on
his appointment as your new Vice President
and to Emily Richards, Sariah Ratford,
Stephen Clayton and Brian Nicholas, a
talented group who will all play key roles
in helping to steer the ship for the next 12
months at least.

I am told that it is “standard procedure” to
introduce myself and my background in
brass bands so here goes.

I was first introduced to brass with an old
cornet belonging to my father, which used
to lie in the bottom of a hall cupboard. After
numerous attempts to get a half-decent
sound from this instrument I was taken to
the learners’ group at Takapuna City Silver

Awards and Farewells

Ties and Pearls were the theme for the recent Devon Hotel New
Plymouth Brass Annual Awards evening. Six seasoned campaigners
received BBANZ Service Awards. With a total of 250 years between them
they bring a wealth of knowledge and experience to our band family.

A highlight of the evening was the presentation of Life Membership to
two banding stalwarts - Marge Martin, at 96 our oldest recipient to date,
and a little younger Linda Warren from our front row cornet rank.

The evening was however tinged with sadness as the band officially
farewelled Leigh and Morrine Martin who have moved to live in
Ashburton for work and to be nearer their family. Their leadership and
dedication to our band has been second to none and the support and
friendship they gave to all our members will be missed. However, with
their obvious love of banding it is unlikely they will be silent for long. We
are sure New Plymouth’s loss will be the South Island’s gain.

New Life Members Linda Warren and Marge Marti

Band bandrooms. Forty-two years later I am
still turning up twice a week to rehearsals
with the now North Shore Brass in an
attempt to one day achieve a sound people
want to listen to.

Under the guidance of Jack McDonnell

and then Gilbert Morrison I was extremely
fortunate to have wonderful tuition which
led to selection for the National Youth Band
in 1982 and then through to 1987. My solo
career peaked in 1984, yes I know well before
a lot of you were born, when I managed

to win the Junior Championship Cornet.
Another real highlight for me was being part
of the 1995, 2005, 2014 and 2017 National
Bands of New Zealand, particularly the latest
band that finished runners-up at the World
Brass Band Championships in Kerkrade. I
guess my involvement in these bands is a key
reason I remain a firm believer in the critical
role our representative bands play in both
showcasing our movement and inspiring our
talented youth.

Just as important of course is the part each
local band plays in keeping our wonderful
hobby alive and well. What I have noted
through my years of involvement is that
bands typically survive through the

hard work of a dedicated small group of
individuals; a mix of players, trainers,
conductors and administrators. I am
therefore most proud of being a Life Member

i

BBANZ Long Service awards were received by Neil Overton 30 years, Rod
Greensill 40 years, Leigh Martin 45 years, Barrie Stening 40 years, Ken
Austin 55 years and Kinsley Sampson 50 years.

E :eznh.. il
Band President Kinsley Sampson (centre) farewells M

of my local band, North Shore Brass. My
journey with BBANZ began in 2010 when I
was elected onto the National Management
Committee, serving most recently as Vice
President.

Outside banding I hold a Bachelor of
Engineering degree from Auckland
University and ’'m Managing Director of
Custom Controls Ltd, a medium-sized
engineering company with offices in
Auckland, New Plymouth and Christchurch.
I am supported by my long-suffering wife
Rachel, son Ben and daughters Emily and
April.

Now that is out of the way I promise that
future columns will be more interesting

as I attempt to outline my thoughts on the
challenges, strengths and possible directions
for brass banding in New Zealand. My
contact details along with those belonging
to the other committee members are always
listed in this magazine so please don’t
hesitate to send us a message if you have
thoughts and ideas you wish to share.

Yours in banding.

John Sullivan
President,
Brass Band Association of New Zealand

a2 A

orrine and Leigh Martin.
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In the Pink

Hello from all of us at Bras and Brass, “The Pink Ladies,” who have been raising
funds for the Breast Cancer Foundation of New Zealand. The first year has been
all about ‘finding our feet’ and establishing a foundation for the band’s future.
The establishment of the band would not have been possible without the support
of Verity Doak from Lower Hutt, Rhys McDonnell of Brass Direct and Paula
Boulcott of House of Oom, so a big thank you to them. And of course the interest
and enthusiasm of the players who came on board as members of the band and
performed in the concerts was also vital.

We are pleased to advise that in our first year we were able to pay a donation of
$3,790.00 to the Breast Cancer Foundation of New Zealand. This included
proceeds from our Wellington concert, donations from the audience in Blenheim,
and proceeds from merchandise sales through the House of Oom. We thank
everyone for their support and donations. We were not really expecting to be able
to donate more than $3,500 due to start-up costs, so to slightly exceed that goal

is a great start. Next year and in years to come we hope to increase the annual
donations.

Our player membership is now at 38. We know that not everyone will be available
for all dates each year so it is important that we have a large player base to draw
from. We still need more players, especially a couple more Eb or BBb bass players
so please contact us. The band is a lot of fun to be a part of so please come and
join us.

We are pleased to announce that Sarah Robertson from Hamilton has
enthusiastically agreed to be our Musical Director next year. Sarah is a very
talented conductor having taking Te Awamutu Brass Band to a C-Grade win at
the Auckland Bands Association contest in 2017 and a podium finish at the 2018
Nationals and the 2018 Waikato Bay of Plenty contest. Sarah is really pleased to
come on board and excited to see where the journey takes us.

Sshhmutes has come on board selling a special edition range of their mutes with
pink trim. We thank Betty and Trevor Bremner for this wonderful initiative and
we hope that sales are well supported.

Planning is already underway for 2019 and we hope to confirm early in the
New Year where and when the concerts will be. We are planning on having two
rehearsal weekends and concerts with the first one in early May.

The goal of the band is to raise awareness and funds for the Breast Cancer
Foundation of New Zealand, to make music and to have as much fun as possible
along the way. The camaraderie within the band is extremely strong and the goal is
to keep this momentum going and ensure our journey to support Breast Cancer is
a long and very satisfying one. We would like to thank all of the players for giving
their time so generously. The management team of Mike Sander, Marie Rockell,
Julie Anne Garnons-Williams and Jean and Mark North have worked hard to

get the band up and running and the team is staying on to see the band well
established. And we thank David Bremner for injecting his talent, enthusiasm and
sense of fun that has created an environment for the band which makes everyone
want to be a part of it.

Thank you for your support, and please have a very safe and “pink” Christmas and
New Year from all of us at Bras and Brass.

Alan Spence QSM

Congratulations

The management Committee of BBANZ is pleased
to announce that Alan Spence of Whakatane has
been appointed the Musical Director of the National
Youth Brass Band for a three-year period from 2020.
Alan is renowned for his ability to not only teach
and train young musicians but to mould them into
an exceptional ensemble, as he has done with very
successful Eastern Bay of Plenty Brass. Alan has
appointed Tyme Marsters as the Assistant Musical
Director.

Following a very successful period with the National
Secondary School’s Brass Band, Emily Richards

has been appointed as the manager of the National
Youth Brass Band from 2020. John Mason will be the
Assistant Manager.

Congratulations also to Jo Doyle on her appointment as
the Manager of the National Secondary Schools’ Brass
Band. Jo plays for Alpine Energy Timaru Brass and

has a great deal of administration and organisational
experience through her employment and committee
work. Jo joins Musical Director Leigh Martin to plan
the programme for the 2019 NSSBB.




What’s On?

Sunday 2 December

Christmas Cabaret with North Shore Brass
& Academy Band, 2.30pm at the Spencer on
Byron Hotel ball room, Takapuna.

Christmas Encounters with Te Awamutu
Brass and the Hamilton City Salvation
Army Brass Band, 2.00pm at The Te
Awamutu Intermediate Hall, Hazelmere
Crescent. The bands are joining together
once again to bring you a variety of
Christmas tunes both traditional and
modern. Tickets $15 adults/$5 students.

Thursday 6 December
Christmas Cheer with Kumeu Vintage
Brass at Maygrove Village, 2.00pm at 65
Tauranga Place, Orewa

Sunday 9 December

Woolston Family Christmas Concert,
3.00pm at Christchurch Boys’ High School
auditorium. Performances by all three
Woolston bands.

Thursday 13 December

Christmas Cheer with Kumeu Vintage
Brass at Hibiscus Coast Village, 4.00pm at
101 Red Beach Road, Red Beach.

Sunday 16 December
Christmas Cheer with Kumeu Vintage
Brass at Orewa Community Church,

Brass in Class holiday programme
organised by the Auckland Bands
Association and North Shore Brass and led
by David Bremner. At the North Shore Band
Room from 8.30am. For more information
contact ABA president Owen Melhuish
Owen.Melhuish@westpac.co.nz

2019

Friday 18 to Monday 28 January

2019 National Youth Brass Band training
course in Hamilton then concert tour of
Queensland, Australia.

Sunday 20 January

2019 National Youth Brass Band in concert,
5.00pm at the Dr John Gallagher Concert
Chamber, Gate 2B, Knighton Rd, University
of Waikato, Hamilton.

Saturday 6 and Sunday 7 April

Otago Southland District Band Association
solo and band contest hosted by Roxburgh
Pioneer Energy Brass in Roxburgh.

Friday 10 to Sunday 12 May
CPBBB Youth band camp at Living Springs,
Governors Bay, Banks Peninsula.

Friday 17 to Sunday 19 May
Otago Southland band camp at Pounawea
Convention Centre, The Catlins.

10.00am at Amorino Drive, Orewa.
Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 May

Wednesday 19 December Nelson Marlborough West Coast Band

NSSBB to Expand

Following discussions with the Director of Education, a new format for the National Secondary
Schools’ Brass Band was proposed, which would be implemented from 2020 onwards. At the
AGM in Wellington, this new format was presented to District Associations and bands, and
there was a good discussion about the proposal along with wide support for the concept.

Under the current format, the NSSBB is held in a different location on an annual basis, and has
been based in various centres in both the North and South Islands. The band is selected through
an audition process, and there are generally some applicants who are unsuccessful, although the
NSSBB has tended to be larger than a standard-sized band.

In order to encourage a wider range of participation in youth bands from eligible players, the
new format will be a two-year cycle, with separate North Island and South Island bands being
held the first year, and the full NSSBB held during the second year. The full NSSBB will remain as
a week-long course during the October school holidays with two (or more) concerts. The plan is
for the North Island and South Island courses to be slightly shorter being held from Wednesday
to Sunday during consecutive weeks of the October school holiday with one concert by each
band. In general, players must participate in the North Island/South Island band to be eligible to
apply for the full NSSBB, but there will be flexibility for situations where this is not possible.

We believe that this approach will encourage participation by a greater number of students
during the years of the separate North Island/South Island bands. Band management and the
Director of Education would work with bands and schools around the country to promote the
bands and encourage players to apply.

Now the proposal has been endorsed by District Associations and bands, the next step will be
to work through the details of the new format, including the application and selection process
for the North Island/South Island bands and full NSSBB, and the engagement programme with
bands and schools prior to the first North Island/South Island band in 2020. Watch this space!

Association solo and band contest in Nelson.

Sunday 26 May
Auckland Bands Association solo contest.

Sunday 16 June
Wellington District Bands Association solo
contest.

Saturday 31 August and Sunday 1
September

Central Districts Bands Association solo
and band contest in Palmerston North.

Sunday 8 September
Wellington District Bands Association band
contest.

Sunday 22 September
Auckland Bands Association band contest at
Hawkins Centre, Papakura.

Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 September
Waikato Bay of Plenty Bands Association
band and solo contest in Matamata (TBC)

Friday 25 to Sunday 27 October
Westport Municipal Band - celebrating
150 years. Register your interest at email:
2019wmbl150@gmail.com or Facebook:
WMBI150

** Any activities happening in your
community next year? Let people know by
sending details to the editor at
bbanzeo@gmail.com

Moving to Wellington for study
or work opportunities in 2019?

Then why not join our band?
Trust Porirua City Brass is a progressive
B Grade band.

We are a fun bunch of people who
enjoy contesting and performing in
our community and we currently have
opportunities available
in most sections of the band.

Porirua is not far from Wellington city,
just a 20-minute car ride
or you can hop on a train.

Wed love to have you as part of our band
during your time in Wellington.
Contact us tpcb.manager@gmail.com or
on Facebook @TrustPoriruaCityBrass


mailto:Owen.Melhuish@westpac.co.nz
mailto:2019wmb150@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:tpcb.manager@gmail.com

Le Quesnoy Commemorated

Le Quesnoy;, a relatively small town in France, had been held by Germans for
almost the entire First World War. However on 4 November 1918, a week before
the war ended, New Zealand troops captured the town and set the residents

free. The troops chose to surround the town by scaling the ancient walls with a
ladder instead of going in and attacking, thereby saving the town and lives of the
French, after which they took the Germans as prisoners. This was New Zealand’s
last major action in the war but just one of the many campaigns New Zealand
fought on the Western Front. Six members of the New Zealand Army Band were
lucky enough to be selected as part of a tri-service contingent to go to France to
commemorate this special event.

Major Graham Hickman, Lance Corporal Bryce Fairweather, Privates Cameron
Burnett, David Froom, Hayden Cullen, and I headed to Auckland on 24 October
for Pre-Deployment Training before flying to France. We were joined by four
members of the Royal New Zealand Air Force Band and three from the Royal
New Zealand Navy Band as part of a 44-member contingent. We had a very swift
two days of training where we got to know the contingent, had Haka and Waiata
practises, band practise and multiple briefings as well as a history lesson.

After a rather complicated trip from Auckland (lost luggage including uniforms,
cancelled flights etc) we arrived in Paris, France for an overnight stay. There

we had a tour of the Army Museum before driving two hours north to our
accommodation in Valenciennes. On our first morning there we woke up to snow.
That afternoon we went for our first visit to the memorial site in Le Quesnoy
about a 20-minute drive from our accommodation. When we arrived in Le
Quesnoy we were blown away by all the New Zealand flags, signs and general
excited energy of the town to have us there.

In between the days of rehearsals we had a day of touring the area with military
historian Christopher Pugsley as our guide. This really set the scene for us and
made us really understand and appreciate what we were here to commemorate.
We conducted a small ceremony called Fifty Telegrams on 1 November, All Saints
Day. It was a special act of remembrance for 50 New Zealand soldiers buried in
the Le Quesnoy Communal Cemetery Extension. Each member of the contingent
read out the details of the soldier whose grave they were standing in front of.

On 4 November we took part in two services, the National Commemorative
Service in the morning and the Last Post Ceremony. We played pre-service

music and music throughout as well as music while people placed tributes at the
memorial. As the memorial site was quite small, the ceremonies were broadcast
at a special screening area as well as other places around the town. Hayden Cullen
did a great job of the Last Post in the evening, an event made extra special by
some of his family members being in the audience. The next morning we drove

to Brussels where we were to spend our last day as a contingent and followed

the instructions of our Brussels-based contingent administration to try loads of
chocolate, and chips and mayo!

All three of the services were special and different and definitely something that
will stay with me forever. I feel very lucky to have had the opportunity to have
been a part of this contingent especially as I recently discovered that my grant-
grandfather, Robert D Lee served in France and Belgium in WW1.

Pte G Hoy

AGM Summary

The 86" Annual General Meeting of the Association
was attended by 32 delegates and Life Members,
making this the smallest meeting since 2007. The
annual report by the president Evan Sayer thoroughly
covered the Association’s activities for the year. The
financial accounts presented by treasurer Murray
Warrington showed a better-than-budgeted surplus

for the year. This is due to the continued reduction in
expenses, good results from grant applications and very
good return from the Blenheim Contest Committee.

Thank you to the Wellington District Association and
Brass Whanganui and Partners for their applications

to host the 2021 National Contest. A vote by delegates
awarded the contest to Wellington - 16 votes to 12. The
Ministry of Education has not yet released the term
dates for 2021 therefore the provisional contest dates
are Wednesday 7 to Sunday 11 July.

The Contest Manager announced that the adjudicators
for the 2019 contest will be Dr. Luc Vertommen

from Belgium and Major Graham Hickman from
Christchurch.

The result of the remits were:

Remit 1 regarding supplied percussion, Contest
Regulation 13.5 - LOST

Remit 2 regarding Eligibility for Solo Events (11.1.a)
was passed meaning requests for exemption will not
considered from an individual for a second consecutive
year.

Remit 3 regarding Eligibility for Band Events (9.5) was
passed meaning bands can now start at any District
Association Band contest to be entitled to enter a
National Contest.

Remit 4 regarding contest trophies, Contest Regulation
25.7 - LOST

Remit 5 regarding Election of Management Committee
(11.2) was amended and passed to read:

All positions on the National Management Committee
are a two year tenure, but members may be re-elected
for subsequent terms of two years.

The President and two committee members’ tenure
expire on even number years; the Vice-President and
the remaining two committee member’s tenure expire
on odd numbered years.

If a member retires within the two year cycle, the
replacement member will complete the existing term of
the member being replaced.

Remit 6 regarding certificates for highest placed
performers on those instruments in the junior solo
events was passed.

Remit 7 regarding Membership (5.1.a.i) was passed
meaning any band which has ten or more brass or
percussion players may be a member of BBANZ.

Remit 8 regarding live draw, Contest Regulation 18.1
- LOST

Remit 9 regarding Master’s solo, Contest Regulation
11.3 - LOST

Thank you to all those who attended and took an active
part in the AGM. See you all next year.

Helen Lee - Executive Officer
Brass Band Association of New Zealand



A Trip of a Lifetime

A standing ovation for the combined Cambridge and

Hainaut bands following the performance of DM‘%};

Bloomfield's “The Liberation of Le Quesnoy®=

The Cambridge Brass Band accepted an
invitation to visit Cambridge’s twin city Le
Quesnoy, in France, to celebrate the centennial
of the little northern town’s liberation by the
New Zealand Division after more than four
years of German occupation. The liberation
of the town on 4 November 1918 is possibly
the most successful operation ever performed
by New Zealand forces. There was no artillery
bombardment; the troops resorted to machine
guns, rifle grenades, floats and ladders. No
civilians were killed. The town has kept the
memory of their liberation alive ever since.

It commemorates Anzac Day, named a street
after New Zealand, named streets after New
Zealand icons and some of the soldiers
involved.

Cambridge Brass Band arrived in Le

Quesnoy on the first of November to a civic
reception and lunch. Being well fed was a
recurring theme of our stay. The next day we
toured some of the battlefields in Belgium.
Our principal cornet Doug Rose had been
entrusted with a 1916 Blackwatch bugle on
which he played the Last Post at both the New
Zealand Memorial on Messines Ridge and in
the New Zealand garden at Passchendaele.

We visited the Commonwealth cemeteries at
Messines and Tyne Cot, Passchendaele and
found ourselves eating dinner at Ypres (Ieper)
before witnessing the Last Post being played at
the Menin Gate. Quite a day.

While the band rehearsed the next morning
some of the non-players walked the town’s
ramparts. Much of the fortifications are
seventeenth century and as such designed to
resist cannon. There are outer ramparts and
higher inner ramparts with 10 to 14 metre
high walls. The landscape is both imposing and
stunning.

The band was invited to a marquee to watch
the live feed of the main commemorative
ceremony held at the New Zealand Memorial
near where the first soldier made it over the
wall into the town. Space down at the wall was
at a premium. The band then played at the
opening of the New Zealand War Memorial
Museum in Le Quesnoy. Over the next few
days younger members of the band performed
at two rest homes and a school where they
were well received and well fed.

On the final night in Le Quesnoy the band
combined with Brass Band du Hainaut and
wind band Harmonie Municipale du Quesnoy
to perform a concert in Le Quesnoy. The
Theatre des 3 Chenes seats a little over 300
and was sold out, not bad for a town of a bit
over 5000. Each band performed a number of
pieces before the two brass bands combined
for Hine e Hine and the premiere of Dwayne
Bloomfield’s composition The Liberation of Le
Quesnoy. Thibaut Bruniaux of Brass Band du
Hainaut conducted Hine e Hine and Dwayne

The touring party in front of the New Zealand Memorial

at Messines Ridge.

his own composition. It was a great way to end
our memorable stay.

Our thanks go to our hosts for their patience
with our French language or lack of it, their
hospitality and above all their friendship.

Richard Lummus

p A
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School children at Chevray Primary Sehool
get a lesson in drumming from band
member, Tess Winter.




The Final Countdown

Final preparations are now under way for the National Youth

Brass Band concert tour to Australia. It’s been a big year for the
management team of myself, MD Dave Bremner and Assistant
Manager Emily Richards. Accommodation and travel is all booked,
music is being practised at home, and concerts are organised. The
band is really looking forward to getting together on 18 January in
Hamilton ... the countdown has begun!

The band has one big concert in Hamilton before we go to Australia,
and it would be fantastic to give them a good send off by filling up
the Gallagher Concert Chamber at Waikato University. This concert
is at 5.00pm on Sunday, 20 January. Tickets are already on sale and
can be booked at https://nz.patronbase.com/_UniversityOfWaikato/
Productions This promises to be the brass band concert of 2019,
featuring some of New Zealand’s exceptional young soloists including
Wellington Brass principal cornet Toby Pringle and recent graduate
from the NZ School of Music, Luke Spence ... don’t miss out!

A lot of fundraising has been done to help reduce the cost of the
tour to the individual players in the band. We have been successful
in reducing the cost significantly, but it is still costing each player (or
their parents) quite a large sum of money. There are several ways in
which you can assist, including sponsorship of individual players,
becoming a friend of the NYBB, by making a donation, by buying
our CD, or by simply attending one of our concerts in Hamilton or Queensland. The band really appreciates the support it has received so far
from the brass band movement. Tours such as this provide an opportunity for the members to enjoy performing at the highest level, and the
concerts provide outstanding entertainment and inspiration for those in the audience. If you or your organisation would like to contribute,
please contact me, Mike . Ford@airnz.co.nz or contact BBANZ direct at bbanzeo@gmail.com.

Thanks for your support. We look forward to seeing you at the concert!

Mike Ford, Manager — National Youth Brass Band

bt o 10a Parity Place
' e 2 Glenfield, Auckland

" ,
ABI MUSIC PH (09) 443 5666

www.facehook.com/ABIMusicLtd SR info@abl.co.nz

Repairs Instrument Sales Accessories

BESSON

& TECHNOLOGY
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The Youth Today

In this issue management committee member
Sariah Ratford interviews 18-year-old Kodi
Rasmussen from Blenheim.

What was your first musical experience?

The first musical experience that I
remember was when my primary school
went to the local theatre to watch the
Marlborough Brass Band play. I was about
8. It was that that inspired me to learn to
play an instrument. My first public playing
experience was at a community concert, and
I played Scott Joplin's The Entertainer on the
piano.

Is your family musical as well? Tell us about
that.

No one is. My family doesn’t really know
where I got my musical talent from, but
everyone in my family is super supportive of
my music.

What was your first musical instrument?

The first instrument I was going to learn was
going to be either violin or piano. My Mum
decided she didn’t want to hear me practise
the violin, so I started learning piano when I
was 12. It was when I got to college I started
learning to play the trumpet with Kevin
Moseley at 15.

What other musical instruments do you play?

I play the cornet, trumpet, flugel horn and
piano.

You have won the Junior Flugel Horn title
at the National Brass Band Championships
twice; what other goal(s) are you aiming for?

To keep becoming a better musician really.
Keep practising, and then hopefully I'll win
more. Also aiming to complete my Bachelor
of Music at Victoria University, and after
that, see where it takes me.

To date, what have been some of your musical
highlights?

Winning the Junior Flugel Horn title
twice. Conducting the Marlborough

District Contest Results

Civic Orchestra playing one of my own
compositions, Mission Command and
winning Best Composition at this year’s
Christchurch Secondary School’s Orchestra
Festival. Being recognised as a young
upcoming composer by members of the
NZSO. Also, being an onstage performer
with my jazz combo in 2018’s Wine and
Food Festival.

What sort of things would you like to see
happen to support young brass players in
Aotearoa New Zealand?

I think that everything that is happening
now is great; the Brass Band Nationals give
a great opportunity for young players to
compete in competitions and the Secondary
Schools” and Youth Bands are a good way to
get young players playing together.

You have been selected to study trumpet
at the New Zealand School of Music in
Wellington next year. How are you feeling
about this?

Super excited. I can’t wait to get over there
and start learning about something I love.
It should be a good leap forward for me as a
musician.

Who or what has been your greatest
inspiration?

I'm inspired by many classical and jazz
trumpet players like Wynton Marsalis and
Maurice Andre. I love watching James
Morrison play as well. I'm also inspired
by many old and new composers such as
Beethoven to Tchaikovsky and of course
John Williams.

Is there anyone you would like to thank for
helping you with your journey thus far?

My parents; they’ve been super supportive
and helped me get to where I am today.
Everyone else in my family, who have been
supporting what I do. A huge thanks to
Kevin Moseley, someone who I look up to
and has been a huge support and helped to
get me to my level of playing today. And also

anyone else who has been supportive or has
helped me in my journey so far.

Quick fire questions
What type of music do you listen to most?

Honestly, whatever is playing on the radio.
But I'd prefer to listen to orchestral, big band
and brass band works.

Other interests? Composing/arranging
music. Acting/performing. Video games.
Being with my friends and family.

Favourite food? Sushi.
Favourite place? My bedroom.

Favourite film? 1 don't really have one, I'd
watch anything if it's not a horror film.

Favourite instrument? To play, trumpet. My
favourite in general, Clarinet, French Horn
or Marimba.

Favourite piece of music? Mahler’s 5th
Symphony.

For the more technical amongst us, what
make of instrument and mouthpiece do you

play?

Yamaha Xeno Trumpet with a 16C4
mouthpiece.

JP Cornet with a 4 mouthpiece.

Finally, an Eastman Flugel Horn with a 4FL
mouthpiece.

My sincere apologies to the bands at the Auckland Bands Association contest as some of the band results printed in the November issue of
The Mouthpiece were incorrect. Here are the correct placings. The Editor.

A Section Sacred Item
Papakura City Brass 4th
Auckland City Brass 3rd
City of Sails Auckland Brass 2nd
North Shore Brass Ist

B Section

Kumeu Brass 2nd
Howick Brass Ist
North Shore Brass Academy 3rd
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Major work March Solo
4th 4th 4th
3rd Ist 2nd
2nd 2nd 3rd
Ist 3rd Ist
3rd 3rd 3rd
Ist 2nd 2nd
2nd Ist Ist

Light Music  Public Appeal = Aggregate
2nd 4th 4th
4th 3rd 3rd
3rd 2nd 2nd

1st 1st 1st
3rd 3rd 3rd
2nd st Ist
Ist 2nd 2nd



Obituary
Maurice Rowland Abrahams 1919 - 2018

A father, husband, grandfather, great-
grandfather, bandsman, conductor, musician
extraordinaire, returned serviceman,
Freemason, active church member and a friend
to many passed away in Nelson on 8 October
2018, aged 99 years.

Maurice was born in Washington Valley
Midwifery, Nelson on 5 May 1919. Maurice’s
father Henry, a steam train engineer, was a fine
brass instrumentalist, saxophonist and music
tutor, and so from an early age Maurice and his
siblings were introduced to the world of music
and entertainment. Maurice and his brother
Leo, with their father, were actively involved
with brass bands from a young age.

Maurice first played with the IMNWC
Regimental band in 1931. He attended his
first brass band contest with the Nelson Band
in Dunedin in 1933. This was the first of
many contests Maurice would attend during
a lifetime as a brass musician, conductor

or enthusiast. He could usually be found in
the audience sitting three or four rows from
the front to the right of the stage when not
performing.

Maurice was a cornet instrumentalist of very
good ability. He entered solo and ensemble
competitions with success on several occasions.
He was in demand as an invited player to
bands outside Nelson. In later years, Maurice,
well into his 90s, was still playing in veteran
solo competitions. He was a playing member of
Nelson City Brass at age 97 when the band won
the C Grade championship in Napier in 2016.

Maurice Abrahams was appointed conductor
of the Nelson Garrison Band in 1956, a
position he held until 1964. Maurice believed
in the philosophy that a strong junior band
coupled with a band’s regular attendance

at national contests secured the future of

the band. During his time as conductor he
developed a very strong junior band unit that
performed independently in the community.
Under his musical direction the Nelson
Garrison Band gained second place at the
national championships in 1959.

With youth playing a major role within the
band, Maurice captivated their interest by
selecting music programmes of modern-style
popular tunes. This didn't always go down well
with the older bandsmen, but the young bucks
loved it.

The Mardi Gras held in Nelson’s Trafalgar
Street during Maurice’s tenure as conductor
presented the opportunity to combine local
dance band musicians with the brass band to
perform a programme of dance tunes on a
specially constructed stage. Maurice directed
the music for the occasion.

In retirement Maurice and Molly travelled,
including a stint helping son Bruce build a
home in Pio Pio. Following on from that time,
Maurice and Molly spent time in Taupo where

he conducted the Taupo C Grade band to gain
second place in the 1979 National contest in
Hamilton.

Maurice volunteered to serve his country
during World War Two. He served with the
26th Battalion in Egypt and Greece, and with
the North Africa NZ Ordinance Field Park/6th
Brigade Band. He entertained his fellow troops
with his saxophone performances. Maurice was
discharged from active service on 12 August
1944 having served four years and two months.
He was a member of 1st Nelson, Marlborough
& West Coast Regimental Band from 29 March
1949 until 1 February 1952.

Family life: Molly and Maurice were married in
1943. They had four children - three boys and
a girl. All were involved with music whether it
be brass band (Bruce, Amuri and Ian), or key
board (Kerry). Sadly two of the children, Ian
and Bruce, pre-deceased Maurice.

Maurice enjoyed gardening. Following a visit
to Australia where he observed experimental
hydroponics, he incorporated this into his
gardening at home. He was a keen walker and
this was part of his daily exercise regime.

Molly passed away in in 1999 following a
lengthy illness and many years of loving care
by Maurice.

Community Service: Alzheimers New Zealand
and Arthritis Foundation coupled with his
strong Christian belief were projects always

supported by Maurice.

During his lifetime he performed music with
various music combinations, and also as a
solo instrumentalist, entertaining community
groups and retirement villages, playing at
dances, balls etc and sometimes completing
two or more gigs in a day.

I remember one occasion when I called in at
the local RSA. There was Maurice playing his
saxophone entertaining a large following of
ladies. Later I asked him how long he had been
playing at the gig and he said, “I don’t know,
they kept on asking for another tune and so I
just kept going. My pianist had to leave but I
carried on”.

Some years after Molly’s death Maurice met up
with Sue who became an important part of his
later years. Sue and Maurice had a very special
partnership caring for each other, sharing
many interests, travelling to events, gardening,
walking and of course brass band music.

Sue’s enthusiasm for life and commitment to
Maurice’s welfare were a wonderful twilight to
Mauricess life.

In 1987 Maurice was made a Life Member
of Nelson City Brass as well as receiving
recognition from the Brass Band Association
for 50 years of Long Service. He was
considered until his passing to be the band’s
living treasure.

Compiled by Peter Goodman QSM.
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Rotorua Carnival and Band Contest (Part One)

:_by Jim McGregor

Prelude

The first Rotorua carnival was a four-day
event held in February 1903. The programme
included a regatta, athletics, horse races,

a parade of decorated vehicles, band
performances and a tennis tournament. A
review in the NZ Herald concluded: “It is just
to be hoped that this carnival may become a
yearly affair? Indeed it did and the success of
this and following events saw the 1908 carnival
extended to a full month’s duration.

A band contest had been mooted as a key

part of the 1904 carnival from as early as July
1903: “...a band contest... would popularise the
carnival more than anything else, and it is said
the idea is being so well received that £100 in
prize money has already been guaranteed. This
is expected to be the whole liability, but the sum
may be increased. Inducements are being held
out to the local and other bands to enter.”

All stops were pulled out to present a full-

on week of happenings and entertainments.
There were numerous aquatic events including
rowing, sailing and waka races; shooting
(including the inanimate pigeon match) and
military events, the most popular of which
involved Maxim Guns, an early type of
machine gun. A (slightly disappointing) day at
the races, with bowls and tennis tournaments
rounded out the weeK’s activities. In between
were excursions to Mokoia Island and other
places, geyser displays at Whakarewarewa,
concerts, dances, ice cream at The Duchess,
and Speight’s Sparkling Dunedin Ales from
VM Kenealy on Fenton Street. Five shillings

a day got you lodgings with telephone, piano,
bath & shower, and electric light. Didn’t book
before leaving home? Never mind, there may
be room in a tent, or you could just bunk down
with the others in the billiards saloon.

But it was the brass band contest that was the
particular highlight of this carnival. Ten bands
were expected but seven actually attended:
Hamilton, Waihi, Te Aroha, Devonport,
Napier, Rotorua Town, and Rotorua Maori
bands. The Hauraki Band from Thames was
forced to withdraw because too many of their
members had been unable to get time off work;
they were a good band and could have been
expected to do well.

Getting there

It seems that most bands gave a concert of
their competition pieces at home before
leaving for Rotorua (and, as we know, bands
still do this to this day). The Hamilton Band
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had been planning for the contest since at
least October and marched their way through
the town to the station in new hats, no less:
“a set of smart peaked caps, which will look
much more spruce and up-to-date than the
rather informal sombreros in which they have
hitherto appeared” Presumably the march
also featured their ‘mascotte, Master Percy
Tristram. Waihi Band reached Rotorua on the
Saturday and welcomed their Hamilton rivals
on Monday by playing them from the station
to their accommodation; as this was described
as “under canvas” it was likely one of the local
parks.

On Friday, the Napier City Band marched
their way to the wharf and left by the steamer
Mokoia to Auckland, to arrive in Rotorua

on Monday night with the added intention
of spending a week’s holiday in the Hot
Lakes district before returning home. On

the way they also dropped in on a massed
bands concert in Auckland in support of the
Auckland Garrison Band, shortly to leave for
the contest in Palmerston North.

Bands were not shy in taking up opportunities
to perform whenever and wherever they could.
On the Sunday evening the Waihi band gave a
concert of sacred items in the Assembly Hall to
an overflowing audience. And both the Napier
and Devonport bands put in an appearance at
the unveiling of the Wylie war memorial in the
Government Gardens on the Tuesday.

Eventually the first day arrived: “Rotorua woke
early this morning, very early - that is to say, the
minority who got any sleep at all, for in most
cases this must have been very difficult. The
town is crowded, and included in the visitors
are no less than seven complete bands, to say
nothing of irregular instrumentalists. All these
take a very active interest in the band contest,
beginning on Thursday next. The consequence is
that in the small hours of the night there is heard
the distant tootling of the French horn worrying
a bar or so of “The Bohemian Girl. Afar off
there breaks on the night the deep braying of
the bombardon, the wail of the euphonium, and
between them the assertive strident blare of the
cornets - all of course playing different parts in
different keys and of course different melodies.
The last hours of possible sleep were ruined

by the early morning train, which poured in
excursionists by the hundred.”

The Contest
The judge was Lieut. Thomas Herd of
Wellington while Sgt. Sheppard of the

The Napier City Band playing outside

the judge's tent at the Rotorua Carnival

contest, 25 February 1904. From the Sir
- George Grey Special Collections, Aucklund

Libraries NZG._19040305_40,4

Permanent Artillery was the inspection and
drill judge for the quickstep marching.

Each of the bands played two tests, one each on
Wednesday and Friday, while the quickstep was
the feature for Thursday. The tests were played
inside Steele’s Assembly Hall on Tutanekai
Street but, the hall being far from soundproof,
large crowds listened for free from outside.

There were also competitions for quartet and
each solo instrument during the week.

Curiously, the newspapers made little mention
of the pieces performed but it seems that the
test selections were largely operatic selections;
works of Balfe, Verdi and Auber certainly
featured. Waihi played the march “Nelson
College Cadets” by their conductor Charles
Trussell - an early and prolific New Zealand
composer. The choices were not to everybody’s
taste: “The whole provided a musical feast a
trifle too heavy for the average musical digestion.
The pieces given were apparently selected

more for the opportunities they furnished for
individual instrumentalists to distinguish
themselves, abounding in technical difficulties,
which could only be adequately appreciated and
perhaps really enjoyed by persons thoroughly
familiar with the capabilities and limitations

of brass instruments... up to the present the
contest has shown that the players favour pieces
conspicuous rather more for their executive
difficulties than richness of melody.”

But the most important band event was
Thursday’s quickstep marching competition.

It was to be the highlight of the week, and not
only of the band events, and was expected to
draw the largest crowds. It began with a “Grand
Procession” whereby the bands assembled at
the corner of Eruera and Fenton Streets and
marched at two-minute intervals, playing as
they went along Fenton Street and up Arawa
Street to the gate to the ground on Pukeroa
Hill where an enthusiastic crowd of about 2000
turned out. The judge was in the centre of the
ground in a closed tent (with a guard at the
door) and, by all accounts, it was a spectacular
and enjoyable afternoon’s entertainment.
Waihi won, Devonport was second, while
Napier and Te Aroha tied for third. Devonport
gained most points for marching, which was a
creditable achievement given that they were a
comparatively young band.

To be continued...



Note of Thanks

The Management Committee of the Brass Band Association would sincerely like to thank
the individuals, businesses, trusts and organisations which have supported the activities of
the Brass Band Association of New Zealand in 2018.
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Fulton Hogan, Lion Foundation, Makana Confections, Marlborough Convention Centre,
Marlborough Moving and Storage Company, Marlborough Girls’ College, Marlborough
Boys” College, Music Works, New Zealand Army Band, One Foundation, Pelorus Trust,
Prismaprint, Pub Charity, Rata Foundation, Redwood Trust, Shonrei, The Copier
Company, Treble Clef Tailors, Viridian and Yealands Family Wine.

2018 National Youth Band

Musical Director: David Bremner

Tutors and Staff: Mike Ford (Band Manager), Alan Spence (Assistant Musical Director),
Leigh Martin (Assistant Band Manager), Dennis Teeling (Stage Manager), Anthony Smith,
Kevin Hickman, Steve Miles, Mark Davey, Phil Johnston, Grant Myhill and guest soloist
Kyle Lawson.

Grants and Sponsorship: Pub Charity, Four Winds Foundation, Winton & Margaret Bear
Trust, Mainland Foundation, Buller District Council, New Zealand Army Band, and the
Friends of the National Youth Brass Band.

Logistical Support: Wayne, Glenda and Tess Jennes, Katrina Avison, Bob Boodee, Peter
Goodman and Nelson City Brass; Beth and Steve Campkin and Westport Municipal
Band; Kevin Moseley, Liz Murray, Antonia and Phil Grigg and Rachel Zydenbos and
Marlborough District Brass, Viv Patchett — costumes, Daniel Wilson and Nayland College
- loan of vans, Andy Appleton - video recording, photography and assistance to recording
engineer and Kay Mackenzie — use of music suite at Nelson College and assistance to
recording engineer.

2018 National Secondary Schools Band
Musical Director: Leigh Martin

Tutors and Staff: Emily Richards (Band Manager), Morrine Martin (Camp Mum). Section
tutors: Tyme Marsters, Nick Johnson, John Mason, Nick Scott, Ross Yorkstone, Rayon
Martin and guest soloist Trevor Bremner.

Logistics and funding:

The New Zealand Army Band, Alpine Energy Timaru Brass, the Ministry of Education’s
Secondary Vocation Music Grant, Four Winds Foundation, The Sargood Bequest,
Mainland Foundation, Infinity Foundation, Southern Trust, NZ Community Trust, St
Margaret’s College, BP Community Funding and Phantom Billstickers.

). Rata
Y~ Foundation

Pub %%
Charity.

OCN=

FOUNDATION

C\\aninitu

foundation Limited

/7»/_.7

=
PELORYS TRUSCT

A& Southern
trust

Funding Your Commurity

Four Winds

FOUNDATION

MAINLAND

JUNDATION

NZCT

NZ COMMUNITY TRUST

SdI‘gQ_UJI d

S i ’
ABI MUSIC ™



14

"G

BBANZ - Directory

Postal: PO Box 35288, Shirley, Christchurch 8640

Website: www.brassbanz.org

Executive Officer

Helen Lee

bbanzeo@gmail.com

W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839.
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President

John Sullivan, Auckland
john@brassbanz.org.nz

M: 021 736 832

177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland

Vice-President
Grant Langdon, Auckland
grant@brassbanz.org.nz M: 022 089 1162

Stephen Clayton, Whakatane
stephen@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 196 3238

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim
brian@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 220 1711

Emily Richards, Wellington
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Sariah Ratford, Napier
sariah@brassbanz.org.nz M: 027 723 3740

Director of Education

David Bremner, Wellington
david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920

Treasurer

Murray Warrington, Napier
murray@brassbanz.org.nz

H: 06 844 1120

M: 021 860 128

28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Youth Brass Band

Musical Director: David Bremner, Wellington
Manager: Mike Ford M: 021 708558
mike.ford@airnz.co.nz
www.facebook.com/nznybb

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band

Musical Director: Leigh Martin, New Plymouth
Manager: Jo Doyle, Timaru
jodoyle330@gmail.com M: 027 454 9632

2019 National Contest in Hamilton 10 to 14 July

Contact person: Malcolm Barr
mbarr@stjohns-hamilton.school.nz

2020 National Contest in Christchurch
8 to 12 July

Contact person: Stephen Leader
leader14@slingshot.co.nz

FOR SALE
BESSON B flat CORNET

Excellent Condition as New

Comes with Case in very good order
3 Mouthpieces, 1 Lyre, 1 Ssshhh practice Mute
1 Owner.

Contact Alex Garrett 027 492 0185 or 07 571 8720

Friends of the National Youth Brass Band:

P Adams, ABI Music Ltd, B] Aldridge (in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in perpetuity),

J Aldridge, Brass Whanganui, T and B Bremner, G Coomer, T and B Cudby,

D and M Dawson, JW Edmondston, M and S Ford, RA Hancock, R] Harris, JB and
NC Hollick, DA Johnson, I Levien, AG Lewis, JR McGough, Marlborough District
Brass, O Melhuish, D Miller, G and C Moseley, ] Mulraney, NZ Army Band,

PA, B and M Platt, E Sayer, M Smith, ] and R Sullivan, The Estate of Joan Norma
Morris, S Webb.

If you would like to support the activities of the National Youth Brass Band please
contact the Executive Officer or make a donation at
www.brassbanz.org/friends-of-national-youth-band

Life Members of the BBANZ

Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan BEM, JP,

Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell ONZM, Graham Dick, Beverley Kench, Ian Levien QSM,
Stephen Leader, Tony Lewis MNZM, Bill Platt, Evan Sayer, Dianne Smeehuyzen,
Rodney Sutton MBE JP, Murray Warrington

Life Members who have served BBANZ

JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, W Currie,

] Drew, RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin, E] Gohns, T Goodall,

Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall,

JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, H Nielson,
E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, ] Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, P
Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.
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Holiday Activities
During the summer holiday you may find yourself with nothing to do so
here are some projects that you could work on.

Calling Composers:

The management committee is seeking test pieces for all band grades for the
2020 National Contest. Composers are invited to submit recent works for
consideration with a preference given to works by NZ composers. Works
should be written for usual brass band instrumentation. Please forward
completed works to bbanzeo@gmail.com by 1 November 2019.

Showcase Us:

Expressions of interest are sought from talented, experienced website
designers interested in giving BBANZ a fresh and professional ‘shop window.
Designers are invited to pitch their idea of how the website could look and
the cost involved in achieving this. Functions required are sales point for
music and CDs etc, clear paths to find information and easily updated by an
administrator.

Please send your proposal to bbanzeo@gmail.com by 1 February 2019.
Wish List:

Discussion at the AGM indicated that the National Band was something
many players strive to be a member of and many audience members want

to listen to. So ... the management committee is giving you the opportunity
to contribute to a wish list of possible events for a National Band within the
next five years. Is international contesting a draw card? A tour through New
Zealand? Attendance at international events such as the Midwest Clinic in
Chicago? Is a National Band purely about player development or a showcase
of New Zealand performers and music or a revenue generator? What barriers
are there that stop players applying for the band? Your ideas will help
formulate a strategic plan for the future of the National Band. Please email
your ideas to bbanzeo@gmail.com by 1 February 2019 or discuss them with a
member of the management committee.

Vangu
@ Les’rral

have the full factory support.

Condolences

It is with sadness that we report the
recent passing of two members of our
fraternity.

John (JC) Everitt passed away on
Sunday 21 October. John was a member
of the New Zealand National Band in
1962, 1980, 1985 and 1995. He was

the Drum Major of the 1990 National
Band which marched at the opening of the Commonwealth
Games held in Auckland and of Wanganui City Brass when
the band performed at the Edinburgh Tattoo in 1993. John
served with the New Zealand Army Band for 10 years and as
the bandmaster of the Ohakea Air Force Band for 28 years.
In recent years John has been a Drill Judge at our National
Contest. Our sincere condolences to his wife Tina and their
family.

David Chaulk passed away suddenly I
on Monday 5 November. David was
well-known as a conductor, composer
and businessman. He was a member
of the 2009 National Band of New
Zealand, winner of the NZ Champion
of Champions in 2003 and 2004, and
winner of the Open Tenor Trombone
on three occasions. David was a .
regular adjudicator at our National Contest including
being the Assisting Chief Adjudicator in 2015. Our sincere
condolences to David’s partner Charmian, family and
friends.
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TROLLEY

VALUED AT $999.00
WHEN YOU BUY
18 PERFORMER

STANDS

When you buy 18 Performer Stands, 16 Alto Stands

or 24 Jazz Stands, the trolley is on us!

FREE
TROLLEY

VALUED AT $1099.00
WHEN YOU BUY
16 ALTO
STANDS

FREE
TROLLEY

VALUED AT $899.00
L RO
24 JAZZ stands
STANDS

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY



