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Cover story photos of the Youth Band

The whole team at the Edmonds Band Rotunda in Christchurch - tutors (Cameron Lee, Raynor Martin, Ross Gerritsen, Anthony Smith and 
Aishah Leitner)  MDs Tyme Masters and Phil Johnston, and guest soloist Nic Scott.

2023 National Youth Brass Band
In this Issue:
• News from Whakatane, Kerepehi

and St Kilda
• A list of those who received

BBANZ Long Service awards in
2022

• Next-Gen Lachlan Grant
• We will have a full report on the

2023 National Youth Brass Band
course in the March issue.

http://www.musicways.co.nz
mailto:musicways.co.nz
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Happy 2023
I hope you all 
enjoyed some 
quality time with 
your families 
and have made 
the most of 
the summer 
holidays.

For most of us, 
we are only now 
starting to think 
about locating 

our instruments and getting valves/slides/
drumsticks working again before our first 
band rehearsals for the year. However, 
our finest young musicians did not have 
this luxury, as Tyme Marsters had sent 
out a challenging programme for them 
to prepare ahead of the 2023 National 
Youth Band training course. Perhaps all 
the rain we had over the summer helped 
drag players away from the beach and 
into their practise rooms as the band 
again performed with real distinction, 
with outstanding concerts in Westport, 
Blenheim, and Christchurch. This year’s 
NYBB was entitled “Te Wā Heke Mai – The 
Future”, so it was a shame more people 
didn’t take the opportunity to hear and 
meet the players who will play a crucial 
part in the future of our organisation.

Once again, I witnessed the vast amount 
of work that goes into organising and 
running a successful training camp and 
tour. A big thank you to Tyme Marsters, 
Emily Richards, Phil Johnston, guest soloist 
Nic Scott, NZ Army Band and the many 

others in this year’s management team 
for their hours of preparation and hard 
work, all to provide wonderful lifelong 
memories to another group of young 
musicians. The quality of the final concert 
and the wonderful team spirit among the 
players is a credit to everyone involved. 
Like the other band members’ parents, 
I would like to especially acknowledge 
the players for “putting in the mahi” over 
the summer and making us very proud. 
Another real banding highlight for me – 
thanks, Emily S.

One of the biggest challenges we 
continue to face each year is raising 
the funds required to operate our 
representative bands. Unfortunately, this 
year, our grant application to cover the 
cost of accommodation for the Youth Band 
was declined. Operational difficulties 
in the hospitality sector have made it 
even more challenging to achieve grant 
funding, and often we are only aware 
of our success or failure in the final days 
before a band assembles. Not ideal when 
budgeting and planning a programme. 
In anticipation of the possible reduction 
in grant funding, the course fee for the 
2023 NYBB band, unfortunately, had to 
be increased. We fully appreciate that it 
is not easy for families with a member 
or multiple members in the band, for 
those selected for other representative 
bands simultaneously and for students 
to fund themselves. Therefore, we must 
find alternative methods to obtain the 
necessary funds to operate the National 
Secondary Schools’ Band, National Youth 

Band and National Band, which are 
all vital for the sustainability of brass 
banding in New Zealand. We are very 
open to ideas on how to help resolve 
this situation; however, one initiative 
we have underway is Payroll Giving. 
Payroll Giving is a reasonably “painless” 
way to give back to our movement by 
providing a regular income stream that 
allows the Association to plan with more 
certainty without having to always rely 
on declining funding from grants. All for 
the price of one coffee a week! Thank 
you to those who are already contributing 
in this manner, and if this also interests 
you, please get in touch with Helen or 
me to learn more about how you can 
help secure the long-term financial future 
of brass banding in New Zealand. Thank 
you also to those who donate annually 
to the Friends of the National Youth Band 
and those who also support the National 
Band.

A quick note to all Music Directors – be 
gentle at the first rehearsal as we have 
to wait another 11 months until our next 
summer holidays. Yes, Harmen, I am 
talking mainly to you!

Yours in banding. 
Kia haumaru te noho, stay safe and well.

John Sullivan – President 
Brass Band Association of New Zealand

Gig Guide (Subject to Ministry of Health Alert Levels)

Monday 20 February 
Air Force on Tour, 7.00pm at the Royal 
Whanganui Opera House, Whanganui.

Tuesday 21 February 
Air Force on Tour, 7.00pm at the Great 
Lake Centre, Taupo.

Wednesday 22 February 
Air Force on Tour, 7.00pm Clarence Street 
Theatre, Hamilton.

Thursday 24 February 
Air Force on Tour, Baycourt Committee 
and Arts Centre, Tauranga.

Sunday 26 February 
Great Women of Rock, presented by 
the Bras and Brass Band and Brass 
Whanganui, 2.00 pm at the Royal 
Whanganui Opera House. Tickets available 
from the venue or buy online HERE.

Tuesday 7 March 
Announcement of the test music for the 
national contest and release of entry 
forms. For more information, visit HERE.

Sunday, 12 March 
Riverside Brass: a free concert by 
the bands of Canterbury from 11.00am 
at Remembrance Park, opposite The 
Terraces, Christchurch city.

Sunday, 26 March 
Riverside Brass: a free concert by the 
bands of Canterbury from 11.00am at the 
Edmonds Band Rotunda, Christchurch city.

Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 April 
Otago Southland Association band and 
solo contest in Roxburgh. 

To have your events listed in the Gig 
Guide, email the editor at 
bbanzeo@gmail.com

For more events and news, visit our 
Facebook pages: BBANZ, NZNYB, NSSBBNZ 
and National Band 

https://www.whanganuivenues.co.nz/
https://www.brassbanz.org/page/national-championships/
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/brassbanz/
https://www.facebook.com/nznybb/
https://www.facebook.com/nssbbnz/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalbandnz/
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Bras & Brass are back
After a two-year hiatus, thanks to our friend COVID, the Bras 
and Brass Band is finally back performing. The first event for 
2023 is a concert as part of the La Fiesta Women’s Festival in 
Whanganui. The band will perform with Brass Whanganui in 
a concert entitled “Great Women of Rock” on 26 February.

Bras and Brass was initially formed in 2018 to perform 
brass music for a variety of reasons, such as to help raise 
funds and awareness for the NZ Breast Cancer Foundation 
and to provide a band for women of any playing ability to 
be involved in so that we can all have fun doing what we 
enjoy. We can also help support each other and members 
going through the ordeal of cancer themselves. Since 
the band’s formation, we have lost one of our founding 
members to the disease, but while we grieve her loss, it 
inspires us to carry on and help as many others as possible 
in whatever little way we can.

We have a good core of founding members - along with a 
constantly changing list of newcomers - who all pay their 
own way to the events. We do try and get funding to help 
with travel costs, but it speaks volumes that everyone 
is happy to chip in to be a part of this group, and we are 
forming a very tight-knit little band as a result.

The La Fiesta theme gives us a chance to branch out a 
little more, so we are thrilled to welcome aboard Private 
Shannelee Etches from the New Zealand Army Band, 
who will be singing some specially arranged pieces with 
the band. Once again, we are guided by our awesome 
conductor, Michelle Panko, and we also welcome back our 
honorary Pink Lady, Lance Kedzie, on Eb bass, who has been 
with us from the start!

So if you’re in the area and fancy a feel-good show, come 
along and enjoy yourself - there’re bound to be songs you 
know, and we encourage audience participation! Great 
Women of Rock 2.00 pm Sunday 26 February at the Royal 
Whanganui Opera House.

Kerepehi Brass Band keeps on marching forward.

On 20 August 2022, many former and current members of the 
Kerepehi Brass Band came together for a day of music to celebrate 
the band’s 75th anniversary. This memorable day ended in a sell-out 
concert.

Kerepehi is a small town located in the Hauraki Plains, Waikato, an 
hour from Auckland, Tauranga, and Hamilton. George Vivian founded 
the Kerepehi Brass Band after WWII. He dreamed of creating a brass 
band, and while investigating this possibility, he soon received help 
from the district. Before long, the first outing of the Kerepehi Brass 
Band played at the Kerepehi Easter Races.

A polio outbreak struck not long after the band started, and 
practising had to stop . Over 70 years later, band practises were 
curtailed again due to Covid-19. But in both cases, the band returned 
to play music again once the pandemic was under control.

The people in and around our community love the band, and for 
most members, it is their favourite activity. During the past 75 
years, the band has had five conductors and presently has a joint 
conductorship. One member has been in the band for over 75 years 
and is still blowing his tune.

Kerepehi Brass Band originally started as a boy’s band but now has 
a thriving membership of all ages, from primary school students to 
our more senior citizens. There are currently three bands - the main 
Kerepehi Brass Band, the Junior Band for the students, and the new 
daytime social band for seniors to come together to practise.

The band likes performing, usually having at least one or two 
outings each month, and plays at diverse events, from Bavarian 
nights to Steampunk parades to the many Christmas celebrations 
spread throughout the district. Over the last few years, the band has 
performed Christmas carols along the bush walks and tunnels in the 
Karangahake Gorge. It is the band’s last event of the year and has 
become very popular with both band players and members of the 
public.

If any of you are passing our musical hub on the plains, particularly 
on a Wednesday evening, and you carry an instrument, please call 
in and come and join us for the evening or, better still, become a 
member.

Love you all - keep on playing music. Joe de Jong and Nicki Leventer.

Pitch Perfect Reunion



5

The Saints go marching into 2023!
We will be lining up at Point A for the Street 
March (and the stage events) at the 2023 
National Contest in Dunedin in July and hope 
record numbers of bands will join us. The 
local contest committee is working hard to 
ensure a great event, and Dunedin is ready 
to welcome you.

The Saints have an exciting year lined up, 
starting with our regional contest in early 
April in Roxburgh. We are looking to the 
future and have appointed Reuben Brown 
to conduct us at this contest. Reuben is 
currently deputy conductor of Wellington 
Brass and is one of a number of inspiring 
young musicians in and around our 
movement who are up for the challenge, 
and we are keen to support them in that.

We congratulate Alan Spence on his 
appointment as Musical Director of Brisbane 
Excelsior and wish him well for the 
upcoming Australian National Championships 
in April. However, Alan will be conducting 
The Saints at the Dunedin contest. We 
thoroughly enjoyed our time with Alan in 
2022, and both Alan and the band are keen 
to build on this again.

Our inaugural Les Green Scholarship has 
been awarded. Moderators Harry Smith, 
Prof. Peter Adams and Trevor Kempton had a 
difficult task. The Scholarship was awarded 
to Brianna Loan, a young tenor horn player 
who has come through the Ascot Park 
programme with Kath Herman in Invercargill.

The moderators recommended that a 
highly commended special award go to 
Leon Kendall from Blenheim. Leon is also a 
horn player and has been tutored by Kevin 
Moseley. Both Brianna and Leon were in 
the 2023 National Youth Band and have 
played together in the NZ Secondary Schools’ 
Band. They will both be studying at Otago 
University in 2023.

Les Green QSM, an outstanding tenor horn 
player in his time and now resident in 
Christchurch, recently attended the National 
Youth Band’s concert in Christchurch and 
took the opportunity to meet Brianna and 
Leon. Les thoroughly enjoyed the concert 
and the virtuosity of soloists and band 
members alike.

Leon Kendall, Les Green and Brianna Loan.
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During the recent Mosgiel Brass 150th celebrations, the president 
of the Brass Band Association, John Sullivan, presented eleven 
band members with their certificates, medals, ribbons, and bars, 
recognising an incredible 452 cumulative years of service as 
registered players in a total of thirteen different bands affiliated with 
BBANZ.

As well as the BBANZ registered bands, the group have played in 
another seven junior, school, auxiliary and unregistered bands and 
regional and national junior and youth bands. They have helped 
other registered bands when required and played in gang shows, 
symphonic bands, and orchestras. As might be expected, most of 
them started playing young.

Several of those receiving awards have served in governance roles 
for their bands and at regional and national levels.

Brian Horsnell; 25 years. Brian started his banding career with 
Waimate Silver before transferring to Dunedin, where he initially 
played with St Kilda Brass, then for the past 21 years with Mosgiel 
Brass. He aspired to play the trombone, but after being told he 
should learn a valved instrument first, Brian started on baritone. 
Subsequently, after a brief time on cornet to fill a gap, Brian moved 
to the tenor horn. He no longer wants to play the trombone. Brian 
has served on the committee and is currently President of Mosgiel 
Brass.

Grant Shackell; 26 years. Grant started in Timaru’s Waimataitai 
Primary School Band as a 9-year-old and remembers attending 
marching practise every Saturday morning. He then attended Timaru 
Boys’ High School, where his banding continued. In 1964 Grant was 
one of three third formers in the Timaru Boys’ High School Brass 
Band, which competed in the D-Grade at the Nationals. After leaving 
school, Grant had a 28-year rest from brass banding until joining 
Mosgiel Brass 25 years ago. During his years with the Mosgiel band, 
Grant has served as a committee member and president. He has also 
played a key role in organising regional contests when Mosgiel is the 
host band.

Karen Parker; 29 years. Karen played in the Roxburgh school band 
before joining the Roxburgh Brass band and was briefly registered 
with Gore for the provincial and national contests. She was a 
member of the Otago Southland youth band that toured Christchurch 

in 1997. Karen played cornet until joining Mosgiel and switching to 
flugel horn. Karen has served on the committee of Mosgiel Brass and 
regularly organises fundraising activities.

Robert Craigie; 31 years. Rob joined the band when his father, 
Philip, re-joined after the family moved back to Mosgiel. Rob’s 
percussion skills always help the band and are often commented 
on by grateful players. Rob has conducted the band at national and 
provincial contests while his father returned to the playing ranks to 
plug gaps. Rob has also conducted St Kilda Band. Rob played in the 
National Youth Brass Band and National Youth Orchestra from 1997-
2000, and he regularly plays for St Kilda and occasionally Kaikorai 
Metropolitan bands.

Ben Rickerby; 34 years. Ben started learning the cornet when he 
was ten years old. His music teacher told him he was “overblowing” 
and moved him on to tenor horn. After continuing to “overblow,” Ben 
moved to the Baritone and then, when he was twelve, was asked 
to move to his current Eb Bass. As well as Mosgiel Brass, Ben has 
played with Kaikorai Auxiliary, Kaikorai senior and St Kilda Brass 
bands. He was also selected for the Otago and Southland Youth 
band for several years. Ben has served on the committee, as Vice 
President of the Kaikorai band and as a representative on the OSBBA 
Committee. He has served as co- and then sole Musical Director of 
the Kaikorai Auxiliary band, on the committee and as President of 
Mosgiel Brass. He is a regular adjudicator for the OSBBA provincial 
contest. Earlier this year, Ben was asked by Kaikorai Metropolitan 
Brass to be their interim Musical Director for the OSBBA contest 
and work with them until the end of 2022. Recently, this became a 
permanent position.

Cathy Bennett; 41 years. Cathy’s banding career started at 
Roxburgh. Her time there was followed by a year with Invercargill 
Juniors before she joined Mosgiel in 1984. Cathy has been on and off 
the Mosgiel committee so many times she has lost count. As well as 
her commitment to Mosgiel, Cathy served nine years on the national 
management committee of BBANZ. At the recent OSBBA contest 
hosted by Mosgiel, Cathy was once again Chief Supervisor for the 
solo and party events, a role she has undertaken for several years. 
Currently, Cathy is helping to organise the 2023 National Contest in 
Dunedin, the fourth time she has filled this role. In recognition of her 
service as a player and an administrator and her active participation 

Recognition of lonnnng service to Brass Banding!
Barbara Cooper with her family.
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in the wider 
banding 
community on 
behalf of the 
band, Cathy 
was recently 
made a Life 
Member of 
Mosgiel Brass.

Philip Craigie; 
46 years. Philip 
was destined 
to be involved 
in brass bands. 
His father was 
a player and 
committee 
member of the 
Mosgiel band 
for many years. 
Philip joined 
the band as a 
cornet player. 
In 1970, as a 
music student 
at Otago 
University, he 
became the band’s conductor. At age 19, and arguably the youngest 
conductor of a contesting brass band in the country, Philip took 
the band to the 1972 District Contest in Oamaru, where they won 
the D Grade. Philip moved to Christchurch to further his teaching 
career as Head of Music at Riccarton High School. During this time, 
he was associated with Woolston Brass Band. By the 1990s, Philip 
was back in Mosgiel and again a cornet player in the band. In 
1992 the conductor’s position again became vacant, and Philip has 
held the role ever since. Three of Philip’s children and three of his 
grandchildren are band members. Philip has filled in as a player for 
both St Kilda and Kaikorai Brass bands, the Dunedin Symphonic Band, 
and the Dunedin Symphony Orchestra. At contests, Philip is always 
heavily committed in ways other than just conducting the band. At 
the recent OSBBA contest, he accompanied, conducted, or competed 
in more than twenty solo and party events. Philip is a Life Member 
of Mosgiel Brass and, in 2018, received the Queens Service Medal for 
his services to music.

Margaret McFadgen; 46 years. Margaret joined the Balclutha Junior 
Band at age eight, playing Tenor Horn. After moving to the Taieri 
in 1984, Margaret joined the Mosgiel Municipal Brass Band, where 
she briefly played Baritone before moving back to the Tenor Horn. 
Margaret has served as the Band Secretary for 32 years and is a Life 
Member of Mosgiel Brass.

Ivan Roxburgh; 47 years. Ivan has always played for Mosgiel. 
When he joined the band, Ivan admits that his musical knowledge 
was next to zero. In his own words: “Fortunately, I had a mentor to 
educate me as best he could”. A percussionist is required to assemble 
and manage much more gear than a brass instrument player. Ivan 
is always there to oversee and ensure that the whole section’s 
percussion gear is loaded (correctly and safely) in the trailer for travel 
and playouts. Ivan has previously served several years as treasurer 
and is a Life Member of Mosgiel Brass.

Trevor Peach; 57 years. Trevor’s grandfather Harry Larsen was part 
of what was then the Mosgiel Municipal Brass Band, and Trevor 
was encouraged by his grandad and his mother to learn a brass 
instrument. Trevor started on the tenor horn, which he played for 
about ten years until he moved to the Euphonium. He attended the 
first-ever junior Otago and Southland Brass Band camp at the fruit 
cannery in Roxburgh in 1968. Trevor has spent his entire banding 
career with one band. Having held most positions on the band’s 
committee at one point or another, Trevor is a Life Member of 
Mosgiel Brass.

Barbara 
Cooper; 70 
years. Barbara 
started playing 
when she was 
ten and among 
the few female 
brass players. 
She has helped 
pave the way 
for female 
players. As 
a teenager, 
Barbara was 
the principal 
cornet of 
the St Kilda 
Junior Band. 
Although she 
was allowed to 
march and play 
at a contest, 
she was not 
allowed to 
be in the 
band photos. 
Barbara was 
selected for 

the National Youth Band, but a week after she received notification, 
she was delivered another letter revoking the selection as the band 
could not provide facilities for female players. In 1975, the Kaikorai 
band held a special general meeting and secret ballot to decide 
whether to accept female players as player numbers were dropping. 
The vote was far from unanimous, but females were allowed to join 
the band. Barbara joined Kaikorai in 1976. At the time, she was not 
allowed to play for St Kilda, even though the band was desperate for 
cornet players and Barbara’s husband, Don, and the best man at their 
wedding, Allan Brieseman, were playing members. It was another 
six or seven years before she could join St Kilda.

As well as Mosgiel, Barbara has played for Balclutha, Kaitangata, Port 
Chalmers Marine, Kaikorai, St Kilda, Dunedin Ladies, and Dunedin 
Metropolitan Brass bands. She has also played for the Bras and Brass 
Band since its inception. Barbara is the Mosgiel Brass custodian, 
managing the instruments and uniforms, including sewing repairs 
when necessary.

Each of these stories is unique, but they also have common themes. 
Most of these people started their brass band journey while still at 
school.

Individually, they followed different paths towards a similar goal. 
They have devoted countless voluntary hours to practise, playouts, 
mentoring others and administration. They have served their bands, 
the broader brass band movement, and their community. They have 
played at contests, concerts, and Anzac services, on stages, railway 
platforms, street corners, and at birthdays, weddings, and funerals. 
Between them, they have played in every section of the band. 
They have been recognised, but they are not alone; others have 
either been recognised previously or chose not to have their service 
acknowledged at this time. They are just a few of hundreds around 
the country with similar stories.

Members with long service are the heart of the brass band 
movement. Young players are the lifeblood. All these people 
recognised for their long service were young newbies once.

Mosgiel Brass currently has seven school-age players or school 
leavers. Where else can people aged from pre-teens to over 80 
years old gather as a group to partake in an activity that gives not 
just themselves but also others pleasure? Young players must be 
nurtured to keep brass banding alive. Long-serving players who have 
devoted many years to their music and their bands are the example 
and the inspiration.

L-R: Ivan Roxburgh, Philip Craigie, Trevor Peach, Grant Shackell, Rob Craigie, Brian Horsnell. 
Front L-R: Ben Rickerby, Cathy Bennett, Barbara Cooper, Margaret McFadgen and Karen Parker.
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Quick Notes
Congratulations to our NZ bandies who made 
the 4barsrest award nominations for 2022.

Harmen Vanhoorne, musical director of North 
Shore Brass, was nominated in the Conductor 
of the Year category and 2022 Champion of 
Champions Murray Borthwick, also from North 
Shore, was in the Player of the Year section.

While they did not win these categories, 
Murray was selected in the 4barsrest Band 
of the Year, with the 4barsrest team saying 
“Murray Borthwick is almost a freak of horn 
playing nature, and in 2022 once again headed 
to New Zealand where he finally won the blue 
ribbon ‘Champion of Champions’ solo title – 
some 44 years after he first won the Junior 
version.”

PS. Iwan Fox of 4barsrest is keen to receive 
news from local bands. Send your news 
to general@4barsrest.com

Editor’s comment: When searching for a 
photograph to accompany a story in The 
Mouthpiece, I found a site (HERE) with historic 
photographs of many New Zealand bands. 
It is fascinating to look through the photos, 
and you might see someone you know - I 
found my father in one of Wanganui Garrison 
Band from 1957. If you have any pictures you 
would like to submit or have any comments or 
information about any of the pictures or bands 
on the site, you are welcome to email 
gavin@ibew.co.uk

Maamaloa Brass is heading to Australia to 
compete in the 2023 Australian National Band 
Championships, being held in Newcastle, 
NSW, from 7 to 10 April. The band has been 
invited by the chair of the contest organising 
committee, Jeff Markham, to perform at a 
public concert on Saturday, 8 April. The band 
is looking forward to participating in its 
first overseas contest, having only started 
contesting last year.

The judges for the band events at the 
Australian contest include Dr Robert Childs 
from the UK, David Bremner from Wellington 
and Andrew Snell, who recently returned to 
Australia from Christchurch.

Murray Borthwick, named in the 
4barsrest Band of the Year.

Maamaloa Brass

mailto:general@4barsrest.com
http://www.ibew.org.uk/vbbp-nz.html
mailto:gavin@ibew.co.uk?subject=VBBP%20comments
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Happy New Year from Whakatane
Here we are, with a long overdue 
contribution to The Mouthpiece 
to let you know we are alive and 
kicking in Whakatane.

Before Christmas, the band 
performed a revival concert that 
was very well received, as it was 
our first concert for quite some 
time. Alan Spence QSM returned 
to conduct us. Our programme 
included some wonderful playing 
of solos and new works. We 
dedicated a march, RMB (Rotorua 
Municipal Band), to those in our 
ranks who have a proud and long 
history with that band, which 
suffered a disastrous fire that 
destroyed their bandroom last 
year.

The revived Whakatane Band included some 
experienced players, some new players and 
many learners (young and old). We had a 
full band and are looking to kick things off 
again in 2023 as we intend to compete at 
the Waikato Bay of Plenty contest as a band 
again.

In recognition of 30 years of dedication, 
service and being the most significant 

influence imaginable on our organisation, 
we have renamed our bandroom in honour 
of the Spence family. Alan and Tania were 
surprised and humbled when we announced 
this and presented them with the “Spence 
Family Hall” sign at our concert. The influence 
and dedication of Alan, Tania, Mitchell, 
Luke, Clarke and Lachlan over the years has 
been selfless and hugely appreciated. We 

celebrated the renaming with 
a blessing of the Spence Family 
Hall when the boys were home 
in December. A great turnout of 
old and new players fronted to 
acknowledge them all.

Our soloists were very successful 
at the WaiBOP Championships 
in October, and as always, we 
thank Jen Hardy for doing such a 
fantastic job accompanying the 
soloists. We had four young stars 
selected for the 2023 National 
Youth Band, and we are so 
proud that they made a great 
contribution to the band. Great 
to see so many other players 
originally from Whakatane in that 
band, also.

Jazz in the Park in February will be one of 
the social events on the Whakatane calendar 
for 2023. Young bass superstar Jeshua Oram 
is taking the lead for this event, where we 
have a jazz band (big band) performing.

We are still on the hunt for a musical director, 
and anyone skilled and interested should 
contact our President, Stephen Clayton, on 
021 1963238 or stephen@ohagans.net.nz

Lachlan, Luke, Tania, Alan and Clarke Spence.

http://www.abi.co.nz
mailto:stephen@ohagans.net.nz
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Bugle Call
The main topic for this column has usually been bugles and the 
sounding of bugle calls. This year my intention is to broaden 
the scope to some extent because, from time-to-time, items of 
interest arise that I consider worth sharing.

One such item of historical and musical interest has arrived 
courtesy of former One Tree Hill bandsman Chris Mullane. It 
caught my attention because it relates to fire brigades, as they 
play a role in my family history and also remind me of my first 
Auckland band, which had the grand title “Auckland Metropolitan 
Fire Brigade Band.” Such bands were not uncommon in major 
centres throughout New Zealand for most of the last century.

In fact, many service organisations had brass bands and 
traditions which reflected military origins – St John Ambulance 
and Boys’ Brigade bugles, for example. So, the main item of 
interest this month is a poem.

This poem is special because it was written by Thomas Bracken 
(1843-1898), who also penned the words to our national anthem. 
His poem, titled “The Tramp of the Fire Brigade,” is dedicated to 
the Dunedin Fire Brigade and was put to music by Marcus Hume 
in 1876. Space does not allow the whole production of three 
verses with repeated chorus. Verse one will have to suffice:

‘Tis grand to hear the trumpet clear, 
When it calls the soldier on, 
To prove his might in the field of fight, 
Where valiant deeds are done; 

And the gallant tread, of the troops when led, 
By their leader’s flashing blade,

Sounds loud and true – but there’s music too 
In the tramp of the Fire Brigade.

A six-line chorus follows:

No prouder tramp 
In field or camp, 
On march or on parade, 
Than the fireman’s tread 
As they rush ahead, 
Hurray for the Fire Brigade!

It is interesting to note that Marcus Hume (1843-1906) was 
House Steward of Dunedin Hospital in 1863, and he formed 
and conducted the Dunedin Artillery Band. Attempts to find the 
music, or a recording reputedly made, to date have yet to be 
successful.

There may be a reader with connections to a Fire Brigade Band or 
an Artillery Band who can shed some light on the topic. Ideally, 
a copy of the music may be found for use at the Devonport Fire 
Brigade reunion later this year. It would be a shame to have to 
write another tune for the occasion.

Ian Levien
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Friends of the National Youth Brass Band:
Peter and Kylie Adams, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity), E Aldridge 
(in perpetuity), J Aldridge, Auckland Bands Association, 
D and M Dawson, Pete and Billie Harbidge, JB and NC Hollick, 
Carol and Trevor Kempton, I Levien, AG Lewis, John McGough, 
O Melhuish, D Miller, G and C Moseley, NBS Nelson City Brass, 
North Shore Brass, NZ Army Band, Otago Southland Brass 
Band Association, B and M Platt, Evan and Lorraine Sayer, 
M Smith, J and R Sullivan, The Estate of Joan Norma Morris. 
If you would like to support the activities of the National 
Youth Brass Band please contact the Executive Officer. 
Life Members of the BBANZ 
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, 
Tony Cowan BEM, JP, Kevin Dell ONZM, Beverley Kench, 
Ian Levien QSM, Stephen Leader, Leigh Martin, Bill Platt, 
Evan Sayer, Dianne Smeehuyzen MNZM JP, Rodney Sutton 
MBE JP, Murray Warrington. 
Life Members who have served BBANZ
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, 
RM Brooker, Trevor Cudby, W Currie, Graham Dick, J Drew, 
RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin QSO , EJ Gohns, 
T Goodall, Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, 
KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall, JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, 
Tony Lewis MNZM, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, 
H Nielson, E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty, 
WV Siddall, R Simpson, P Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor 
OSM, LE Thorne QSM, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
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2023 National Contest
Happy New Year from Dunedin Brass, the organising committee 
for the 2023 National Contest. As many bands begin to get back 
together and plan events for the year, we thought it would be 
timely to update you on the National Contest preparations.

Before Christmas we launched our website: www.dunedinbrass.
org.nz On this website, you will find information about the 
contest as it comes to hand, along with information about 
accommodation and what else is on in Dunedin during your stay 
that you might want to check out.

We have been very fortunate to secure the Dunedin Centre 
venues, which incorporate the Town Hall and Glenroy Auditorium 
facilities in one interconnected complex. This will allow all the 
different solo, party, and band stage events to be held in one 
location in the centre of town.

The website includes a fly-through video of the Dunedin Centre 
complex if you want to see and learn more about the venue 
facilities.

Planning continues for the Street March, with provisional 
approval from the city council for the event to run through the 
Octagon as in previous Dunedin-hosted contests.

We will continue to keep you updated as more information 
becomes available on the website, contest Facebook page 
and, of course, in The Mouthpiece. And you can contact us at 
dunedinbrass@gmail.com

We look forward to seeing you all in July.

http://www.abi.co.nz
http://www.dunedinbrass.org.nz
http://www.dunedinbrass.org.nz
mailto:
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Next-Gen
In this issue, management committee 
member Lachlan Spence interviews 
23-year-old Lachlan Grant, tuba player with 
Auckland City Brass and New Zealand Army 
Band.

What led you to join a brass band?

After playing the trombone for two years, 
I saw an episode of ‘Family Guy’ that 
featured the tuba. It was bigger and shinier 
than the trombone, so I told my mum I 
wanted to upgrade. She got in contact with 
Waitakere Brass, and that same night I had 
my first rehearsal with the Waitakere Youth 
Brass Band.

Does musical ability run through your 
family?

I’m the only brass player in my family, but 
my mum sings and played the clarinet 
while at school. My brother plays the guitar 
and is currently in groups operating out of 
Finland.

To date, what have been some of your 
musical highlights?

Some of my highlights would be playing 
Prokofiev’s Symphony No.7 with the 
Auckland Philarmonia Orchestra, playing at 
the Blues vs Crusaders Super Rugby final at 
Eden Park (despite the result) and Auckland 
City Brass› performance of Paganini 
Variations at Nationals 2022.

What have you gained from being in 
Secondary Schools’ and National Youth 
Bands?

Youth bands have been an amazing way of 
getting to know other young players and 
appreciating the scale of the brass band 
community. After youth band, I always feel 
inspired to practise and have many fun 
memories to look back on.

What sort of things would you like to 
happen to support young players?

I think it’s really important that young 
players hear more experienced musicians 
while learning. Workshops such as the 
‘Brass in Class’ run by the Auckland Bands 
Association are great, and concerts by 
national representative bands and soloists.

Who or what has been your greatest 
inspiration?

Musically, much of my inspiration has come 
from my peers and from listening to other 
performers. There are also things I want 
to be able to play on tuba that I can’t do 
yet, and that desire for progress keeps me 
motivated.

What’s the best thing about being in a 
brass band?

When you’re in the middle of a test piece, 
and it’s absolutely cooking.

What do you hope to achieve in the future?

Being a part of the National Band is a goal 
of mine, as well as conducting a community 
band in New Zealand. I have very diverse 
work-related goals, but I aim always to 
enjoy and be fulfilled by what I’m doing.

You are the manager of Auckland City Brass; 
what have you found enjoyable about band 
administration?

The thing I like the most about band 
administration is seeing other people 
having fun and enjoying themselves. 
Administration for me has been about 
making sure things are organised well and 
that we are putting on satisfying concerts 
for both players and our community.

What skills have you developed/how 
have you benefitted from taking on your 
managerial roles?

I have learnt a lot of life skills from being 
in band management, such as emailing, 
phone calls and bookings, that I use daily. 
I’ve also learnt about what makes people 
unhappy in bands and in general. Learning 
to identify and mitigate these issues has 
been an area of development for me 
through band management.

Is there anyone you would like to thank for 
helping you with your achievements thus 
far?

I would love to thank my mum and my 
grandmother for giving me a start in the 
brass world. Thanks to my first teacher 
Mark Close and subsequent teachers, Tak 
Chun Lai and Alex Jeantou. I’d also like 
to thank the current Auckland City Brass 
committee for their continued help with the 
band.

Quickfire questions

What type of music do you listen to most? 
Funk.

Other interests? Ultimate Frisbee and Chess.

Favourite food? Hot chippies.

Favourite place? Raurimu - near Mt 
Ruapehu.

Favourite film? The Dark Knight.

Favourite instrument? Can’t beat the 
soprano in a band

Favourite piece of music? Sibelius 
Symphony No. 2

What do you dislike most? Crumbs in the 
butter.

For the more technical amongst us, what 
make of instrument do you play?

I’m very fortunate to play several 
instruments at the moment: A Meinl 
Weston 3225 4/4 CC tuba and a Besson 
Sovereign Eb and BBb Bass. I primarily use 
UltimateBrass mouthpieces - LTC F/C.
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POSITIONS VACANT
Marlborough District Brass has vacancies for BBb Bass, Solo 
Tenor Horn, and Solo Cornet players. Currently placed in the 
top tier of NZ’s B grade bands, we are specifically seeking 
players from A and B grade bands prepared to relocate to 

Blenheim for a minimum of three years.

We will assist with employment, accommodation, 
relocation costs, and immigration (if necessary) for the right 

applicants.

Blenheim provides a friendly, safe environment with a 
vibrant performing arts community and is the principal town 

in the Marlborough region which is supported by a rural 
economy centred around grapes and seafood.

Leisure activities involving water sports, tramping, hunting, 
and snow skiing are within easy reach.

For further information, visit our website www.
marlboroughbrass.nz or to register your interest, please 

email chair@marlboroughbrass.nz

What is 
Payroll Giving? 
If your employer offers payroll giving, you can donate to 
charities and similar organisations directly from your pay.

You choose the organisation you want to donate to, how 
much you want to donate and how often. You can choose 
more than one organisation. The organisation you choose 
needs to be on the IRD’s list of approved organisations. For a 
list of donee organisations go HERE.

Your employer deducts the money on your behalf and passes 
it on to the organisation. For every dollar you donate you 
get 33.33 cents back as a tax credit. The credit reduces the 
amount of PAYE you pay. You do not need to do anything at 
the end of the tax year as you’ve already received the tax 
credits.

Click HERE for more information.

http://www.marlboroughbrass.nz
http://www.marlboroughbrass.nz
mailto:chair@marlboroughbrass.nz
ird.govt.nz/donee
https://www.ird.govt.nz/roles/employees/payroll-giving-as-an-employee
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BBANZ – Directory
Postal: 159 Gayhurst Road, 
Dallington, Christchurch 8061 
Website: www.brassbanz.org.nz

Executive Officer 
Helen Lee 
bbanzeo@gmail.com M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity CC 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President
John Sullivan, Auckland 
jsullivan@customcontrols.co.nz
M: 021 736 832 
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland

Vice-President
Grant Langdon, Auckland 
gklklangdon@gmail.com M: 022 089 1162

Wayne Jennens, Nelson 
wtjennens@gmail.com M: 021 583 231

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim 
brian.nicholas.nz@gmail.com M: 027 220 1711

Emily Richards, Wellington 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Lachlan Spence, Wellington and Whakatane 
lachlan.spence2000@gmail.com M: 027 9145 061

Treasurer 
Murray Warrington, Napier 
murrayshonaw@outlook.com
M: 021 860 128 
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Band of New Zealand 
Musical Director David Bremner 
Band Manager: Garth Coffey, Wellington 
nznationalband@gmail.com

National Youth Brass Band 
Musical Director: Tyme Marsters, Christchurch 
Manager: Emily Richards 
nybb2023@gmail.com
M: 021 607 483

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band
Musical Director: Andrew Snell, Christchurch 
Manager: Sandra Ginever 
nssbrassbandnz@gmail.com
M: 021 211 2321

2023 National Contest in Dunedin 5 to 8 July
Contact person: Ben Rickerby 
dunedinbrass@gmail.com

2024 National Contest in Auckland 10 to 13 July
Contact person: Owen Melhuish 
owenmelhuish@gmail.com

National Secondary Schools’ 
Brass Band – Musical Director

Applications are called for from musical directors who have 
the appropriate experience and motivation skills to work 
with our outstanding young musicians during their annual 

training course to be held during the school holidays in 
October 2023 and 2024.

To apply, please send a current CV outlining your musical 
training and experience along with a covering letter to the 

Executive Officer bbanzeo@gmail.com 
before Monday 13 February 2023.

Long Service Awards
In 2022 awards for long service to the brass band movement in New Zealand were 
presented to 39 people from 12 bands. Our heartiest congratulations to all those 
who have given so freely of their time to brass banding over many years.

Brass Whanganui: Selwyn Holmes 70 years.

Cambridge Brass: Chris Hendy 41 years.

Levin & Districts Brass: Chris Lawton 57 years and Trish Windley 25 years.

Te Awamutu Brass: Stuart Lindsey 45 yrs, Pauline Allen 40 yrs, Denise Wilson 30 yrs, 
Michael Martin, Jean Fisher and Graeme Plenderleith 25 years.

Marlborough District Brass: Kevin Moseley 55 yrs, Kathy Moseley 45 yrs and 
Christine Moseley 45 years.

Masterton District Brass: Norman Henderson 74 years (posthumously)

Mosgiel Brass: Barbara Cooper 70 yrs, Trever Peach 57 yrs, Ivan Roxburgh 47 yrs, 
Margaret McFadgen and Philip Craigie QSM 46yrs, Cathy Bennett 41 yrs, Robert 
Craigie 31 yrs, Ben Rickerby 30 yrs, Karen Parker 29 yrs, Grant Shackell 26 years 
and Brian Horsnell 25 years.

Motueka District Brass: Peter Graham 65 yrs, Malcolm Adams 55 yrs and Melinda 
Close 35 years.

New Brighton Silver Band: Jim Hill 55 yrs, Bill Grubb 47 yrs, and Aaron Hannah 35 
years.

Oamaru Garrison Band: Raymond Walker 70 yrs, Neville Cowles 61 yrs and Andrew 
Hayes 60 years.

The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band: Bryce Gordon 45 yrs, Ray Farrow and 
Linda Warren 35 yrs and Adrienne Robertson 25 years.

Trust Porirua City Brass: Tom Daniels 50 years.

Long Service awards start from 25 years and are given to players and 
administrators of BBANZ bands. If you would like an application form, please 
email Helen at the BBANZ Office at bbanzeo@gmail.com

http://www.brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:jsullivan@customcontrols.co.nz
mailto:gklklangdon@gmail.com
mailto:wtjennens@gmail.com
mailto:brian.nicholas.nz@gmail.com
mailto:emily@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:lachlan.spence2000@gmail.com
mailto:murrayshonaw@outlook.com
mailto:nznationalband@gmail.com
mailto:nybb2023@gmail.com
mailto:nssbrassbandnz@gmail.com
mailto:dunedinbrass@gmail.com
mailto:owenmelhuish@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
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http://www.brassdirect.co.nz
mailto:rhys@musicways.co.nz



