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The National Band and New Zealand Symphony
Orchestra on stage at the Michael Fowler Centre.

2022 National Band of New Zealand
After nearly two years of planning, the
National Band finally had the opportunity
to get on the road and visit some of the
provinces in the North Island during the
week of 16 May. The band met together
for two rehearsal sessions on Sunday,
where they were quickly put through their
paces by Musical Director David Bremner in
preparation for what was going to be a busy
week.
On Monday evening, the first concert was
held at Whirinaki Whare Taonga Expressions
Theatre in Upper Hutt. In front of a soldout crowd, the band thrilled the audience
with their musical skills and wide-ranging
repertoire, setting the standard for the rest
of the tour, which never diminished.
Tuesday and Wednesday provided one of
the band’s highlights for the week when
it joined in a historic collaboration with
the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. A
huge acknowledgement of thanks must go
to David Bremner, who worked tirelessly
behind the scenes over many months
securing the project. The original plan

was to hold two combined concerts in
Hamilton; however, the relaxation of the
Covid restrictions came too late to allow
these concerts to go ahead, resulting in their
cancellation.
However, we were very grateful the NZSO
arranged for an alternative collaboration
to occur. Under the baton of esteemed
conductor James Judd, the two groups
combined to record several pieces at the
Michael Fowler Centre in Wellington, to be
broadcast later.
At the end of the two days’ recordings, it
was very humbling to receive numerous
comments from James Judd and other
orchestra members praising the band on
their sound and musicianship, and even
comments on how smart the band looked in
their Barkers suits. We are eagerly awaiting
the production of the recordings, which,
when broadcast, will go a long way to
help dispel some of the myths about the
musical restrictions of brass bands. It should
be incumbent on our whole brass banding
community to help break down those
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misconceptions held by people who haven’t
heard a brass band in concert.
Thursday evening, the band performed to
another Wellington audience at St Peters,
Willis Street in the City. During a sound check
at St Peter’s earlier in the afternoon, the
local parish vicar recorded budding musical
director Louis Bremner in action – check out
the video HERE. Again, the band performed
with distinction, leaving the audience
craving for more.
The band hit the road on Friday, ending up
in New Plymouth. The trip was delayed a
little around Levin due to a tornado hitting
the town overnight. The stormy weather
encountered on the trip and on arrival
in New Plymouth did not diminish the
enthusiastic audience that attended.
Saturday saw the band head for Palmerston
North for their final concert. Yet again, a very
appreciative audience filled the Salvation
Army Citadel there, and the band, not
surprisingly, gave their all in providing a topclass concert.

One feature during any concert by the band is to honour past players of the
National Band, acknowledging any who may be in the audience. This year we
invited a past player to play with the band in each of our concerts, those being
Russell Boyle (Upper Hutt), Alice Rudhall (Wellington), Trevor Bremner (New
Plymouth) and Alan McDonnell (Palmerston North). An added bonus was Trevor
performing in his 1967 uniform – which still fits!! Each selected player joined the
band for their encore piece, The William Tell Overture, and displayed their musical
prowess expertly.
Feedback received from those who attended all our concerts was very
complimentary and showed the value of the band going to the regions. A number
of the audience mentioned this was their first encounter with a brass band, with
one high school music teacher who brought 15 students to the concert in New
Plymouth saying it was one of the best concerts she had seen in New Plymouth.
Her only concern was that the standard of any other music groups she would
take her students to see and hear would not be to the same high standard as the
National Band.
Any tour of this nature would not be possible without the continued commitment
of sponsors: Besson, NZ Army Band, BBANZ, Barkers, Sshhmute and for this tour,
Waitoa Social Club and the Kiwi Gaming Foundation. Their support not only enabled
the tour to proceed, but we nearly balanced the books (sorry, Mr Treasurer!)
Also, a special mention to Chris Lawrence, who, at the last minute, stepped in to
replace a player who, two days before the tour began, was unable to travel. (Covid).
Even though this tour has concluded, keep a lookout for future concerts and
engagements; we’d love to see you there as you won’t be disappointed. The
players are very keen to continue showcasing the best in banding to the nation and
beyond, and to paraphrase the words of Willie Nelson, “the life we live is making
music with our friends, and we can’t wait to get on the road again”.
Garth Coffey - Band Manager

Feeling Positive

National contest
entries have closed for
Wellington 2022. With
40 bands represented
and an estimated
1,200 competitors, it
will be a busy four
days for our Contest
Manager, the Contest
Committee and the many volunteers. It is
very positive to have such a large number
of bands and soloists at our national
event, especially to have three bands
recently join the Association so they can
attend. This growth is a testament to the
fantastic work that tutors, conductors and
administrators carry out throughout the
country.

The Michael Fowler Centre is an
outstanding venue, and in combination
with Wellington College, I have no doubt
bands will enjoy the experience of playing
in such venues. To relieve some of the
uncertainty for the local committee
around the planning for this contest, the
management committee decided that the
street march would not take place. You
would have thought this decision would
be greeted by cheering from all bands –
but no. It seems many bands enjoy this
event and, over recent years, have been
putting more effort into their moves and
selection of music, giving the audience

more of a street party event to enjoy. So
… could we make more of this event by
holding it on Sunday with all the vibe of a
real street party?
As COVID continues to move through
the community, bands have to adapt
and manage with players absent from
rehearsals and concerts at very short
notice. It is a good reminder that there
is a high possibility that bands will
also be impacted at the contest. Just
as BBANZ and the Contest Committee
have identified key roles and put
backup options and plans in place, we
recommend that each band also considers
how you will manage potential COVID
cases. As the saying goes, “hope for the
best but plan for the worst”. Although
these are challenging and uncertain
times, we can continue to grow on our
142-year history of contesting by being
both adaptable and innovative. Maybe
we are doing something right as I was
recently invited to speak at a Brass Bands
England meeting about our contesting
format, as the outside world sees it as
a highly successful and well-supported
model.
I am very fortunate to have recently had
the opportunity to tour with the National
Band. A real highlight was catching up
with former National Band members
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David and Trevor Bremner

and their families as we finally got the
chance to perform again. Thank you
to all in the audience for the support
shown in Wellington, New Plymouth and
Palmerston North. This tour assembly
also included recording sessions with
the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra,
the first time the two organisations
have worked together. This was a
chance-of-a-lifetime experience for a
part-time amateur musician such as
myself. Witnessing how professional and
talented the musicians are in our national
orchestra also reinforced to me just how
outstanding our top players are. Most with
full-time careers outside music, our best
brass players and percussionists are very
comfortable performing at the highest
level. We should be very proud of the
standard of brass bands throughout the
country, and with so many fine young
musicians, the level will undoubtedly lift
even higher in the years to come.
Yours in banding.
Kia haumaru te noho, stay safe and well.

John Sullivan – President Brass Band
Association of New Zealand

Back To Grassroots
The Gumboots Brass and Wind Ensemble
invites youth players to its Winter Camp from
21 to 23 July in Hastings. Once again, lead
tutor Harmen Vanhoorne will put players
through their paces with music that will
engage, excite and extend their experiences.
“We have now run a camp and two
workshops,” says Band Coordinator Kathy
Clark, “and we have found quite an appetite
among young players across the mid and

lower North Island for the chance to gain
invaluable experience working with Harmen.”
The camp is supported by the Earl Creativity
Development Trust, Creative Communities
NZ (Hastings), MusicRoom and the Central
Districts Brass Band Association, and local
businesses and band families.
The winter camp will focus on preparing a
concert programme for a performance on 23
July.

3

For more information about the Gumboots
Brass and Wind Ensemble project, contact
Kathy at gumbootsbrassandwind@gmail.com
or 021 689 005.
“It’s such a buzz to see our young players so
keen to learn more from the best, and this
can only be good for bands everywhere,” says
Kathy

Masterclass at Contest
Calling young musicians of any ability! Do
you want a chance to be coached by New
Zealand’s top musicians? In addition to
the busy schedule at this year’s Champion
Brass contest, the Contest Committee
would like to invite young musicians under
the age of 25 to apply to take part in one
of three Masterclasses with professional
musicians of the New Zealand Symphony
Orchestra and Auckland Philharmonia
Orchestra.
On Thursday, 14 July, three simultaneous
masterclasses with Josh Rogan (APO
Sub-Principal Trumpet), Shannon Pittaway
(NZSO Principal Bass Trombone), and
Thomas Guldborg (NZSO Associate
Principal Percussion) will run at St Mark’s
School and the Royal NZ Air Force Band
rooms. These two-hour masterclasses will
feature successful applicants across any
brass band and percussion instrument,
with each participant receiving 30-minutes
of unique and personal coaching from
these renowned musicians.

Shannon Pittaway

Thomas Guldborg

To seize this opportunity, applicants
must send in a 5-minute audition tape
that features their best playing and fill
in this simple survey to register for the
masterclass! Please send your applications
to bandmanager@wellingtonbrass.net.
nz and complete this survey HERE.
Successful applicants will be selected
on their ability to perform and how they
believe this opportunity will impact them.

Josh Rogan

Remember, these Masterclasses are for
musicians of any and all abilities.
Applications are due by 5.00pm Monday,
27 June. Applicants will be notified on
Wednesday, 29 June. Please get in touch
with Reuben Brown at the above email
address for any questions.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Online Masterclass
Tom Hutchinson, the principal cornet player
of the world-famous Cory Band and Besson
Artist, is hosting an online masterclass on
Sunday 19 June, for New Zealand bands.

Tom began learning the cornet aged nine and
joined his local brass band, Stannington. As a
teenager, he joined Barnsley Building Society
Band and quickly ascended to the position of
principal cornet. Tom’s first taste of playing
‘top man’ in a championship section band
happened a few years later aged fifteen,
when he joined the Rothwell Temperance
Band.
During these formative years, Tom also played
solo cornet with the National Youth Brass
Band of Great Britain, including two courses
as Leader. The band’s Associate Conductor, Dr
Nicholas Childs, noticed his talent and later
invited him to join the world-famous Black
Dyke Band.
Tom played for ‘Dyke’ on repiano cornet and,
was promoted to tutti solo cornet at the
age of eighteen. He played with Black Dyke
for four years, contributing to many contest
successes, including the British Open, English
National and National Championship of Great
Britain titles. During his time with ‘Dyke,’ he
also toured extensively across Europe and
Australia.
After graduating from the Royal Northern
College of Music in 2009, studying under
Richard Marshall, Tom was invited to join
the mighty Cory Band as principal cornet.
After leading the band in his first year to its

hat-trick-winning European title in 2010, Tom
has since lead Cory to British Open titles in
2011 and 2016, Welsh regional titles in 2011,
2012, 2014, 2015 and 2017, Brass in Concert
Championship wins in 2012, 2013, 2015 and
2016, the European title once again in 2013
and 2016, and three National Final wins in
2013, 2015 and 2016.
Highlights of his time so far at Cory have been
receiving the band’s player of the year award
twice (2012 and 2015), releasing his debut
solo CD ‘In Principal’, and leading Cory to its
historic Grand Slam achievement in 2016,
with the band finishing off the year as the
world’s number one ranked brass band for a
consecutive and unprecedented ten years.
As well as playing principal cornet with the
Cory band, he is a Professor of Cornet at
the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama,
brass specialist with Ev-entz Music, cornet
tutor for the National Youth Brass Band of
Wales and cornet tutor for the National
Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain.
As a Besson artist, Tom represents the Buffet
Crampon Group worldwide. Over the past few
years has performed as a soloist in Australia,
New Zealand, Japan, Canada and the USA.
If you are interested in the workshop with
Tom, please email
bbanzeo@gmail.com
to register.
Our thanks to Besson
for making this
workshop possible.
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Tom Hutchinson

Army Band in Concert
The New Zealand Army Band has a busy
few months ahead as domestic COVID-19
measures ease and international travel
borders begin to reopen.

This year, Anzac Day services recommenced
on the Gallipoli Peninsula, some three years
after the last service was held, due to the
COVID-19 Pandemic. Several members of the
Army Band were chosen to deploy to Turkey
for the occasion and given the honour of
performing at the Dawn Service at Anzac
Cove and the New Zealand Service at Chunuk
Bair.
Corporal Raynor Martin was selected as the
bandleader and bugler for the deployment,
where he performed impressive renditions of
The Last Post at both services. Lance Corporal
Cameron Burnett was selected as the
drummer for the catafalque party, a guard
of defence personnel who stood watch over
the monument at the commemorative site.
Private Shannelee Etches, the vocalist in the
contingent, performed a beautiful rendition
of the New Zealand National Anthem. She
also dazzled the audiences with emotional
performances of Welcome Home, I Am
My Country, and Pō Atarau. Making up the
rest of the team were Lance Corporal Jacob
Mancer (tenor horn), Lance Corporal Sam
Powell (cornet), and Private Aishah Leitner
(trombone). It was an immense honour for
these band members to represent their
country and pay their respects on such
hallowed ground.

Later this year, the Army Band, led by
recently-appointed Drum Major Sergeant
Kevin Hickman, will make its long-awaited
return to Scotland, where it will perform at
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo. This will be
the band’s seventh time at the renowned
event and will mark some twenty years since
its inaugural performance at the Tattoo in
2002. Preparations for the performances are
well underway, and it is shaping up to be
one of their most exciting displays yet.
While the band is looking forward to
travelling again and presenting to a world
audience, they are equally excited to perform
domestic brass-centric concerts for local
audiences in the coming months.
Before the band departs for Scotland,
they will hold a short series of brass band
concerts in the Canterbury region. These will
occur at the Ashburton Event Centre on 10
June and The Piano: Centre for Music and the
Arts in Christchurch on 12 June.
Under the baton of recently-reappointed
Bandmaster Staff Sergeant Philip Johnston,
the band will be performing an array of
music from the traditional and contemporary
brass band catalogues, featuring pieces by
renowned composers such as Paul LovattCooper, Peter Graham and Christopher
Bond, as well as exciting brass-centric
arrangements of pieces by Jerome Kern,
Queen and The Drifters. There will truly be
something to satiate any musical taste.
With so many world-class musicians in their

Corporal Raynor Martin
ranks, it is only fitting to feature a selection
of them. These concerts will include solos by
Sergeant Kevin Hickman (flugel horn), Lance
Corporal Jacob Mancer (tenor horn), Private
Nicholas Scott (tuba) and Private Jack Harré
(trumpet).
Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for seniors and
$5 for those aged under 18.
Tickets for the Ashburton concert are
available at ateventcentre.co.nz, and for the
Christchurch concert, they are available HERE.
Lance Corporal Cameron Burnett

The New Zealand Army Band contingent at Anzac Cove.
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Gig Guide

(Subject to Ministry of Health Alert Levels)

Friday 10 June
Traditional Brass presented by New
Zealand Army Band, 7.00pm at the
Ashburton Events Centre, 211 Willis Street,
Ashburton. Tickets available HERE.
Sunday 12 June
Traditional Brass presented by New
Zealand Army Band, 2.30pm at The Piano:
Centre for Music and Arts, 156 Armagh
Street, Christchurch. Tickets available
HERE.
Sunday 19 June
Online masterclass with Besson Artist
Tom Hutchinson from 10.00am. Email
bbanzeo@gmail.com to register your
interest.
Wednesday 13 to Saturday 16 July
National Brass Band Championships
in Wellington
Wednesday 13 July
Events from 10.00am. Solos for Under
15, Juniors, Masters and Open Slow
Melody. All percussion events. All
Open ensembles/duets.
Junior Champion of Champions at
5.00pm

Open Own Choice event and Junior
Ensembles/Duets. Junior Slow Melody
and workshops.
Open Champion of Champions from
7.30pm
Friday 15 July
Sacred/Reflective item and Test
Selection for A,B and C Grades
Saturday 16 July
Own Choice selection for A, B and C
Grades.
D Grade and Youth Grade events.
Wednesday 21 to Saturday 23 July
Gumboots BWE Winter Camp in
Hastings. Lead tutor Harmen Vanhoorne.
Registrations open now. Email
gumbootsbrassandwind@gmail.com or
text your name, your band and GUMBOOTS
to 021 689 005
Saturday 23 July
In concert Gumboots BWE and
Deco Bay Academy bands, 2.00pm,
Hastings. Bookings essential to
gumbootsbrassandwind@gmail.com

An Evening of Melody 8.00pm

Saturday 3 and Sunday 4 September
Central Districts band contest

Thursday 14 July
From 9.00am - Open solos including

Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 September
Otago Southland band and solo contest

Bugle Call

As I write this month’s column, I am also
preparing the “Probus” presentation I will
give to the Takapuna Friendship Club on
the 20th of May. Perhaps more about that
in a later edition.
Fortunately, I was able to test myself
on the cavalry trumpet I mentioned last
month, on Anzac Day this year on three
occasions. First, a Dawn Service with
Papakura City Brass at the Papakura
Cenotaph where I played the Last Post,
followed by the “long” Reveille. After the
breakfast which followed, the band played
for the Drury mid-morning service, where
they were also celebrating the centenary
of their cenotaph unveiling whilst I played
the calls at Summerset Karaka Retirement
Village. Finally, that evening, I returned to
the Village to play for their flag-lowering
ceremony (followed by a glass or two of
Port, courtesy of the Village manager).
On returning home, I discovered I had by

accident left my bugle bag behind and
had to return the next day to retrieve it.
Perhaps one glass will be sufficient next
year!
So, in summary, the 106-year-old trumpet
enjoyed sounding the Last Post and
Reveille at the Dawn Service, the Last
Post and Rouse mid-morning and the
Retreat early evening - which, I might
add, is standard repertoire for any military
bugler. Only four of about ten calls can be
considered routine, i.e. played every day
as part of a soldier’s in-camp routine. In
no particular order, other calls include the
Mess Call, Defaulters,
First Post, Lights Out,
Warning for Parade and
General Salute. Some
played more than once a
day as well.
Next time, space
permitting and with an
author’s permission, I
would like to explain
routine calls in more
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hosted by Mosgiel Brass at the Taieri
College Performing Arts Centre, Mosgiel,
Dunedin.
Sunday 18 September
Auckland Bands Association band contest
Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 September
Canterbury Provincial Brass Bands
Association solo and band contest at St
Margaret’s College, Christchurch.
Tuesday 4 to Saturday 8 October
2022 National Secondary Schools’ training
course in Christchurch.
Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 October
Waikato Bay of Plenty solo and band
contest
Friday 4 to Sunday 6 November
Mosgiel Brass Band is celebrating 150
years of banding on the Taieri. Contact
grant.shackell@outlook.com for further
details or join the closed Facebook group
called Mosgiel Brass 150th.
To have your events listed in the Gig
Guide, email the editor at
bbanzeo@gmail.com
For more events and news, visit our
Facebook pages: BBANZ, NZNYB, NSSBBNZ
and National Band

detail. Meanwhile, those who sounded
calls this year (and others) may like to do
a little research. Hunt out an old bugle
book if you can. Make sure it is British,
for that is our heritage when it comes to
the military music of our Defence Forces.
There are some differences in customs
between Royal New Zealand Navy, New
Zealand Army and Royal New Zealand Air
Force.
American calls, however, will be covered
in a future issue. Does anyone know the
words to Taps?
Ian Levien

Central Districts Contest
Hawera Brass hosted the 2022 Central Districts Brass Band
Association Solo & Party Contest on 8 May at Hawera High School.
There were 141 entries from 12 of our member bands, including the
regions junior and academy bands, Whanganui Concert Brass, New
Plymouth JAY Band, Deco Bay Brass Academy, Hawera Brass Junior
Band, and Ruapehu Waimarino Band. Our thanks to our adjudicators,
Fraser Bremner, Carmel Spencer and Jody Thomas and our supporting
writers and event supervisors in the halls. All of which were superbly
overseen by our Contest Supervisor Rebecca Zentveld. We are
enormously grateful for the support of the sponsors of this event:
Pelorus Trust, Quinns Auctions, Hawera High School, Musicworks New
Plymouth, Top Note and Gumboot Brass. And last but not least, the
hardworking Karl Anderson, Jason Cressingham and team Hawera.

Open Slow Melody
1 Hamish Jellyman, Brass Whanganui
2 Keenan Buchanan, Palmerston North Brass
3 Ray Farrow, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band

Results
Junior Percussion solo
1 Lucy Morgan, Whanganui Concert Brass
2 Finnian Sinclair, Brass Whanganui

Junior Quartet
1 New Plymouth JAY Band

Championship Solo
1 Hamish Jellyman, Brass Whanganui
2 Ray Farrow, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
3 Carmel Spencer, Trust Porirua City Brass
Junior Duet
1 Toby Clark/Bryn Morgan, Brass Whanganui
2 James Peng/Kylle Contreras, New Plymouth JAY Band
3 Arne and Moata Leiva Benegas, Whanganui Concert Brass

Open Duet
1 Anna Lee/Ray Farrow, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
2 Mathew Johnston/Simon Murphy, Palmerston North Brass
3 Karl Anderson/Jason Cressingham, Hawera Brass

Open Percussion solo
1 Lumi Lightband, Hawera Brass
Under 13 Slow Melody
1 James Peng, New Plymouth JAY Band
2 Kylle Contreras, New Plymouth JAY Band
3= Moata Leiva Benegas, Whanganui Concert Brass
3= Alice Quinn, New Plymouth JAY Band

Senior Quartet
1 Hawera Brass

Under 13 Air Varie
1 Arne Leiva Benegas, Whanganui Concert Brass
2 James Peng, New Plymouth JAY Band
3 Callum Morgan, Whanganui Concert Brass
Under 15 Slow Melody
1 Connor Rooke, Brass Whanganui
2 Bryn Morgan, Brass Whanganui
3 Tyler Williams, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
Under 15 Air Varie
1 Bryn Morgan, Brass Whanganui
2 Isaac Lamb, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
3 Tyler Williams, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
Under 17 Slow Melody
1 Wesley Richards, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
2 Toby Clarke, Brass Whanganui
3 Catherine Frew, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
Under 17 Air Varie
1 Toby Clarke, Brass Whanganui
2 Wesley Richards, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
3 Catherine Frew, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
Under 19 Slow Melody
1 Arahan Pilkington, Feilding Brass
2 Anna Lee, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
3 Luke Squire, Brass Whanganui
Under 19 Air Varie
1 Arahan Pilkington, Feilding Brass
2 Anna Lee, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
3 Luke Squire, Brass Whanganui
Novice Slow Melody
1 Rachel McDonald, Whanganui Concert Brass
2 Mairead Bulfin, Hawera Brass
3 Mark Wester, Hawera Brass
Open Air Varie
1 Ken Austin, The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass Band
2 Rachael McDonald, Whanganui Concert Brass
Arne and Moata Leiva Benegas from Whanganui Concert Brass
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National Contest Preview
It has only been five years since the National
Championships were last held in Wellington,
and much has changed in the world since
then. Thirty-two bands from throughout the
country haven’t succumbed to COVID and
are tuning up, ready to perform for our chief
adjudicators, Kenneth Young and Mark Carter.
Nine bands will contest the A Grade title,
including defending champions Wellington
Brass, looking for their fourth win in a row,
as they achieved from 2013 to 2016, and
consistent rivals Woolston Brass and North
Shore Brass.

With six bands in the B Grade, which is fewer
than usual, the competition will be wide
open following 2021 champion band Brass
Whanganui’s promotion to the A Grade and
Marlborough District Brass’s return to the
grade. Or could the local bands, Hutt City
Brass and Trust Porirua City Brass, feature on
the podium?
Woolston Concert Brass travels north to
defend its title and takes on seven North
Island bands in the C Grade. Great to see
the newly promoted Matamata Brass taking
on the challenge in this grade and Hawera

Brass back at the national championships
for the first time since the 2005 contest in
Wellington.
Seven bands will compete in the D Grade. It
is fantastic to see the increasing numbers in
this grade, including three of BBANZ’s newest
member bands, Whanganui Concert Brass,
Buzzing Brass Wellington, and Maamaloa
Brass, all competing at their first national
contest. Plus, two bands will compete in the
Youth Grade, defending champions Buzzing
Brass Wellington Youth and newcomers
Auckland City Youth Brass.
Highlights of the first day of competition will
be the Junior Champion of Champions in the
late afternoon, which is a free event. Later
that evening, the audience will be treated to
beautiful playing at An Evening of Melody.
The performers are David Paligora, Liam
Wright, Murray Borthwick, Georgia Hoy, Chris
Collings and Mone Isoda, and the winner
and place-getters from the 2021 event, Kevin
Hickman, Anthony Smith and Chris Lawrence.
There is one more spot up for grabs in this
prestigious event for the winner of the Open
Slow Melody event held earlier in the day.
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The Open solo and Junior ensemble events
will get underway at 9.00am on Thursday
and conclude that evening with the Open
Champion of Champions. And, to make the
most of being in a brass band bubble, there
are also masterclasses with members of
the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra and
Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra.
Friday and Saturday, see the A and B Grade
Sacred/Reflective Item and Test Selection
events in the magnificent Michael Fowler
Centre, with the C, D and Youth grades at
Wellington College. To allow all supporters,
band members and the general public
the opportunity to hear as many bands as
possible, it is free admission to all band
events on Friday and Saturday.
We are all looking forward to bringing you a
great contest. Still, if you can’t make it there,
you can watch the events on live streaming
at www.brassbanned.com hosted by the
inimitable and energetic Tim Kelly.
Helen Lee - Contest Administrator

The A and B Grade events will be held at
the Michael Fowler Centre, and admission
is free. There will be a bar and café open
from 10.00am to late, with a wide range of
bars, cafes and restaurants located a short
walk away. There will also be trade and
information stands and a large screen to
watch the live stream.

With only weeks to go until contest,
Wellington is ready to host the 2022
Championships. Last-minute arrangements
are being put in place, with contingency
plans should we end up in a COVID “red”
setting. However, we are ready to go
under “orange” for what we hope will be a
relatively normal contest albeit without the
Parade of Bands and the Sunday concert.
Wellington has certainly missed events over
the last two years, and hotels, motels, and
local hospitality businesses are excited to
have the contest in the capital.
With support from the Wellington City
Council, WellingtonNZ, Pelorus Trust, Pub
Charity, and a passionate and supportive
“family” of sponsors from across the brass
band scene, the contest will be held at some
great venues.
Wellington College kicks off the events with
solos and ensembles, with a venue also at St

Mark’s School next door. Wellington College
has ample free off-street parking with
room for coaches and percussion trucks and
trailers. There will be trade stands and a café
to purchase refreshments, with many other
cafes and restaurants a short walk away. The
NZ Air Force bandroom, a few minutes’ drive
away, will host the percussion events.
Due to the extraordinary events leading up
to this contest, the C, D and Youth Grade
events will be held at the award-winning
Alan Gibbs Centre at Wellington College.
There will be no admission fee for the band
events.
The premium solo events ‘An Evening of
Melody’, the Junior Champion of Champions
and the Champion of Champions will be held
in The Theatre at Wellington College. Tickets
are now available for ‘An Evening of Melody’
and the ‘Champion of Champions’ from the
KiwiTicket website.
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An enthusiastic team of volunteers will
support the contest. These wonderful
volunteers are band supporters, often former
players and family or friends of current
players. The Champion Brass Team thanks all
our volunteers for giving up their time, and
this year we are pleased to have our friends
at Sharesies on board to support them. Our
volunteers will be wearing distinctive and
colourful Sharesies shirts, so keep an eye
out for them!
When attending events, we ask that you
look after yourself - wear masks where
appropriate, maintain social distance where
possible, and respect other people’s space.
If you feel unwell, please stay home as our
priority is to look after the health, safety
and wellbeing of attendees at our contest
venues.
For more information, please go to the
contest website www.2022contest.brass.nz
We look forward to seeing you in Wellington
in July. Have fun and keep safe.
Champion Brass 2022 Organising Team

West Coast Contest

Air & Variation – 13 years and Under
1 Amelie Keoghan, Westport Municipal Band
2 Spencer Keoghan, Westport Municipal Band
3 Caitlyn Moynihan, Marlborough District Brass

Covid was always likely to have an influence on this contest, held in
Westport on 28 and 29 May.

Air & Variation – 15 years and Under
1 James-Patrick Moynihan, Marlborough District Brass

The actual running of the event did not look like it would be an
issue, especially after changes to alert levels and the easing of
restrictions. However, the effect of Covid on band preparation
was another matter. Over a period of months, most bands in the
Association have been affected to some extent, one severely so.

Air & Variation – 19 years and Under
1 Logan Ready, Marlborough District Brass
2 Leon Kendall, Marlborough District Brass
3 Sam Hynd, Marlborough District Brass
Slow Melody – 19 years and Under
1 Leon Kendall, Marlborough District Brass
2 Sam Hynd, Marlborough District Brass

In the end, preparing to any reasonable standard was just not
possible in some cases. With several players even having to
withdraw only the day before the event, we ended up with
something of a mini-contest. Therefore we had only three bands,
host band Westport Municipal Band, Marlborough District Brass and
guest band, Rolleston Brass.

Novice Brass
1 Daniel Mitchell, Westport Municipal Band
Novice Percussion
1 Caelan Nicol, Westport Municipal Band

The Street March was not held even though the loosening of
gathering restrictions meant it could have gone ahead. It was simply
too difficult to make all the necessary arrangements in the available
time frame.

Air & Variation - Intermediate
1 Alex Farrow, Marlborough District Brass
2 Spencer Lane, Marlborough District Brass
3 Nicola Moynihan, Marlborough District Brass

Traditionally our solo and party events have been very strong. This
again proved to be the case, though with a somewhat reduced field
due to withdrawals.

Slow Melody – Intermediate
1 Rebecca Keoghan, Westport Municipal Band
2 Kevin Moseley, Marlborough District Brass

The band events proved to be very close when considering the bands
involved. Missing players was at least part of the reason for this. I
can personally attest it is hard work with only half a front row cornet
team.

Air & Variation – Premier
1 Clyde Dixon, Marlborough District Brass
2 Grant Pitcher, Westport Municipal Band
3 Graham Moseley, Marlborough District Brass

Credit to the organisers for having the determination to push on
with the contest and to the attending bands. It would have been
understandable if they had decided not to participate.

Slow Melody – Premier
1 Clyde Dixon, Marlborough District Brass
2 Grant Pitcher, Westport Municipal Band
3 Graham Moseley, Marlborough District Brass

Mention must also be made of the members of the public who
came to events. At present, we live in an environment where
people could easily remain at home, yet they choose to attend a
band contest.
Thanks also to Phil Johnston for hard but fair adjudicating.

Junior Ensemble
1 Westport Municipal Band
Open Duet
1 Nathan & Rebecca Keoghan, Westport Municipal Band

All in all, great fun.
Ross Hall, President – NMWCBBA

The conductor of
Rolleston Brass,
Raynor Martin and
NMWCBBA President
Ross Hall.

Kathy Moseley accepting the trophy
for Best Soloist in the Entertainment
Programme.

Traditional Contest
Marlborough District Brass (A)
Rolleston Brass (C)
Westport Municipal Band (C)

Hymn
40
36
34

Entertainment Contest
Marlborough District Brass
Rolleston Brass
Westport Municipal Band

Music
85
84
81

Test
85
82
81

Stage March
42
40
39

Entertainment
44.5
44.5
44.25

Total
167
158
154

Placings
1
2
3

Total
129.5
128.5
125.25

Placings
1
2
3

Best soloist in the entertainment section: Kathy Moseley, Marlborough District Brass
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Bang goes Addington Brass’ Sakura!
We staged our Sakura concert on Saturday
May 21 at the Christchurch Salvation Army
Citadel. It was always going to go with a
bang if the Takumi Japanese Drumming
Group were having their way, – and that it
did! The Canterbury Japanese Choir and our
own TRAINing band joined us along with
guest soloist Justin Hodges for what turned
out to be an enjoyable and often exhilarating
evening of music and culture.
We started proceedings with The Bandwagon
from composer Philip Spake’s catalogue of
bright and breezy, harder-than-they-look,
running semi-quaver numbers, and followed
this up with something of a contrast, Keith
Wilkinson’s arrangement of Bizet’s duet
from Deep Inside the Temple featuring our
euphonium players Grant Pitcher and Nanami
Shibata. Well done Grant and Nanami!
The all female Canterbury Japanese Choir
then took the stage under the direction of
Hiromi Hughes and offered up a delightful
selection of songs, the first of which was
the seasonally appropriate Momiji (Autumn
Leaves). Staying with the seasonal theme
this was followed this up by the children’s
song Fuyu Geshiki (A Winter Scene). Shōjōji
no Tanuki-bayashi (Belly Drum Dance at
Shojoji Temple) brought the choir’s warmly
received bracket to a conclusion.
Nicely rested, it was our turn again and
we opened our second spot with William
Himes’ well known Concertino for Flugel and
Brass Band (second and third movements).
Flugel soloist Mia Yee took the spotlight
and acquitted herself very well. Already
the Canterbury Junior Champion, Mia now
has her sights set on a national title at the

Mia Yee performing Concertino for Flugel

Wellington contest. Mia’s solo was followed
up by Mr Ian (Baritone) and Mrs Debbie
(Tenor Horn) Lester’s beautiful rendering of
John Golland’s duet Meiso.
A sudden change in dynamic now as the
spectacular Takumi Japanese Drumming
Group commanded everyones attention
(especially one unsuspecting cornet player)
with rousing performances of Hajimari
No Kyoku (The Beginning) and Fuji (Mt.
Fuji) before the Addington TRAINing Band
(Edward, Graison, James, Cayden, Katia,
Elena, Megan, Karen, Raewyn and Penny
(with a little help from Mark on Trombone
and Luke on drums) delighted the audience
with their committed performances of
Michael Sweeney’s Gallant March, the
Japanese traditional Sakura and Bizet’s
Encore from ‘Carmen’ as arranged by Matt
Kingston.
We opened the second half of the
programme with another Philip Sparke
composition, an abridged version of this
year’s B grade test The Land of The Long
White Cloud ‘Aotearoa’ and followed this
immediately with Japanese Pagoda With
Reflection in Water, a lovely piece by Lena
Orsa masterfully arranged by our own Adrian
Dalton.

no hindrance to our soloist who delivered a
virtuoso performance. Bravo and thank you
Justin!
The drummers returned to play Sakura and
ldomu (Challenge), then we joined them
for Let’s Bon Odori to round off their final
appearance of the evening. Bass trombone
birthday boy Nathan Cottom got the surprise
of his life when at the conclusion of the
Choir’s Hareruia (Hallelujah in te reo Māori)
by Leonard Cohen, they sang him a special,
snazzy version of Happy Birthday.
Resplendent in ceremonial Kimono, Adrian
summoned the forces of both choir and band
for the final two numbers, Peter Maunder’s
Pokarekare Ana - Tomoana and Sukiyaki,
Hachidai Nakamura’s hit song from the 60’s
especially arranged by Brian Hodges.
We are delighted to have been part of
this successful collaboration with The
Takumi Japanese Drumming Group and
The Canterbury Japanese Choir. Our sincere
thanks go to compère Monika Duncan and
to our assisting players, Matt Toomata and
Raynor Martin.

Time now to welcome violinist Justin
Hodges to the stage for what some in the
band might have considered the “major
work” of the evening, Tchaikovsky’s Violin
Concerto in D major (Third Movement)
arranged by Justin’s Dad, and our venerable
timpanist, Brian Hodges. While the keys of
E and B Major proved a sleep loss inducing
challenge for the accompanists, this proved

Takumi Japanese drumming group
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MD Adrian Dalton in traditional Kimono

Applications for the 2023
NYBB are now open!

Friends of the National Youth
Brass Band:
Peter and Kylie Adams, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity), E Aldridge
(in perpetuity), J Aldridge, Auckland Bands Association,
D and M Dawson, Pete and Billie Harbidge, JB and NC Hollick,
I Levien, AG Lewis, O Melhuish, D Miller, G and C Moseley,
NBS Nelson City Brass, North Shore Brass, NZ Army Band,
Otago Southland Brass Band Association, B and M Platt,
Evan and Lorraine Sayer, M Smith, J and R Sullivan,
The Estate of Joan Norma Morris.

Calling all young brass and percussion players – applications for the
2023 National Youth Brass Band are now open! Brass players under
the age of 23 years at the start of the course on 15 January 2023 are
invited to apply to be a member of the 2023 National Youth Brass
Band. Applicants must be registered members of a band affiliated
with BBANZ.
Planning for the 2023 course and tour is still underway, but the band
is expected to convene in Christchurch on, Sunday 15 January 2023.
The band will be led by Musical Director Tyme Marsters and Assistant
Musical Director Phil Johnston, both from Christchurch, and our guest
soloist will be tuba player extraordinaire Nic Scott.

If you would like to support the activities of the National
Youth Brass Band please contact the Executive Officer.
Life Members of the BBANZ
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM,
Tony Cowan BEM, JP, Kevin Dell ONZM, Beverley Kench, Ian
Levien QSM, Stephen Leader, Tony Lewis MNZM
Bill Platt, Evan Sayer Dianne Smeehuyzen MNZM JP, Rodney
Sutton MBE JP, Murray Warrington.

The course is expected to be based in Christchurch, followed by a
short concert tour, with the first concert in Westport on Thursday 19
January, a concert in Blenheim on Friday 20 January and the final
concert in Christchurch on Saturday 21 January. The band will disperse
from Christchurch on Sunday, 22 January.

Life Members who have served BBANZ
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP,
RM Brooker, Trevor Cudby, W Currie, Graham Dick, J Drew,
RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin QSO , EJ Gohns,
T Goodall, Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer,
KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall, JC King, WS King,
GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM,
H Nielson, E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty,
WV Siddall, R Simpson, P Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor
OSM, LE Thorne QSM, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

For application forms and set pieces, see the links below.
Brass players
Percussion players
Applications and auditions must be
received by 5.00pm on Saturday
3 September, and please contact
Emily Richards, Band Manager, at
nybb2023@gmail.com if you have
any questions.
Good luck, and we look forward to
receiving your auditions!
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Next-Gen

In this issue, management committee member Lachlan
Spence interviews 22-year-old Esther Simpson, who
recently joined Wellington Brass, having moved south
from Auckland and England before that.
How did you come to join a brass band?
I joined brass bands properly for the first time last year
when my flatmates Alex King and David Paligora invited
me to come with them to a North Shore Brass rehearsal,
and luckily Harmen Vanhoorne let me keep coming.
Describe how musical ability runs through your family.
My parents play the guitar, and my sister plays the viola.
There aren’t any brass players in my family, but they are
all super supportive!
To date, what have been some of your musical
highlights?
Playing a solo in North Shore Brass’s own choice at the
2021 Nationals. I don’t think I’ve ever felt my heart beat
so hard, but it was amazing to be part of the band and
have that experience.
What have you gained being in the National Youth Band
this year?
Getting to play in the same band as my friends instead of
competing against them.
Who has been your greatest inspiration?
Mark Close - he taught me in my last year of school and
made me want to pursue music further. It’s been so nice
to play in groups alongside him in more recent years,
and his commitment and enthusiasm to music and young
musicians in Auckland is something I am very inspired by.
What’s the best thing about being in a brass band?
The culture and competition, and the chance to play
alongside such incredible musicians.
Is there anyone you would like to thank for helping you
with your achievements thus far?
My family always came to support me, Harmen
Vanhoorne encouraged me to step up to new challenges
and believe in me, and Doug Cross for teaching me at
university.
What do you hope to achieve in the future?
I’m currently studying for my Master’s in music therapy,
and I would really love to be able to incorporate
trombone into my music therapy practice, as it is not
something that is done much at the moment.
Quickfire questions
What type of music do you listen to most? According to
Spotify, ‘British pop.’
Other interests? Tennis, Frisbee golf and visiting open
homes.
Favourite food? Yorkshire pudding.
Favourite place? England.

Esther Simpson

Administrator of the Year
Accompanist of the Year
The National Management Committee seeks
nominations for these awards from bands and
District Associations.
The nominated Administrator or Accompanist
should be highly skilled, totally dedicated and do an
outstanding job for your organisation.
The Administrator and Accompanist of the Year awards will be announced
and the trophies will be presented at the National Contest.
Please send your nomination to Brass Band Association of New Zealand
159 Gayhurst Road, Dallington, Christchurch 8061 or to bbanzeo@gmail.com
Nominations close: Friday 17 June 2022

2025 National
Championships

Applications are called for from organisations
wishing to host the 2025 National Championships
in the top half of the South Island. Please contact
Helen at the BBANZ Office to discuss your application and a request for an
application form. Applications close on Wednesday, 31 August 2022 and
will be voted on at the AGM in November.

The New Zealand MOUTHPIECE ADVERTISING RATES as at 1 August 2021
Size

BBANZ bands and regular advertisers
Full colour (20% discount)

Classified small

$25

$20

Classified large

$50

$40

Eighth of a page

$100

$80

Quarter page

$160

$130

Favourite film? Paddington 2.

Half page

$250

$200

Favourite instrument? Marimba

Full page

$400

$320

Favourite piece of music? Scheherazade by RimskyKorsakov

All prices subject to 15% GST. Deadline for copy: 20th of month prior to
publication. Ten issues are published per year.

What do you dislike most? Being cold.
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BBANZ – Directory

Quick Notes

Postal: 159 Gayhurst Road,
Dallington, Christchurch 8061
Website: www.brassbanz.org.nz

Executive Officer
Helen Lee
bbanzeo@gmail.com M: 029 770 4588
BBANZ is a Registered Charity CC 37839.
All donations are tax deductible
National Management Committee
President
John Sullivan, Auckland
jsullivan@customcontrols.co.nz
M: 021 736 832
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland
Vice-President
Grant Langdon, Auckland
gklklangdon@gmail.com M: 022 089 1162
Wayne Jennens, Nelson
wtjennens@gmail.com M: 021 583 231
Brian Nicholas, Blenheim
brian.nicholas.nz@gmail.com M: 027 220 1711
Emily Richards, Wellington
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Treasurer
Murray Warrington, Napier
murrayshonaw@outlook.com
H: 06 844 1120
M: 021 860 128
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112
National Band of New Zealand
Musical Director David Bremner
Band Manager: Garth Coffey, Wellington
nznationalband@gmail.com
National Youth Brass Band
Musical Director: Tyme Marsters, Christchurch
Manager: Emily Richards
nybb2022@gmail.com
M: 021 607 483

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band
Musical Director: Andrew Snell, Christchurch
Manager: Sandra Ginever
nssbrassbandnz@gmail.com
M: 021 211 2321

2022 National Contest in Wellington 13 to 17 July
Contact person: Mike Sander
mike.sander@tpl.co.nz
2023 National Contest in Dunedin 5 to 8 July
Contact person: James Duncan
dunedinbrass@gmail.com
2024 National Contest in Auckland 10 to 13 July
Contact person: Owen Melhuish
owenmelhuish@gmail.com

Are you interested in listening to brass band music?
You might find that the free-of-charge twohour Sunday Bandstand programme hosted by
Chris Helme fulfils your needs. Originating from
the United Kingdom, each programme has a
diversity of music ranging from modern, popular
music to older brass band classics from around
the world and wonderful soloists. The soloists
on his show range from today’s star performers
to some vintage performances from the great
players of the past. With listeners from around
the globe, I am sure you will enjoy it.

Chris Helme

Lachlan Spence, Wellington and Whakatane
lachlan.spence2000@gmail.com M: 027 9145 061

One hundred years ago, the Balclutha Brass Band had a very successful
contest, winning the Selection and Quickstep contest at Invercargill
in November 1922. Recording the band’s win, this photograph is from
the collection of the late Margaret Noble of Christchurch, formerly of
Invercargill. Margaret’s grandfather, Prince Bell, is the Eb Bass player on
the far left of the seated row. In later years, Margaret’s father, Linwood
Muir, also played in the band.

You can access the show several ways: Google Sunday Bandstand
or access it via Mix Cloud. Email Chris Helme at bandstand@chrishelme.
org.uk, tell him you like the programme, and he will place you on his
mailing list. You will then receive an email from Chris with details of the
week’s programme and its link. It is as simple as that. Go and have a
listen; I am sure you won’t be disappointed.
Murray Warrington - Napier

My most memorable contest
2022 will be the 25th anniversary of Addington Brass competing at New
Plymouth in the B Grade at the Nationals in 1997. Out of the blue, I was
invited to help Dwayne Bloomfield on euphonium. After some thought,
l decided, why not? It should be pretty cruisy. At the first practice, under
musical director Norman Thorn, Jnr, l came down to earth. Both tests
had split solo parts for eupho. So a few tacit bars for a start. Not a good
sight-reader, so lots of home practice brought it up to scratch. The test,
Kings Messenger, and Stonehenge, the band’s own choice, were both
very challenging. At the contest, in both selections, the judge Rodney
Sutton remarked, “this band is out of its grade.” When the results were
read out our jaws dropped further at the announcement of each event,
as we won all events by clear margins. Still remember it so clearly.
Thanks to Addington for letting me participate.
Bob Reid - Rangiora
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