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Quick March along to Red, White & Brass
Mark Wednesday 23 March in your diaries as 
that is the date Red, White & Brass opens in 
cinemas around New Zealand. 

Inspired by a true story, Red, White & 
Brass follows a group of young Tongans, in 
Wellington, who create a marching band 
in order to get free tickets to watch their 
beloved Tongan rugby team play against 
France at the 2011 Rugby World Cup. For 
most people, having only weeks to create 
a marching band from scratch would be an 
impossible task but like the main character, 
Maka, says “you’ve got to leave your brains 
at the door and follow your heart.” For this 
group of unlikely heroes, no mountain was 

too high, no valley too low, and no time 
limit too short to learn to play the Tuba. 
Many of the original Taulanga Ū Brass Band 
appear in the film.

This film is bursting with energy and joy, 
and that is supported by the strong role 
music plays. Just like the story in the film, 
the production had to pull together a brass 
band in record time. The soundtrack is full 
of 2011 hits, turned into modern vibrant 
marching band songs. Jack Bewley from 
Wellington Brass wrote a series of sketches 
for the film’s Horn Duel scene and arranged 
several songs for the movie which were 
recorded by Wellington Brass in Massey 

University’s recording studio. Jack said “I 
loved the opportunity to work with the team 
behind Red, White & Brass. It was good 
fun to arrange a bunch of cool music and 
particularly fun to record the charts with 
Wellington Brass.” 

The producers of Red, White & Brass would 
love to have community bands involved 
with the promotion of the movie and have 
contacted bands with special offers and 
opportunities.  If bands haven’t already 
heard from them yet, please get in touch via 
hello@pikifilms.com

In this Issue:
 • Behind-the-scenes 

story of the 2023 
National Youth Band

 • A visit by Dr Bob 
Childs

 • Flooding news from 
Auckland City Brass

 • And the presentation 
of the IMMS ‘Terry 
Moloney Memorial 
Bugle Trophy’ 

 • Plus, a jam-packed 
Gig Guide.

Exclusive photograph supplied by 818

http://www.musicways.co.nz
mailto:musicways.co.nz
mailto:hello@pikifilms.com
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Champions hit 
by Floods!
New Zealand’s current B Grade champions, Auckland 
City Brass, have had their band room devastated 
by the unprecedented floods in Auckland in late 
January. Extreme rainfall, 50 per cent above the 
previous daily record, led to the band room being 
inundated by over a metre of water.

Most of the brass instruments are salvageable, 
albeit requiring a deep clean due to sewerage 
contamination in the floodwaters. However, 75 per 
cent of the music library was underwater, and much 
of the percussion gear and chairs were ruined, along 
with the photocopier and fridge. Fortunately, the 
band’s trophies and memorabilia were up high and 
thus avoided damage!

Auckland City Brass is now renting temporary 
accommodation in a nearby band room, as the 
estimate to repair the heritage-listed band room is 
6-12 months.

Despite this most unwelcome start to the year, 
the band is moving on in good spirits and looking 
forward to defending its title in Dunedin in July. A 
Givealittle page has been set up to assist the band, 
so if anyone wishes to donate, large or small, click 
HERE and your support will be gratefully received.

Music director Mark Close 
points out the high-tide mark.

https://givealittle.co.nz/org/acb
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Banding Together
What a tough 
February it has 
been for many. 
Our thoughts 
go out to those 
impacted by the 
devastation from 
Cyclone Gabrielle 
and the Auckland 
floods. We are 
all aware of 
colleagues who 

have experienced damage from these 
two weather events, and it has been 
humbling to see the banding community 
coming together in support. There is still 
a long way to go for normality to return 
for many, especially on the East Coast, so 
let’s all spare a moment to reach out to 
our friends and bands to see what we can 
do to help. Every small gesture makes a 
difference.

Looking ahead, the 2023 National Contest 
will likely be a topic of conversation 
around many bandrooms as preparations 
get underway to head to Dunedin. I 
am certainly excited about our premier 
event returning to South Island’s lower 
half. This is the period when the rubber 

starts to hit the road for the contest 
committee. With such an enthusiastic and 
experienced team, I have no doubt this 
will be another contest to remember for 
all the right reasons. There is much more 
to the year than just the national contest. 
Planning is well underway for the 2023 
National Secondary Schools camp, and our 
National Band is preparing for a busy year, 
including an Australian tour.

All the above, however, requires funding. 
As it becomes increasingly difficult to 
obtain, it is evident that we need to re-
examine how we present our organisation 
to grant bodies, the government and the 
wider community. I think we fail to realise 
the significantly wider role brass bands 
play in the community. Yes, we perform 
music, but more importantly, bands 
provide a safe environment for young 
people to develop. Being a member of 
your local brass band will lead to higher 
academic performance and improvements 
in overall well-being. The calibre of the 
young members in our movement was, 
once again, evident with this year’s 
National Youth Band. I have no doubt 
that many will move on to have very 
successful careers in various fields, and 

their experiences in brass bands will help 
equip each with a broader skill base from 
which to deal with life’s challenges as 
they arise.

Increasing funding also removes cost as 
a potential barrier to participation, which 
we know is an issue with all three of 
our representative bands. The challenge 
for us is to help drive the rich mix of 
genders and ethnicity on display in our 
youth bands to all levels of banding 
throughout New Zealand. Inclusivity and 
diversity remain vital for the future of our 
organisation. If we identify and remove 
all barriers, then we will provide everyone 
in our society the opportunity to not only 
experience the joy of performing in a 
brass band but to grow and develop in an 
encouraging and safe environment.

Yours in banding. 
Kia haumaru te noho, stay safe and well.

John Sullivan – President 
Brass Band Association of New Zealand

mailto:andrew@abi.co.nz
mailto:bandmanager@wellingtonbrass.net.nz
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Gig Guide (Subject to Ministry of Health Alert Levels)

Sunday 5 March 
North Shore Brass Academy Band from 
11.00am Castor Bay Beach Picnic Concert

Rotunda Brass Free concert with 
Addington Brass at The Thomas Edmonds 
Band Rotunda, Cambridge Terrace. 1 – 3pm.

Monday 6 March 
‘Morning Melodies’ at 11.00am at Bruce 
Mason Centre, Takapuna, Auckland, with 
Base Auckland Brass (RNZAF) performing.

Tuesday 7 March 
Announcement of the test music for the 
national contest and release of entry 
forms. Click HERE for more information.

Sunday, 12 March 
Riverside Brass: a free concert by 
the bands of Canterbury from 11.00am 
at Remembrance Park, opposite The 
Terraces, Christchurch city.

Brass at the Falls, free concert by Base 
Auckland Brass (RNZAF), 2.30pm at Falls 
Park, Henderson, Auckland.

Sunday 19 March 
Brass at the Falls, free concert by 
Waitakere Auckland Brass, 2.30pm at Falls 
Park, Henderson, Auckland.

Saturday 25 March 
Auckland City Brass presents a free family 
concert from 2.30pm at Tahaki Reserve, 
Mt Eden, Auckland 1024.

Sunday, 26 March 

Riverside Brass: a free concert by the 
bands of Canterbury from 11.00am at the 
Edmonds Band Rotunda, Christchurch city.

Brass at the Falls, free concert by Kumeu 
Vintage Brass, 2.30pm at Falls Park, 
Henderson, Auckland

Stars In Brass presented by North Shore 
Brass with guest artist Kevin Hickman, 
2.00pm at St Peters Anglican Church, 
Takapuna.

Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 April 
Otago Southland Association band 
and solo contest in Roxburgh. Chief 
Adjudicator – Leigh Martin.

Friday 7 to Sunday 9 April 
Gisborne Civic Brass Band 150th 
Anniversary Celebration. To register your 
interest email 
Gisbornecivicbrassband@gmail.com

Wednesday 12 and Thursday 13 April 
Besson Northern Youth Band conducted 
by Dr Robert Childs. To apply to join the 
band contact Andrew Leech at 
andrew@ABI.co.nz

Thursday 13 April 
In concert, the Besson Northern Youth 
Band, 8.00pm at St Peter’s Church, 
Takapuna.

Friday 14 to Sunday 16 April 
Conductors’ Workshop with Dr Robert 
Childs at the bandroom of Wellington 
Brass, Ngaio, Wellington. For more 

information email 
bandmanager@wellingtonbrass.net.nz

Saturday 22 April 
WaiBOP Association AGM, 10.00am, 
at Matamata band room, Huia Street, 
Matamata.

Tuesday 25 April 
All For Peace: an Anzac Day concert 
presented by all three North Shore Brass 
Academy Bands 
4.00pm at The Pumphouse, Takapuna.

Monday 8 May 
‘Morning Melodies’ at 11.00am at Bruce 
Mason Centre, Takapuna, Auckland, with 
North Shore Brass performing.

Saturday 13 May 
Songs For Our Mothers, presented by 
North Shore Brass and Academy Band 
with guest artists The Madeleines, 7.30pm 
North Harbour Lounge at North Harbour 
Stadium.

Sunday 14 May 
A Tribute to Broadway by the New 
Zealand Army Band, 4.00pm at The Piano, 
Christchurch. 
Book HERE.

To have your events listed in the Gig 
Guide, email the editor at 
bbanzeo@gmail.com

For more events and news, visit our 
Facebook pages: BBANZ, NZNYB, NSSBBNZ 
and National Band 

New Zealand Music Workshop
BBANZ hosted a workshop on New 
Zealand music at its November 2022 
AGM weekend, and the overwhelming 
message? Bands want to play more 
contemporary music by New Zealand 
composers.

The workshop was hosted by Lachlan 
Spence and chaired by composers Jack 
Bewley and Aaron Lloydd. Players and 
conductors from bands around the country 
participated in a lively and positive 
discussion.

The workshop heard success stories 
of concerts featuring new music and 
composers willing to work in partnership 
with bands. Conductors discussed the 
challenges of knowing what New Zealand 

repertoire was available, especially works 
by less-established composers. The chairs 
made some observations about the 
long-term benefits of commissioning new 
music (and how this might be funded!) 
And there were many ideas about how 
to encourage bands, composers, and the 
Association to share information about 
new music, opportunities, performances 
and recordings.

The National Management Committee 
has committed to ongoing dialogue 
and developing processes for sharing 
information, contacts and music. In the 
interim, we encourage anyone to register 
their interest with us. In particular, we 
would like to hear from any bands with 

unpublished New Zealand works in their 
library, performers who have concerts 
featuring New Zealand music, and 
composers who wish to make their works 
available or who are willing to work with 
bands on new material.

Stay tuned for more information on this 
topic. In the meantime, if your band, 
soloists or composers have a concert 
planned featuring New Zealand music, list 
it on the SOUNZ website.

https://www.brassbanz.org/page/national-championships/
mailto:Gisbornecivicbrassband@gmail.com
mailto:andrew@ABI.co.nz
mailto:bandmanager@wellingtonbrass.net.nz
https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2023/a-tribute-to-broadway-new-zealand-army-band/christchurch
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/brassbanz/
https://www.facebook.com/nznybb/
https://www.facebook.com/nssbbnz/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalbandnz/
https://sounz.org.nz/events
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NYBB 2023 Player’s Perspective
The National Youth Band seems immune 
to Covid, with the 2023 course again taking 
place without much of a hitch. This year 
marked the beginning of the Tyme Marsters 
era and the end of my time in the band. So, 
it is my pleasure to share with you what we 
got up to on our trip. First, a huge thanks 
to the band’s manager, Emily Richards; 
musical director, Tyme Marsters; assistant 
musical director, Phil Johnston; guest soloist, 
Nic Scott; our marvellous team of tutors, 
and all who helped throughout the week. 
Our tutors for this course were Anthony 
Smith (front row cornets), Raynor Martin 
(back row cornets), Phil Johnston (horns), 
Ross Gerritsen (baris and euphos), Aishah 
Leitner (trombones), Nic Scott (basses) and 
Cameron Lee (percussion). As always, you 
all brought expertise in helping us prepare 
such a demanding programme while 
making section practises enjoyable. An 
immense amount of work goes into making 
this course happen, and we are incredibly 
grateful to have been part of an amazing 
experience.

This year, the band of 35 plus two 
development players met in Christchurch 
on 15 January. After arriving at the 
accommodation, we began the trek to 
the practise venue on the other side of 
campus at the University of Canterbury. This 
15-minute walk was just far enough that 
many chose to take a Lime scooter or pile 
into the back of Tyme or Phil’s cars. Many 
lost their accommodation key cards on this 
journey, and one even got lost after waking 
up late. Many of you will say, “back in my 
day, we walked three days to get to band 
practise”, but we’re just not built like that. 
Upon arriving at the practise venue, we 
were greeted with maroon polo shirts and 
a stack of music for the week ahead. For 
many of us, it was a chance to catch up and 
meet new faces in the band. Shortly after 
1.00pm, we were straight into prepping 20 
pieces for our concert tour. We were in for a 
challenging and exciting week with several 
new pieces that many had not seen before. 
Some of these include a new commission by 
Dale Vail called He Wā Heke Mai, a collection 
of virtuosic tuba solos from Nic and the 
major work, Arabian Nights. As many of you 
will know, this test piece is not for the faint 
of heart. But Tyme could see, right from the 
auditioning stage, that this band was up for 
it. Even our development players rose to the 
challenge.

Amidst the countless hours of panicked 
sightreading and intense practise, several 
evening sessions allowed us to learn from 
the tutors. Principal cornet Liam Wright and 
principal euphonium Walter Hughes were 
selected to have a masterclass with Nic 
Scott. Amazingly, both players were so good 
that Nic had very little to critique, and those 
in the crowd were blown away by their 

skill. On the third night, we were split into 
small ensembles and given a different piece 
of music we’d never seen before. After an 
hour’s practise, we performed it in front of 
everyone and two adjudicators, Aishah and 
Anthony. We were treated to renditions of 
Always Look on the Bright Side, My Favourite 
Things, Baba Yetu and Aztec Fire, each with 
their own theatrics, with Baba Yetu coming 
out on top. Even the tutors had put together 
a few pieces in an ensemble of their own.

On Wednesday, we began our concert tour. 
Christchurch provided a wonderful sunny 
day for us to have an outdoor concert at the 
Edmonds Rotunda. This featured a taster of 
many pieces from our main concert line-up 
and a few exclusively for the outdoor crowd. 
Any concert gig is not complete without a 
curveball; for us, it was because we had no 
power for the microphone setup. So, much 
to our compering group’s “disappointment”, 
they couldn’t introduce each piece. Instead, 
Tyme and Phil spoke to the masses on our 
behalf. Otherwise, it was a great first gig 
with a good crowd by the Rotunda and many 
people watching from the opposite side of 
the river. For our development players, this 
was their first and final playout with the 
band. They did an amazing job, and we look 
forward to seeing them in the full band in 
years to come.

Following the concert, we were back into 
practise, putting the final touches on our 
programme before we hit the road the next 
day. After rehearsal, we were supposed to 
have a Q+A session with the tutors and the 
highly anticipated quiz night. But due to our 
eagerness to practise, we only had time to 
have the Q+A session. A few of us tried to 
convince Emily to let us run the quiz night 
ourselves. Being the master of organising, 
Emily had already decided to save herself 
some work and keep it for the following 
year. Instead, a small group of us played 
Articulate and discovered that Liam thinks 
the pecs are short for peculiar muscles.

Usually, this is where I tell you all about 
the antics on the bus while on tour, but 
I went ahead of everyone else in a car 
with Emily in my self-appointed role as 
band manager’s PA. We were on the road 
before most people’s alarms had gone off. 
Arriving in Westport, we were greeted with 
gorgeous West Coast weather (30 degrees). 
Our venue was the NBS Theatre, the town’s 
cinema with a stage space for concerts and 
shows. Despite its small population of 5000, 
Westport is lucky to have a great facility like 
this. Our hosts, Westport Municipal Band, 
have their bandroom across the carpark, so 
everything was nice and close. They made 
sure to keep us well fed and billeted us 
overnight. The bandroom wall also provided 
some familiar faces who have been involved 
with the band over the years. Special shout 
out to Rebecca Keoghan for organising 

dinner and all our billets.

Once again, another early start as we 
headed to Blenheim (also 30 degrees). We 
set up at the ASB Theatre and were collected 
by our billets from Marlborough District 
Brass, organised for us by Brian Nicholas. 
After dinner, we were back to the theatre 
and into our third public performance, 
another great showcase of NZ’s young brass 
talent. On the final leg of our tour, our run 
of sunny weather ended, with the clouds 
following us along the coast. Despite a 
slightly dreary Christchurch, we were eager 
to put on our best performance yet. As 
we were performing at the Ngaio Marsh 
Theatre, we were lucky to be able to stay 
at our original accommodation, which was 
a short walk from the venue. While the 
stage was small and we were all exhausted 
from three days of travelling, I think our 
Christchurch concert was the best one, one 
that I am proud to have as my final time on 
stage with the youth band.

The last part of our course is prizegiving, 
where we recognise the hard work everyone 
put in. You can read all about the specifics 
on page 6, but I will say that everyone rose 
to the challenge whether they got an award 
or not. Tyme and Phil pushed us, and we put 
on four classy performances with which you 
can all be happy. So, with that my time with 
the youth band ends (until they’re desperate 
for baritones). Thanks for a fantastic five 
years.

Simon Winship

Jeshua Oram received the “Outstanding 
Player” award from Tyme Marsters.
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From the Manager
2023 saw the return of the concert tour component for the NYBB 
training course after having to pause that last year due to COVID. The 
band definitely made the most of the time on the road, and it was 
great to see old friends reuniting and new friendships being made. 
It was fantastic to perform live for different audiences in different 
venues. We had a lot of viewers from overseas tune in to our live-
streamed concert, and it was wonderful to share our music with our 
international brass band family. For those who didn’t see the concert, 
it is still available to watch on our Facebook page.

Simon has given an excellent summary of the course, so I won’t 
repeat that, but I just wanted to add a few thanks. Thanks to all the 
players who applied, particularly those who weren’t selected for the 
band this year; it takes a lot of preparation to submit an audition, 
and it can be disappointing when you’re not selected, but don’t let 
this put you off from applying for future bands. I’d also like to give 
a big shout-out to the new section principals, Liam Wright, Walter 
Hughes, Jeshua Oram and Sho Woodhouse, who all turned up very 
well-prepared and led their sections superbly. And a huge thanks 
to Tyme and Phil for their musical vision and leadership; selecting 
a programme is no easy feat, but the band rose to the challenge of 
the music you picked, especially Arabian Nights.

We wouldn’t be able to put on NYBB courses and tours without 
the fantastic support of the banding community. This year, we had 
phenomenal support from Westport Municipal Band led by Rebecca 
Keoghan and Marlborough District Brass led by Brian Nicholas – both 
bands arranged billets for the NYBB and helped with advertising and 
general advice, and Westport put on a great feed at their bandroom. 
A massive thanks as always to Major Graham Hickman and the NZ 
Army Band for their ongoing support with percussion, tutors and 
transport, and our fabulous guest soloist, Nic Scott, and our amazing 
team of tutors.

The title of our concert series, ‘Te Wā Heke Mai – The Future,’ was 
inspired by the critical role the young players of the youth band 
play in the future of our movement. I’ve been lucky enough to be 
involved with the NSSBB and NYBB for a number of years now, and 
it’s been a privilege to see these talented young players develop not 
only as musicians but also as individuals as they move on to further 
education or into the workforce. It reinforces the value of investing 
significant time and effort in our young players so we can keep them 
as part of our brass banding whanau. Thank you to everyone across 
the country who spend your time supporting youth development. 
And last but by no means least, the most enormous thanks go to the 
2023 NYBB musicians and development players: as always, you guys 
rock.

Emily Richards – Band Manager

And the awards went to….

Best audition: Keina Rollinson, Woolston Brass 
Most improved player: Emily Sullivan, North Shore Brass 
Best soloist: Liam Wright, North Shore Brass 
Bandsperson of the Year: Lachlan Spence, Wellington Brass 
Musical Director’s award for the most outstanding musical 
contribution: Sho Woodhouse, Canterbury Brass 
Outstanding player: Jeshua Oram, Eastern Bay of Plenty Brass 
Best section: Front row cornets. Tutor: Anthony Smith; 
Sop: Jonty Zydenbos; Liam Wright, Lewis Grey, Semisi Ahoatu, Clarke 
Spence and Zac Powell.

BBANZ thanks the following organisations for their financial and 
logistical support for the 2023 National Youth Brass Band. 
The Friends of the National Youth Brass Band (see page 10) Four 
Winds Foundation, Pelorus Trust, Kiwi Gaming Foundation, Mainland 
Foundation, New Zealand Army Band, Woolston Brass, Westport, 
Municipal Band, Marlborough District Brass, Michelle Starns 
(programme and poster design), Dale Vail (composer), Leigh Martin 
(logistics)

Best Section: Jonty Zydenbos, Lewis Grey, Liam Wright, 
Semisi Ahoatu, Clarke Spence, (Tyme Marsters) and Zac Powell.

Guest artist Nic Scott

https://www.facebook.com/nznybb/videos/564391202224979
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IMMS Presentation
The ‘Terry Moloney Memorial Bugle Trophy’ 
for 2022 was presented to Staff Sergeant 
David Fiu LRSM of the New Zealand Army 
Band while the band performed at Trentham 
Camp, Upper Hutt, on 11 February 2023.

The ‘Bugle’ Trophy was created by the New 
Zealand Branch of The International Military 
Music Society (IMMS) in 2011 “For the New 
Zealand military band member who has 
made the greatest contribution to military 
music”. It was presented to David by Flight 
Sergeant Denis Spurdle, Vice-President of 
IMMS International and a former winner of 
the ‘Bugle’ himself.

Warrant Officer Terry Moloney founded the 
1NZIR Band in 1957 and is affectionately 
known as ‘the grandfather of the NZ Army 
Band’, established in 1964.

David’s citation read: “In 2000, David enlisted 
into the New Zealand Army Band and 
continued a musical career whose highlights 
include solo vocal performances in Canada, 
South Korea, England, Italy, Switzerland, 
Germany, Australia, France, Belgium, Israel, 
Fiji and, most recently, the finale of the 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo in Scotland.

“As a multi-instrumentalist, David has 
proven particularly invaluable to the New 
Zealand Army Band, performing with the 
unit on cornet, trumpet, flugel, tenor horn, 
baritone, euphonium, trombone, Eb bass, 
Bb bass, percussion, bass guitar, and piano 
keyboard.

“In 2011 David was appointed Bandmaster of 
the Territorial Force 2nd Canterbury Nelson 
Marlborough West Coast Regiment Band. In 

2012 he was appointed Musical Director of 
the civilian band Addington Brass, leading 
them to provincial and national success. 
In 2014 David attained his Licentiate from 
the Royal Schools of Music, London, in 
Music Direction. David is also currently the 
Arranger in Residence for Woolston Brass.

“Over his military career, David has held 
various appointments within the New 
Zealand Army Band, including Staff Arranger, 
Deputy Bandmaster, Course Manager of 
the School of Music’s Mutual Assistance 
Programme and Bandmaster. In January 
2022, David voluntarily stepped aside after 
a successful tenure as Bandmaster and 
was appointed the unit’s Senior Instrument 
Instructor, a position he relishes.”

Flight Sergeant Denis Spurdle and Staff Sergeant David Fiu.
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Love (at band) Actually
This summer has been eventful for many reasons, but it has held 
very special memories for two brass players in Auckland.

Josh and Laura met at Auckland City Brass band in 2018. She had 
played the trumpet in high school, and while studying Chemical 
and Materials Engineering at University, decided to take part in a 
community music group for something fun. He had grown up in a 
family of brass bandies. So once he had won a permanent trumpet 
position in a professional orchestra, it made sense that he would 
again find himself attending weekly brass band rehearsals. 

At first, it was just like many brass band friendships; they’d sit a few 
seats away from each other in the band, not really having anything 
to say to each other. Then after a few rehearsals, they struck up a 
conversation, just asking what the other did during the day. Laura 
wasn’t too surprised that Josh was an orchestral musician since he 
played soprano cornet with such a nice sound. Josh, however, didn’t 
quite understand what it was Laura was studying but figured she 
must be quite smart to know so many complicated words! 

It wasn’t until they realised they had a common interest that they 
started getting to know each other better. Josh said that he’d heard 
of this book and was thinking of getting a copy to read; meanwhile, 
Laura had just ordered that very same book. If that wasn’t a 
coincidence enough, how about the fact that she had accidentally 
ordered an extra copy? Would Josh like to borrow the spare copy and 
have a read of it? Well, yes, that would be great, thanks!

They continued chatting, and when it came time for the usual 
Christmas carols and busking to raise funds for the band, naturally, 
they found themselves in the same small ensemble. At this point, 
Laura mentioned she was a pretty good singer, and how about she 
sings the Christmas carols instead of playing them? That might get 
them more money for the band. So it was that Josh printed off the 
lyrics, Laura sang the songs, and the other group members talked 
amongst themselves about how “those two seem to be getting 
along very well”. 

Skip forward to 10 February 2023, and Laura and Josh became 
husband and wife. They still play in Auckland City Brass together and 
run Auckland City Brass Youth Band together. Oh, and the music for 
their wedding… was a low brass quartet featuring players from their 
brass band. 

There are many stories of couples who met in a brass band, and 
even though this is just another in the history books of brass bands, 
it’s worth mentioning all the same. It’s proof that people can find 
love when they’re not looking for it, and also a reminder that music 
really does bring us all together. Congratulations to the happy 
couple!!

2023 National Youth Brass Band

Josh Rogan and Laura Catley
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Next-
Gen
In this issue, management 
committee member Lachlan 
Spence interviews 18-year-old 
Sho Woodhouse, a percussionist 
with Canterbury Brass and 
principal percussionist for the 
2023 National Youth Band.

How did you come to join a 
brass band?

My first experience in brass 
bands was being invited to play 
for Canterbury Brass and diving 
straight into the deep end 
of brass band percussioning, 
which was an exhilarating 
experience.

Describe how musical ability 
runs through your family.

My mother, who used to study 
piano, encouraged me to learn 
a musical instrument from a 
reasonably young age, settling 
on drums/percussion.

To date, what have been some 
of your musical highlights?

Entering national events such 
as the NZSM jazz improvisation 
contest, BBANZ nationals, 
and the NZCT chamber music 
contest have been some of 
the greatest highlights of my 
musical career so far.

What have you gained from being in the National Youth Band?

Meeting so many new people and the thrilling experience of making 
such good music in such a short amount of time.

What sort of things would you like to happen to support young 
players?

It would be great to see an increase in more things, such as 
foundations or grants to help remove obstacles from young 
players learning and playing their instrument to grow the musical 
community.

What is the best thing about being in a brass band?

Finding out about the existence of an entire other musical 
community/family, aside from classical or jazz communities.

Quickfire questions

What type of music do you listen to most? Classical piano jazz fusion

Favourite food? Copper Kettle Slowly Batch Cooked Woodfire BBQ 
chips 150g

Favourite place? Performance stage (or pit)

Favourite film? Anything from Studio Ghibli.

Favourite instrument? Violin

Favourite piece of music? Philip Lasser’s piano concerto “The Circle 
and the Child.”

What do you dislike most? Dates (the food)

Wider Opportunities 
with Woolston
We’re very excited and proud to have launched Woolston Brass 
Academy’s inaugural School Brass Programme, ‘Wider Opportunities’, 
on Friday, 17 February 2023, at Te Waka Unua School with a class of 24 
eager Year 4 Students.

The Wider Opportunities programme, developed and led by educator 
Vickie van Uden, allows children to learn about music through 
playing brass instruments. The funded programme consists of three 
phases. The initial phase run over one school term gives children the 
opportunity for musical development through learning to play a brass 
instrument. The transition phase is for children who wish to continue 
to work in large groups, and the continuation phase provides ongoing 
specialist tuition in small groups for children who wish to continue 
learning.

Thank you to Vickie and General Manager Todd Turner for their great 
work and dedication in getting this programme up and running. 
Thank you also to Te Waka Unua School’s Principal Janeane Reid and 
Year 4 teachers for their support and the opportunity to share our 
passion and expertise for brass with young people in our community. 
Vickie will start the programme with another Te Waka Unua School 
Year 4 class in Term 2 and has plans to roll the programme out 
to other schools in the local area. This programme not only gives 
children the opportunity to learn a brass instrument, but it also 
covers key elements of the music curriculum, such as learning about 
dynamics, pitch, rhythm, tempo and pulse, all while having fun 
and making music together. Providing creative opportunities for our 
tamariki is more important than ever, as music connects people and 
supports the well-being of our community.

We’re incredibly grateful to the following organisations for their 
support in making this school brass programme possible: 
Rātā Foundation for funding to run the programme, Kiwi Gaming 
Foundation and Youthtown for funding to purchase the instrument, 
Product Sponsors KBB Music and Roger Cleave for supplying the 
Pcornets, Pbones and Jhorns.

We look forward to sharing more information and photos with you as 
the programme unfolds.

Caroline Turner 
Woolston Brass Inc. Marketing & Communications Manager

The Wider Opportunities programme, developer Vickie van Uden
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Friends of the National Youth Brass Band:
Peter and Kylie Adams, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity), E Aldridge 
(in perpetuity), J Aldridge, Auckland Bands Association, 
D and M Dawson, Pete and Billie Harbidge, JB and NC Hollick, 
Carol and Trevor Kempton, I Levien, AG Lewis, John McGough, 
O Melhuish, D Miller, G and C Moseley, NBS Nelson City Brass, 
North Shore Brass, NZ Army Band, Otago Southland Brass 
Band Association, B and M Platt, Evan and Lorraine Sayer, 
M Smith, J and R Sullivan, The Estate of Joan Norma Morris. 
If you would like to support the activities of the National 
Youth Brass Band please contact the Executive Officer. 
Life Members of the BBANZ 
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, 
Tony Cowan BEM, JP, Kevin Dell ONZM, Beverley Kench, 
Ian Levien QSM, Stephen Leader, Leigh Martin, Bill Platt, 
Evan Sayer, Dianne Smeehuyzen MNZM JP, Rodney Sutton 
MBE JP, Murray Warrington. 
Life Members who have served BBANZ
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, 
RM Brooker, Trevor Cudby, W Currie, Graham Dick, J Drew, 
RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin QSO , EJ Gohns, 
T Goodall, HL ‘Drummer’ Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, 
KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall, JC King, WS King, GB Knowles, 
Tony Lewis MNZM, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, 
H Nielson, E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty, 
WV Siddall, R Simpson, P Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor 
OSM, LE Thorne QSM, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
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Bugle Call
Our February Bugle Call featured the 
Thomas Bracken poetic salute to the 
Dunedin Fire Brigade, and some good 
progress has been made to shed some 
light on the topic. We now have a 
weathered piano music copy and an audio 
version, and it may also be possible to 
uncover the brass band version.

So, a special thanks to Paul Radden of 
Papakura for his research to date. Paul is a 
musician (the leader of the Off-Broadway 
Big Band). He also holds a senior position 
in the Fire Service (FENZ), where he is 
a shift manager in the Northern control 
centre in Otahuhu, responsible for 
emergency responses throughout the 
Auckland Region and beyond.

More flooding is predicted at the time of 
writing, so we are doubly appreciative of 
his persistence during such a busy month. 
I will keep readers posted. Now let me 
segue to this month’s topic – the Armed 
Services, or more specifically, former 
musicians of the Armed Services.

Just this morning, I received my 
complimentary programme for our 

National Youth Brass Band of 2023, and 
the musical leaders Tyme Marsters and 
Phil Johnston can boast extensive military 
musician service. They are not alone; over 
the years, BBANZ bands have been fertile 
nurseries for brass and percussion talent 
for RNZ Navy, NZ Army and RNZ Airforce 
bands which, in turn, reciprocate with 
considerable and ongoing support for our 
national youth bands at all levels. Long 
may this continue.

However, with Anzac Day arriving 
next month, I want to write about a 
band of retired military musicians, the 
NZ Veterans’ Band, of which I am a 
member. Next month the band, with 
family supporters, will be hosted by the 
Tewantin-Noosa RSL on the Sunshine 
Coast, Queensland. We have been there 
before, and it is an honour to keep the 
Anzac tradition alive with concerts in the 
community – local school, farmers market, 
the RSL itself and Anzac Day parade and 
remembrance.

As our members come from throughout 
New Zealand, our departure points are 
Christchurch, Wellington and Auckland 

on 21 and 22 April, with flights returning 
from Brisbane on 30 April. We will cram a 
lot into that week, but rest assured that 
many of us will continue to play in our 
respective community brass bands on our 
return. Hopefully, we will have trained 
deputies to sound the local bugle calls in 
our absence.

Though it is usually most convenient 
for cornet players to perform this task, 
there is no rule preventing another brass 
instrument from doing the job. It might 
be good training for your band to have 
a small team sounding in unison, as this 
can be very effective too.

Your band may have access to a WW1 
bugle or a cavalry trumpet. For a confident 
performer, either of these, the former 
being the most common in New Zealand, 
would be highly appropriate.

All the best for this significant event on 
our band and community calendars. I will 
write more about the NZ Veterans’ Band 
next month. Lights Out.

Ian Levien

Dr Bob is Back
Dr Robert Childs is a leading figure in the 
world of brass music. For over thirty years, 
he performed at the highest level giving 
solo performances in many of the world’s 
most prestigious venues. He has given 
masterclasses throughout Europe’s finest 
conservatoires and is recognised as a leading 
education specialist.

Following a glittering career as principal 
euphonium and soloist with many of 
Yorkshire’s finest brass bands, in 2000 
Robert relinquished his position as principal 
euphonium and associate conductor of Black 
Dyke Band to become Musical Director of 
Cory Band in Wales. During his twelve-year 
tenure with Cory, the band won the World 
Brass Band Championships, National Brass 
Band Championships of Great Britain, Brass 
in Concert Championship, British Open 
Championships (on five occasions), European 
Brass Band Championships (including a 
2008-2010 hat-trick), and Welsh Regional 
Championships (on nine occasions).

In 2012, he returned to Black Dyke, 
sharing conducting duties with his brother 
Nicholas, before accepting the position of 
Principal Conductor and Director of Music at 
Grimethorpe Colliery Band in 2014. During 
his first year with Grimethorpe, Robert 

led them to a record-
breaking 16th victory at 
the international Brass In 
Concert Championships. 
In September 2015, 
he directed the band 
to its fifth British 
Open Championship 
title at Symphony 
Hall, Birmingham - 
Grimethorpe’s first victory 
at the contest in 25 years.

Dr Bob visited New 
Zealand as a soloist 
with the National Youth 
Band in 1998 and was 
the chief adjudicator at 
the national contest on 
three occasions. In April, 
following his stint as the 
chief adjudicator at the 
2023 Australian National 
Band Championships, he will pop over to 
New Zealand, not for a holiday but to carry 
on working.

First, on 12 and 13 April, he will lead a 
training course followed by a concert for 
young players from the Auckland/ Waikato 
Districts.

Then it’s a quick trip to Wellington for a 
weekend leading conducting workshops. The 
weekend will see participants work with Dr 
Bob on score reading, rehearsal technique, 
repertoire, and musicianship, as well as in a 
live session with Wellington Brass.
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Would you like to broaden your conducting experience 
by working with the best young brass and percussion 
players in New Zealand?

Expressions of interest are sought for the position of 
Assistant Musical Director of the National Youth Band for 
2024. This is an excellent opportunity to work with Tyme 
Marsters (Musical Director of the National Youth Brass 
Band and Woolston Brass) and contribute to the future 
development of brass banding in New Zealand. Please email 
Helen Lee at bbanzeo@gmail.com by 31 March 2023 to tell 
us why you would like the role, including what you would 
gain from it and the ways in which you can contribute, 
along with outlining your conducting experience.

This appointment will be for one year only.

DUNEDIN
5 – 8 July 2023

mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
http://www.dunedinbrass.org.nz
https://dunedinbrass.org.nz/
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BBANZ – Directory
Postal: 159 Gayhurst Road, 
Dallington, Christchurch 8061 
Website: www.brassbanz.org.nz

Executive Officer 
Helen Lee 
bbanzeo@gmail.com M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity CC 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President
John Sullivan, Auckland 
jsullivan@customcontrols.co.nz
M: 021 736 832 
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland

Vice-President
Grant Langdon, Auckland 
gklklangdon@gmail.com M: 022 089 1162

Wayne Jennens, Nelson 
wtjennens@gmail.com M: 021 583 231

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim 
brian.nicholas.nz@gmail.com M: 027 220 1711

Emily Richards, Wellington 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Lachlan Spence, Wellington and Whakatane 
lachlan.spence2000@gmail.com M: 027 9145 061

Treasurer 
Murray Warrington, Napier 
murrayshonaw@outlook.com
M: 021 860 128 
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Band of New Zealand 
Musical Director: David Bremner 
Band Manager: Garth Coffey, Wellington 
nznationalband@gmail.com

National Youth Brass Band 
Musical Director: Tyme Marsters, Christchurch 
Manager: Emily Richards 
nybb2023@gmail.com
M: 021 607 483

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band  
Musical Director: TBA
Manager: Sandra Ginever 
nssbrassbandnz@gmail.com
M: 021 211 2321

2023 National Contest in Dunedin 5 to 8 July
Contact person: Ben Rickerby 
dunedinbrass@gmail.com

2024 National Contest in Auckland 10 to 13 July
Contact person: Owen Melhuish 
owenmelhuish@gmail.com

Calling all Secondary 
School Students

It’s time to register your interest in the 2023 National 
Secondary Schools’ Band Camp being held in Cambridge 

from 3 to 7 October.

Please email Sandra Ginever, NSSBB manager, at 
nssbrassbandnz@gmail.com to be added to a list to be 
the first to receive information about the auditions etc.

POSITIONS VACANT
Marlborough District Brass has vacancies for BBb Bass, Solo Tenor Horn, 
and Solo Cornet players. Currently placed in the top tier of NZ’s B grade 
bands, we are specifically seeking players from A and B grade bands 

prepared to relocate to Blenheim for a minimum of three years.

We will assist with employment, accommodation, relocation costs, and 
immigration (if necessary) for the right applicants.

Blenheim provides a friendly, safe environment with a vibrant 
performing arts community and is the principal town in the Marlborough 
region which is supported by a rural economy centred around grapes and 

seafood.

Leisure activities involving water sports, tramping, hunting, and snow 
skiing are within easy reach.

For further information, visit our website www.marlboroughbrass.nz or to 
register your interest, please email chair@marlboroughbrass.nz

2023 NYBB

http://www.brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:jsullivan@customcontrols.co.nz
mailto:gklklangdon@gmail.com
mailto:wtjennens@gmail.com
mailto:brian.nicholas.nz@gmail.com
mailto:emily@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:lachlan.spence2000@gmail.com
mailto:murrayshonaw@outlook.com
mailto:nznationalband@gmail.com
mailto:nybb2023@gmail.com
mailto:nssbrassbandnz@gmail.com
mailto:dunedinbrass@gmail.com
mailto:owenmelhuish@gmail.com
mailto:nssbrassbandnz@gmail.com
http://www.marlboroughbrass.nz
mailto:chair@marlboroughbrass.nz
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http://www.brassdirect.co.nz
mailto:rhys@musicways.co.nz

