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Hurray for

ORANGE!

With the change to the Orange Protection Framework, we
can again look forward to performing and attending concerts
and other events. In this issue, we have a brimming Gig
Guide and reports from Hamilton, Woolston, North Shore
and Addington bands on events that went ahead even under
Red. Happy Banding!
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Orange is the New Normal

The month of April has
given us some very
positive news. First,
33 bands have entered
this year’s National
Championships, which
shows strong direction
from our members to
do everything possible
to proceed with the 2022 National Contest
in July. We are, therefore, full steam ahead
with planning for this event.
Second, the great news that the country
has moved into the Orange Covid
protection framework with no limits for
indoor and outdoor venues. However,
both the National Management and
Contest Committees are continually
reviewing a range of potential scenarios
to be as prepared as possible to make
decisions quickly should we experience
changes in levels over the next three
months. Responsibility also falls on
the management of each band to
assess potential risks and make your
own decisions based on your unique
circumstances.
We should feel very optimistic that
despite COVID being present in the
community, we can enjoy a high level of

normality in our lives, especially with our
banding. We should, however, remain
both cautious and vigilant and play our
part in keeping everyone safe so we
can enjoy face-to-face contact with our
banding friends and colleagues during the
contest. I am looking forward to catching
up with you all.

Not so exciting but very important to the
administration of the majority of bands
was the signing into law on 5 April of the
Incorporated Societies Act 2022. Bands
don’t need to do anything immediately
as there is a transition period to allow
time to become familiar with and prepare
for the new regime. However, bands
should start planning as you may need
to change your constitution. After making
changes, there is a reregistration process
which will likely involve reregistering on
the Incorporated Societies Register and
providing an up-to-date constitution (rules
document).

The NZSO made the difficult decision to
cancel the live concerts with the National
Band before the relaxation of Covid Traffic
Light settings was announced at Easter.
Fortunately, the NZSO and National Band
will still be performing together, as they
will record a selection of the concert
series in May for broadcasting at a later
date. Consequently, the National Band
plans have had to be altered, and the
management team has been franticly
coming up with a tour to fit in with the
updated scheduling required for the
recording.
The National Band is excited to announce
that four concerts will go ahead in the

Review and update their rules
More information can be found at HERE.
With the change to Orange, there is a
positivity that all we have planned for
2022 can occur. We have completed the
2022 National Youth Band, the National
Band is about to record with the NZSO
and perform in concert, the National
Contest is just around the corner, plus
planning is underway for the 2022
National Secondary Schools course and
2022 Annual Conference. Wouldn’t it be
nice to have a year where these events all
run uninterrupted, and bands are able to
rehearse and perform to large audiences
… dare we dream?
Yours in banding.
Kia haumaru te noho, stay safe and well.

To comply with the new Act, societies
need to:
Review how members apply to join
Review their committee and officers
Comply with new financial reporting
standards

Virtuoso Brass - at last
As everyone is well aware, the impact
Covid has had on banding and performing
arts has been difficult, frustrating, and
constant. Plans for a first-ever joint concert
series between the National Band and the
NZSO, combined with the band’s planned
mini-tour of the lower North Island, are
one such venture that has been the victim
of such restrictions.

Ensure they have documented dispute
resolution procedures

following areas:

Expressions Theatre, Upper Hutt 16 May
at 7:30pm (limited tickets left via www.
iticket.co.nz)
St Peter’s Church, 211 Willis Street,
Wellington 19 May at 7:30pm
The Methodist Church, 58 Liardet St, New
Plymouth, 20 May at 7:30pm
The Salvation Army, 431 Church St,
Palmerston North, 21 May at 7:30pm
Tickets for concerts other than Expressions
are available by emailing
bbanzeo@gmail.com
Each venue has limited seating, so to
ensure you are not disappointed in
missing New Zealand’s premier brass
band, book now. Door sales will also be
available at each of these three venues.
And to keep prices down in these difficult
times, and by not using a third party
ticketing agent, we have capped the ticket
prices at $20 Adult and $10 Child (under
18).
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John Sullivan – President
Brass Band Association of New Zealand

The band members eagerly look forward
to sharing top class brass band playing
with the audience. Music from esteemed
composers and arrangers such as Widor,
Bernstein, Bewley, Harper and Cohen is
included in the repertoire.
Garth Coffey
Manager – National Band of New Zealand

Hamilton Auxiliary returns to the stage
Saturday 9 April saw Hamilton Auxiliary Brass
perform their “New Beginnings” concert at
Fairfield Intermediate in Hamilton under the
musical direction of Shaun Chalmers. This
was the first time the band had performed
for the public since May 2021, and a public
performance was long overdue, thanks to
Covid. Going ahead with any performance
at the moment carries some risk of
players suddenly becoming unavailable.
Unfortunately, we did have several players
contract Covid at the last moment. However,
thanks to the support of Hamilton City Brass,
we were able to cover all seats in the band.

and save Princess Zelda. The piece includes
a range of musical styles, and featured and
challenged every section of the band. The
concert was rounded out by something for
everyone, including music from Pixar and
James Bond, as well as crowd and band
favourites Invercargill, Nimrod, and Seventy-

Six Trombones.

It was a great concert, and thanks to
everyone who came to support us both in
the audience and to play.
Marilyn Edgecombe
Secretary – Hamilton Citizens Band

It was great to be back in front of a live
audience and perform a solid hour-long
music programme. Highlights of the concert
include 1st Trombone Alex Garcia Gil playing
the well-known Goff Richards solo Demelza,
and Nat Garcia Gil performing an excellent
Timpani solo with band accompaniment
Aurora by Paul Lovatt-Cooper.
The major work for the afternoon, The
Legend of Zelda arranged by Michal Worek,
is a demanding piece featuring music from
the video game series of the same name,
telling the story of the hero Link’s epic quest
across the land to defeat the evil Ganon

Photo credit: Richard Lummus
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Stars of Brass

The North Shore Brass annual concert series includes Stars of Brass,
where we feature acclaimed soloists accompanied by the band under
Director of Music Harmen Vanhoorne. This year we decided to feature
our own stars – those who have already won trophies at the NZ Brass
Band Championships from North Shore Brass and our Academy.
These included Andrew Leech (Euphonium champion), Liam Wright
( Junior Champion of Champions), Emily Sullivan ( Junior Slow Melody
– recently promoted from our Academy) and our principal trombone
David Wright (a champion in many other ways). We had also
programmed David Paligora (Champion Bass Trombone), but he had
to isolate that week.
With the Covid-19 restrictions at the Red level (100 people inside),
we decided to push through with this event as it was our first outing
since the 2021 NZ Brass Band Championships in Christchurch last July
– so eight months of little rehearsal and no performances.
We were delighted that a change in alert levels allowed an
audience of up to 200. We were further surprised that many new
audience members arrived to enjoy a live brass band concert at
St Peter’s Anglican Church in Takapuna. After so long in lockdowns
and restrictions, there were many smiling faces afterwards as they
enjoyed an outing to a live event.
We are also excited about sending two bands to the NZ Brass Band
Championships this year - we will have bands in the A and D grades
and a small contingent in the Auckland Brass Bandits in the Youth
grade section.
Our next concert in our series is Music For Our Mothers on Saturday
7 May at a new venue – the North Harbour Lounge within North
Harbour Stadium in Albany. This show is a cabaret-style concert
featuring both our North Shore Brass Academy Band and North Shore
Brass. Further details are on our Facebook page.

Soloist David Wright

SOUNZ Brass
Composition Prize

Owen Melhuish
President – North Shore Brass

SOUNZ Centre for New Zealand Music, together with BBANZ
and CANZ (Composers’ Association of New Zealand),
presents a composition competition for works for solo brass
instrument, with optional piano accompaniment.

The piece should be written for brass instrument, with or
without piano accompaniment, and be 3-7 minutes long. The
solo must be in the style of a slow melody.
Prizes: First prize $400, performance and recording of
winner and finalist works at the National Championships in
Wellington, July 2022 and one year membership of CANZ.
There is no entry fee and no age restriction. Composers
must be New Zealand citizens or residents. Submissions due:
9.00am Monday 16 May 2022.
For more information email info@sounz.org.nz
or bbanzeo@gmail.com
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Great start to 2022 for Woolston
Despite the ongoing alert level restrictions,
Woolston Brass Inc. had a busy and
successful start to the year with many
events, all keeping within the set gathering
limits. On Sunday 20 March, all three
Woolston Bands, Woolston Junior Band with
newly appointed conductor Vickie van Uden,
Woolston Concert Brass and Woolston Brass,
performed a free outdoor concert, ‘Brass in
the City’ at the Edmonds Band Rotunda. This
performance was the first in the stunning
iconic venue since it was rebuilt last year.

The Rotunda, built on the banks of the Avon
River in 1929, was demolished in 2012 after
being damaged in the earthquakes. The
copper-sheathed dome, which weighs 80
tonnes, was saved and sat on the ground
nearby for years until work was completed
last year. Before the earthquakes, the
building was a restaurant, so it has been
many years since the public has been able to
experience it in its original form.
The Rotunda was originally built as a gift to
the city from businessman and philanthropist
Thomas Edmonds, of baking powder and
cookbook fame, to mark his 50 years of
business in the city. Thomas Edmonds
was a Patron of Woolston Brass and built
the Rotunda for the band to perform in.
Our ‘Brass in the City’ performance was a
nostalgic moment for Woolston Brass Inc.
and Ōtautahi Christchurch.
On Thursday, 7 April, we hosted our
2022/2023 Patron Partnership Programme
Launch and Celebration in the Limes Room
at the Christchurch Town Hall. The event
thanked our current Patron Partners and
key supporters and invited prospective
patrons to join the Partnership Programme.
It was a successful evening with nearly all

players sponsored, and our guests enjoyed
a night of excellent wine, beer, canapés
and entertainment by the band. Thank you
to our Patron Partners for their generous
support, enabling us to continue our yearly
musical activities. Special thanks to Dame
Adrienne Stewart, Venues Ōtautahi NZ,
The Winemaker’s Wife (Product Partner),
Cassels Brewing Co (Product Partner) and
photographer Simon Dixon for their support
and for making the night a success.

We are very excited to announce that we
have successfully gained support from the
Christchurch City Council’s Capital Endowment
Fund to rebuild the Sid Creagh Memorial
Band Hall, damaged in the 2010 and 2011
earthquakes. This contribution kick-starts
our fundraising campaign and gives us the
confidence to secure other major funders
and, later this year, launch our public
fundraising campaign to ensure we can
rebuild by 2024. We are very grateful for the
Council’s support, particularly the council
staff, elected members and Councillor Yani
Johanson, who has been instrumental in
advocating for this project.
The new facility’s design has a future
focus on our organisation’s activities and
educational programmes and a space for
the community to engage in as a creative
community musical hub. The facility will
host music teaching, education, rehearsals,
recordings, and performances for Woolston
Brass Inc. programmes and other arts groups.
The new band hall and performing arts
facility, designed by former member architect
Trevor Wilson of Studio Trevor Wilson Ltd, will
be the third band hall built on the site at 37
Dampier Street since the first structure was
built in 1909.

Woolston Junior Band at the Rotunda

National and Canterbury C Grade Champions
Woolston Concert Brass with Music Director
Kevin Hickman showcased their talents
on Sunday 10 April at The Piano at their
standalone concert ‘Rising Stars’. Performing
a diverse range of entertaining music,
the concert featured talented soloists:
cornet player Luca Cable performing Dance
Neapolitan, cornet player Abby Wilson
performing The Last Rose of Summer, and
vocalist Brendan Lancaster singing My Way.
An appreciative audience came along to
support this fine band that consists of the
up-and-coming talented next generation of
brass and percussion players.
Due to the uncertainty of moving to the
Orange alert setting, we had to cancel our
annual ANZAC Day Variety Concert with guest
artists, The New Zealand Army Band and
The Starlets. On a positive note, with the
great news of recently moving to Orange,
we’re excited to announce Brassed Off Live is
proceeding on Saturday 7 May, 7.00pm at the
Christchurch Town Hall, third time lucky after
being postponed twice last year.
In association with the Royal Albert Hall,
Brassed Off, one of the greatest British films
ever made, is brought to life by Woolston
Brass performing the poignant and uplifting
score whilst the movie plays on the big
screen in the Douglas Lilburn Auditorium.
Limited tickets are available at Ticketek, so
BOOK NOW.
And finally, thank you to Christchurch City
Creative Communities New Zealand for
making our events possible.
Caroline Turner
Woolston Brass Inc. Marketing and
Communications Manager

Rising Stars - Woolston Concert Brass
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Gig Guide

(Subject to Ministry of Health Alert Levels)

Saturday 7 May
Woolston Brass presents Brassed Off
Live, 7.00pm at the Christchurch Town
Hall. Tickets available from HERE Followed
by an After Party to celebrate 130 years
of the Woolston Brass Band.
Hamilton City Brass presents Silver
Linings, 7.30pm at The Playhouse,
Academy of Performing Arts, University of
Waikato, Hamilton. Tickets available from
www.ticketek.co.nz
Music For Our Mothers, presented by
North Shore Brass Academy Band and
North Shore Brass, 7.30pm at North
Harbour Lounge – Level 1 North Harbour
Stadium, Albany, Auckland. Bookings
highly recommended via
www.eventfinda.co.nz
or owen@mortgagesupply.co.nz
Saturday 14 May
Nor’west Brass senior bands in Concert,
7.00pm at Merivale Lane Theatre, Rangi
Ruru Girls’ School, 10 Merivale Lane,
Christchurch.
Closing date for National Championships
solo and ensembles entries.
Monday 16 May
The National Band in concert, 7.30pm at
Expressions Theatre, 836 Fergusson Drive,
Upper Hutt. Tickets

Thursday 19 May
Virtuoso Brass: The National Band in
concert, 7.30pm at St Peters, corner of
Ghuznee and Willis Streets, Wellington.
Tickets $20/$10 - book through
bbanzeo@gmail.com or door sales.

West Coast band and solo competition in
Westport.
Friday 10 June
Traditional Brass presented by New
Zealand Army Band, 7.00pm at the
Ashburton Events Centre, 211 Willis Street,
Ashburton. Tickets available HERE

Friday 20 May
Virtuoso Brass: The National Band in
concert, 7.30pm at Methodist Church, 58
Liardet Street, New Plymouth. Tickets
$20/$10 - book through
bbanzeo@gmail.com or door sales.

Sunday 12 June
Traditional Brass presented by New
Zealand Army Band, 2.30pm at The Piano:
Centre for Music and Arts, 156 Armagh
Street, Christchurch. Tickets available HERE

Saturday 21 May
Virtuoso Brass: The National Band in
concert, 7.30pm at the Salvation Army
Corps, 431 Church Street, Palmerston
North. Tickets $20/$10 - book through
bbanzeo@gmail.com or door sales.

Wednesday 13 to Saturday 16 July
National Brass Band Championships in
Wellington.

Sunday 22 May
Auckland Band Association solo
competition at Westlake Girls’ High School,
2 Wairau Road, Takapuna, Auckland.
Friday 27 to Sunday 29 May
Canterbury Association Youth Brass
Band Camp at Living Springs with MD
Matt Toomata. Applications close on 6
May. Apply HERE
Saturday 28 and Sunday 29 May

Quick Notes

In 2017 John McGough’s album “Two Shades of Brass” was selected on
Air New Zealand’s international inflight playlist. Now McGough’s second
album “Doin’ What I Do” has been added, making John one of two brass
bandies to appear on the airline’s playlist along with the National Band of
New Zealand. A former member of the National Band himself, his latest
album features some jazz, Latin American and classic hits plus an original
composition.
Currently sitting with over 326k hits on YouTube is John’s rendition of
Il Silenzio, which opens the CD. It’s followed by Ruze Vida, an original
composition by his first brass band conductor, the late Frank Beaumont.
The album was recorded, produced and accompanied on keys by Ben
Gilgen. Ben has worked as a musical director for Kiwi entertainment icons
such as Billy T. James, John Rowles and Kiri Te Kanawa.
Some of you will know that Kevin Dell is writing a history of the National
Band. He is looking for some help to complete his research. From about
the 1995 tour on, media coverage of the Band was sparse. Kevin is looking
for copies of reviews of the band for the tours in 1995, 2003, 2005, 2007,
2009, 2013/14, and 2017. He already has the tour brochure, but if you have
any reviews or a scrapbook for any of those tours, or any other tour for
that matter, please get in touch with Kevin at
kevindell35@gmail.com
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Tuesday 4 to Saturday 8 October
2022 National Secondary Schools’ training
course in Christchurch.
Friday 4 to Sunday 6 November
Mosgiel Brass Band is celebrating 150
years of banding on the Taieri. Contact
grant.shackell@outlook.com for further
details or join the closed Facebook group
called Mosgiel Brass 150th.
For more events and news, visit our
Facebook pages: BBANZ, NZNYB, NSSBBNZ
and National Band

Calling all Secondary
School Students.

Please register your interest in the NSSBB and
NSSBB Development Band Camp to be held in
Christchurch 4-8 October 2022.
Please email the NSSBB Manager, Sandra
Ginever on the following new NSSBB email
address: nssbrassbandnz@gmail.com she will
add you to the mailing list. Information about
this band camp will be sent to you as soon as it
becomes available.

Bugle Call

I commenced penning this month’s “call” on 31 March
to leave April as free as possible for a visit from
family from Sydney, and Anzac-related activities. As
I predicted, more requests for band and/or bugling
services have been received. I will be attending an
Auckland City Council meeting later today to determine
how council Anzac events will return to pre-Covid
commemorations.
Unfortunately, this re-organising activity comes when
our local Papakura RSA has had to close its doors.
The RSA as a welfare organisation will continue from
another facility, but the club will no longer exist as a
community facility. Sad to say, a number of other RSAs
around the country have met the same fate in recent
years.
As an aside, this decline is not dissimilar to the decline
in the number of brass bands in New Zealand over
the years, from over 100 back when I began playing
in the 1950s to about 55 or so registered today. Both
bands and RSAs are facing a two-fold problem: how
to maintain community relevance and how to retain
financial viability in a fast-changing environment. It is
the first of these that is most important, for, without
community support, we cannot attain financial viability.
A topic for another occasion, perhaps?
Meanwhile, back to bugling. Last week I trialled an
The Last Post from Andrew Hedges of Palmerston North Brass.
experiment with our senior band, with our conductor’s
agreement, which involved everybody present
warming up on the Last Post call as per the Stuart Watts
template. The player feedback was surprisingly good, so I
was looking forward to the follow-up planned for last night’s
rehearsal. This did not proceed, understandably, for the time
Friends of the National Youth
was needed for our AGM. Then, a sign of the times, rehearsal
Brass Band:
was about to commence when conductor Brent received a
Peter and Kylie Adams, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity), E Aldridge
call to attend to an emergency at work that occupied him
(in perpetuity), J Aldridge, Auckland Bands Association,
till 11.00pm, I have just learned. We did not have a settled
D and M Dawson, Pete and Billie Harbidge, JB and NC Hollick,
evening.
I Levien, AG Lewis, O Melhuish, D Miller, G and C Moseley,
On the upside, I unexpectedly became the new owner of a
NBS Nelson City Brass, North Shore Brass, NZ Army Band,
cavalry trumpet during the week. The previous owner had
Otago Southland Brass Band Association, B and M Platt,
been the aforementioned RSA, and its place of residence
Evan and Lorraine Sayer, M Smith, J and R Sullivan,
was the wall of said club. Someone a little taller had kindly
The Estate of Joan Norma Morris.
unscrewed it from the wall, so I only needed to dismantle it
If you would like to support the activities of the National
from the beautiful wooden frame in which it was held to see
Youth Brass Band please contact the Executive Officer.
if the instrument was playable.
It was undoubtedly authentic, not an imitation, 1916
Boosey & Hawkes manufactured for the NZ Army. But it was
stubborn. Valve oil was ineffective in easing the mouthpiece
shank, but a couple of days of CRC treatment did the trick.
My mouthpiece extractor was the winner in the end. When
the mouthpiece finally popped out, the noise was such a
loud crack I thought I had split the tubing

Life Members of the BBANZ
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM,
Tony Cowan BEM, JP, Kevin Dell ONZM, Beverley Kench, Ian
Levien QSM, Stephen Leader, Tony Lewis MNZM
Bill Platt, Evan Sayer Dianne Smeehuyzen MNZM JP, Rodney
Sutton MBE JP, Murray Warrington.
Life Members who have served BBANZ
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP,
RM Brooker, Trevor Cudby, W Currie, Graham Dick, J Drew,
RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin QSO , EJ Gohns,
T Goodall, Drummer Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer,
KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall, JC King, WS King,
GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM,
H Nielson, E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty,
WV Siddall, R Simpson, P Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, T Taylor
OSM, LE Thorne QSM, FJ Turner,
RS Waterston.

However, all was intact, and I could finally unplug the
mouthpiece from nigh on a century of gunk. The trumpet
now plays and will be a valuable addition to any talks/
demonstrations I do. I might try it out at a Probus Club
meeting this month. I have been asked to talk about brass
bands in New Zealand. What better way to explain the
origins of our NZ bands than to demonstrate a call or two
that we inherited from the military bands in the country
during the Victorian era. They are the very roots of our
existence today.
Ian Levien
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As organisers of Champion Brass 2022, the
Wellington District Brass Band Association
is excited and ready to welcome all brass
bands, adjudicators, officials, family, and
supporters to Wellington for the NZ Brass
Band Championships in July.
With all that has gone on in the last two
years, it is fantastic that we are in a position
to hold the contest. The Champion Brass
team has been working very hard over
the past twelve months to navigate a
constantly changing environment, with
endless meetings, frantic calls to venue
owners, a watchful eye on Government
announcements and a budget that was, and
still is, a murky crystal ball. But hey, we’ve
done it, and we are ready to go.
With 33 bands from across the grades and
from one end of the country to the other,
we look forward to welcoming you to
Wellington. We have secured great venues,
including the magnificent Michael Fowler

Centre in the CBD and the superb facilities at
Wellington College.
Wellington College will host the Solo and
Ensemble events in the performing arts
centre and the C, D and Youth Grade band
events in the Alan Gibbs Centre, a 1,000seat award-winning architecturally designed
auditorium. We will have the contest hub in
the Michael Fowler Centre for the A and B
Grade band events, with the bar and café,
trade stands, and extra activities still in the
planning phase.
Only the Invitation Slow Melody and
Champion of Champions will be ticketed. All
other events, including the band events, will
be free admission.
In terms of looking after your health and
wellbeing, you are our priority when
attending contest events at contest venues.
We will follow all venue requirements and
Government guidelines, and whilst you
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should all be aware of what they are likely
to be, we will update you on arrangements
closer to the time. In the meantime, we
hope that you will look after yourselves and
your band members and prepare yourselves
as best as you can for what we hope will
be an amazing contest week. While we are
hopeful that the contest will proceed under
the Orange setting with few restrictions,
we have a plan should the country (or
Wellington) be back in Red by July – but we
are keeping our fingers crossed for remaining
at Orange.
We want to thank Wellington Venues
and the Wellington City Council for their
venue subsidy and Pelorus Trust and Pub
Charity for their generous grants. We
also thank the NZ Army Band and the
Royal NZ Airforce Band for the kind loan
of percussion and sponsorship of events.
Thanks also to the sponsors of band events,
Brass Direct, RNZ Navy Band and Besson,
and our current solo and ensemble event
sponsors, Dame Adrienne Stewart and
David Miller Associates. We are still seeking
further support, so if you are interested in
sponsoring a solo or ensemble event, please
contact Mike Sander at mike.sander@tpl.
co.nz or 029 773 1441 for further information.
Our website is online and more information
will be added between now and the contest,
so please keep an eye on www.2022contest.
brass.nz and Facebook page.

Bulbs and Bed Rest an Addington Update
Organiser Pam Dempsey reports that despite
Covid-related delivery delays, our flowering
bulbs fundraiser was very successful and
culminated in the second biggest order ever
placed with the supplier. Our thanks to those
who got in behind the sales effort, and to
those who supported our band by placing
orders!

A considerable number of our playing
members have tested Covid positive this past
month. The cornet and trombone sections
seem the worst affected while the eupho/
baris and basses seem resistant to date. A
very enjoyable and very social “curry night”
held after an engagement at the Thomas
Edmonds Rotunda does not seem to have
helped lower the infection rate!
The rotunda gig on Sunday the 27th March
was one of two outdoor concerts we’ve
presented recently, the other being the
CPBBA’s ‘Riverside Brass‘ held a fortnight
previously on March 13. At both gigs,
music director Adrian Dalton’s astute
programming, not to mention his talent as
a compère, proved a hit with audiences.
Multi-generational attendees will have
recognised numbers by Procol Harum, David
Bowie, Stevie Wonder, Jeff Lynne, John Miles,
Burt Bacharach and Dave Brubeck, while
bandies everywhere will have picked the

works of Malcolm Arnold, Goff Richards,
and with ‘West Side Story‘ currently playing
in movie theatres, Leonard Bernstein.
Principal Cornet Grant Dempsey was our
featured soloist playing Somewhere from
the aforementioned musical. Grant was also
part of our Gee Officer Krupke vocal item
along with fellow songsters Ian Lester, Nikita
Smith, Brayden Cottom and Chris Gourley.
Trevor Wilson (Soprano cornet) was the
first to fall foul of Covid and as a result was
unavailable for the Rotunda gig. We are
grateful to Woolston’s Raynor Martin for
filling in at very short notice. Thanks also
to Matt Toomata who augmented our bass
section perfectly on the day. Cheers guys!
Round the bandstand we’re delighted to
have been seeing more of Leigh Martin
(Bb bass) and Richard Orwin (Eb bass)
though Richard will be leaving us again
in May to travel overseas. Grace Carpinter
and Huey Duncan (Cornets) have been
with us for many months now, so this is
a rather late acknowledgment of their
arrival, – sorry Grace and Huey! Other
new players welcomed more recently
include Grant Pitcher (Euphonium), Reuben
Clarkson (Percussion) and Breanna Cottom
(Trombone). Nau mai, haere mai guys. It’s
great to have you with us.
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Our TRAINing band continues full steam
ahead with more than ten players rehearsing
together regularly. More are always welcome
of course, so if you would like to learn a
brass or percussion instrument under the
expert tutelage of Music Director Adrian
Dalton, rehearsals are held every Monday at
6.30pm at our Vulcan Place band room.
Covid uncertainties aside, our attention now
is turning to our “Sakura” concert with the
Canterbury Japanese Choir and the Takumi
Japanese Drumming Group. This concert is
scheduled for 7.30pm on Saturday 21st May
at the Salvation Army Citadel.
The B Grade test for the contest is Philip
Sparke’s Aotearoa - Land of the Long
White Cloud and Adrian has settled on an
Own Choice. Our hymn was decided by a
members’ Facebook poll. We had to choose
one from three options, and a clear leader
emerged very quickly. Rehearsals were
curtailed a bit when Covid first hit, but we
seem to be back to good health now with
near-capacity rehearsals being standard
Beyond the Sakura concert our eyes are
firmly set on the Welly contest. We’re soooo
looking forward to seeing you all there.
Yay for orange!

Next-Gen

In this issue, management committee
member Lachlan Spence interviews 13-yearold Luca Cable, who plays for Woolston
Concert Brass and various ensembles at
Burnside High School.
What was your first musical experience?
The first musical experience I can remember
is my Dad (Colin) taking me along to a kids’
choir on Saturday mornings. I was pretty
small and could not read. I used to have to
listen to the songs over and over at home to
learn the lyrics. My first brass memory was
early morning lessons with my teacher Slade
Hocking. He would show me what air to use
by blowing on the back of my neck whilst I
played. I was not a fan of the coffee breath,
but I am very grateful now that he taught
me how to use good air.
Does musical ability run through your family?
The music genes come from my mum’s
side of the family. My Great Granny was a
piano teacher, Nana plays the piano, and a
distant relative was musicologist Christopher
Small. My mum (Claire) and her siblings all
learnt the piano. My Uncle Bede (Williams)
was the first brass player in our family and
is a trumpeter and conductor who teaches
music at St Andrews University in Scotland
and does other cool playing projects. Mum
took up the baritone when I was in Woolston
Junior Band as she figured it was better to
join in than watch band practise. Dad traded
his bagpipes for the trombone and joined
Junior Band along with my sister Erika, who
plays the cornet.
To date, what have been some of your
musical highlights?
Being part of Woolston Concert Brass when
we had a clean sweep at the national
contest last year. I also love going to
Canterbury band camp at Living Springs each
year.
What sort of things would you like to happen
to support young players?
I think all bands need to be thinking about
their next generation of players by making a
junior part of their organisation and finding
fun and enthusiastic conductors like I have
been lucky to have coming through the
Woolston Family. Young players also need
access to instruments that work well and
opportunities to get together out of the band
room like band camps and social activities.

Is there anyone you would like to thank for
helping you with your achievements thus
far?
Firstly my current teacher Barrett Hocking
who supports me with whatever I want to
do; Uncle Bede, who has chosen some great
solos for me; Kevin Hickman for being an
awesome conductor and always ready to
help and teaching me band manners; Phil
Johnston and my amazing accompanist Jill
Pears.

Who has been your greatest inspiration?

What do you hope to achieve in the future?

My Uncle Bede because he is family, and also
a really good trumpet player.

I hope to be good enough to play with
Woolston Brass and get in the Army Band
one day.

What’s the best thing about being in a brass
band?
I love the music, particularly the test pieces,
and the socials after rehearsal, especially if
there is fizzy and pizza.

Quickfire questions
What type of music do you listen to most?
I like lots of genres of music, but particularly
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Reggae and Dub, and a variety of Trumpet
artists.
Other interests? Surfing, Skiing and Mountain
Biking
Favourite food? Homemade carbonara
Favourite place? Wanaka
Favourite films? James Bond
Favourite instrument? Trumpet of course.
Favourite piece of music? Napoli
What do you dislike most? Paddle boarders
when I am surfing.
For the more technical amongst us, what
make of instrument do you play?
Yamaha Xeno Cornet, and a Bach Stradivarius
LR180S37 Bb Trumpet
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BBANZ – Directory
Postal: 159 Gayhurst Road,
Dallington, Christchurch 8061
Website: www.brassbanz.org.nz

Executive Officer
Helen Lee
bbanzeo@gmail.com M: 029 770 4588
BBANZ is a Registered Charity CC 37839.
All donations are tax deductible

Size

BBANZ bands and regular advertisers
Full colour (20% discount)

Classified small

$25

$20

Classified large

$50

$40

Eighth of a page

$100

$80

Quarter page

$160

$130

Half page

$250

$200

Full page

$400

$320

All prices subject to 15% GST. Deadline for copy: 20th of month prior to
publication. Ten issues are published per year.

National Management Committee
President
John Sullivan, Auckland
jsullivan@customcontrols.co.nz
M: 021 736 832
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland
Vice-President
Grant Langdon, Auckland
gklklangdon@gmail.com M: 022 089 1162
Wayne Jennens, Nelson
wtjennens@gmail.com M: 021 583 231

FOR SALE

Used Besson Sovereign Bb cornet in great condition.
$3000 ono. It has just been fully serviced, working as good as the day it
was purchased with only a couple of minor scuffs and tiny dings that you
have to search for. Comes in a leather case, with two Denis Wick gold
mouthpieces (4 and 4.5) and a lyre.

Please contact Bruce on 027 467 2052 (Christchurch).

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim
brian.nicholas.nz@gmail.com M: 027 220 1711
Emily Richards, Wellington
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483
Lachlan Spence, Wellington and Whakatane
lachlan.spence2000@gmail.com M: 027 9145 061
Treasurer
Murray Warrington, Napier
murrayshonaw@outlook.com
H: 06 844 1120
M: 021 860 128
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112
National Band of New Zealand
Musical Director David Bremner
Band Manager: Garth Coffey, Wellington
nznationalband@gmail.com

50’s UP PLAYERS WANTED
50’s Up Brass is a 40-strong Christchurch band of mainly, but not always,
retired musicians who have a lifetime of brass banding to complement
our sound.
We practise weekly in New Brighton on Wednesday mornings, and we
play around 15 concerts each year, usually on weekdays.
Our wonderful drummer is talking retirement, and we are interested in
easing someone who reads drum music alongside him.
We are also interested in you if you play solo or 1st cornet.
Please talk with our Band Manager, Wayne Shears, on 027 2243 310 or
email wayneshears@outlook.co.nz

National Youth Brass Band
Musical Director: Tyme Marsters, Christchurch
Manager: Emily Richards
nybb2022@gmail.com
M: 021 607 483

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band
Musical Director: Andrew Snell, Christchurch
Manager: Sandra Ginever
nssbrassbandnz@gmail.com
M: 021 211 2321

2022 National Contest in Wellington 13 to 17 July
Contact person: Mike Sander
mike.sander@tpl.co.nz
2023 National Contest in Dunedin 5 to 8 July
Contact person: James Duncan
dunedinbrass@gmail.com
2024 National Contest in Auckland 10 to 13 July
Contact person: Owen Melhuish
owenmelhuish@gmail.com
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