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Inside:
•	Farewell Jeff Mulraney

•	News from Takaka and 
Nelson Bands 

•	A call for buglers 

•	Plus photographs from 
around the country of 
bands performing in their 
communities. 

Happy banding!

Bands in the Community

Alpine Energy Timaru Brass lead the Christmas parade in Geraldine in a hailstorm.

Carrolling with Trust Porirua City Brass

Drum Major Amanda Bollond in front of the Devon Hotel 
New Plymouth Brass Band. 

Carols by candlelight with Eastern BOP Brass including 
a musical tribute to those affected by the Whakaari/
White Island eruption only days earlier.

http://www.musicways.co.nz
mailto:info@musicways.co.nz
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2020 Vision
Happy 2020 everyone. 
I hope you all enjoyed 
some quality time with 
your families and have 
made the most of the 
summer holidays.

Just like 2018 and 2019, 
this year began with 

some unfortunate news, the passing of 
recent BBANZ National Executive Member 
Jeffrey Mulraney. As a result of a lifelong 
career as a high school teacher, Jeff was 
passionate about education and youth and 
took responsibility for helping develop 
BBANZ’s strategic plan. A successful soloist 
and member of six National Bands, Jeff 
also provided a lot of valuable input 
around music selection and representative 
bands. It was a privilege to attend the 
celebration of Jeff’s life at a service in 
Blenheim along with many others who 
had contact with this unique and special 
man through his broad range of interests. 
Our thoughts and love go to his many 
friends, in particular the Marlborough 
and Wanganui banding community 
where Jeff will be remembered both for 
his generosity and his larger-than-life 
personality.

For most of us, we are only now starting to 
think about locating our instruments and 
getting valves/slides/drumsticks working 

again before our first band rehearsals for 
the year. However, this is not the case for 
our finest young musicians. At the time 
of writing this, the 2020 National Youth 
Band of New Zealand is busy preparing for 
a series of South Island concerts entitled 
“Gen Z – Celebrating Past and Future Stars”. 
I am certainly neither Gen Z nor a “star” 
but have very fond memories of my time 
as a member of the National Youth Band, 
especially my first band in 1982 based in 
Nelson and under the baton of Musical 
Director Mr Kevin Jarrett and Drum Major 
Stephen Leader. That’s right the band not 
only performed concerts but also marching 
displays!

As a playing member of the Youth Band, I 
for one had no appreciation of all the work 
that went into organising and running 
a successful band. I now get to witness 
some of what happens behind the scenes. 
I would like to thank Alan Spence, Emily 
Richards and the many others in this year’s 
management team for their hours of 
preparation and hard work all to provide 
wonderful lifelong memories to another 
group of young musicians.

I don’t doubt that one of the biggest 
challenges we will continue to face will 
be raising the funds required to assemble 
and operate our representative bands. It is 
becoming more and more challenging to 

achieve grant funding, and often we are 
only aware of our success or failure in the 
final weeks. Not ideal when attempting 
to plan and prepare. All the advice we are 
receiving is that this situation is not going 
to improve. So, we need to find alternative 
approaches to obtain the necessary funds 
to operate the National Secondary Schools’ 
and National Youth bands, which are both 
so vital for the future of brass banding in 
New Zealand. We are very open to ideas 
on how to help resolve this situation, 
however one initiative we have underway 
is Payroll Giving.

Payroll Giving is a reasonably “painless” 
way to give back to our movement by 
providing a regular income stream that 
allows the Association to plan with more 
certainty without having to always rely 
on funding from grants. All for the price 
of one coffee a week! Thank you to those 
who already contribute in this manner. 
If this interests you, then please contact 
Helen or me to learn how to put this into 
place.

Yours in banding,

John Sullivan, 
President Brass Band Association 
of New Zealand

Quick Notes
In the Vault: In January the Alexander 
Turnbull Library in collaboration with Air 
NZ and the Te Puna Foundation launched 
“In the Vault”. This is a playlist and audio 
channel for long-haul flights with music 
from the Turnbull Library collections. The 
first selection includes Spectacular Brass, 
recorded by the 1978 National Band of New 
Zealand. Even if you are not flying long-
haul soon you can hear this recording and 
others on Spotify. https://open.spotify.com/
album/48F7awYspPs489kjcAZnyp

New website: The Brass Band Association 
received an early Christmas present last 
year with the launch of a new website. The 
purpose of the website is as a shop window 
for the Association in conjunction with our 
Facebook pages where general news and 
events will be posted. The site was designed 
by Todd Harper of THread Co, Cambridge. It 
can be accessed using all our former website 
addresses.

www.brassbanz.org 
www.brassbanz.org.nz 
www.brassbanz.nz

Nelson City Brass awarded Life Membership 

to Andrew Clark (posthumously) and Bob 
Boodee for their contribution to the band 
over many years. Both have held a number 
of roles in the band including President, 
Vice President, Committee Member and 
Drum Major (Andrew) as well as being 
active playing members. Andrew’s partner 
Jo and his parents were present to accept 
the award. The band’s musical director Nigel 
Weeks recently received his QSM for services 
to music at a ceremony in Wellington.

The band recognised the great work by its 
members at its annual awards evening. 
Presentations went to

Jeffrey Winter - Bandsperson of the year

Douglas Couchman - Player of the Year

Best section - the Tenor Horns

Josh Mansbridge - Most Improved Player

Douglas Clark – runner-up, Most Improved 
Player

Well done to Toby Pringle who was named 
in the cornet section of the 2019 Band 
of the Year alongside stars from the best 
British and European bands. The virtual 

band is compiled annually by the popular 
international brass band website 4barsrest.

2019 was a big year for Toby. He was the 
leader of the National Youth Band and New 
Zealand’s champion band Wellington Brass, 
won the Champion of Champions solo 
title and started postgraduate study at the 
Conservatorium van Amsterdam.

Nigel Weeks QSM

https://open.spotify.com/album/48F7awYspPs489kjcAZnyp
https://open.spotify.com/album/48F7awYspPs489kjcAZnyp
http://www.brassbanz.org
http://www.brassbanz.org.nz
http://www.brassbanz.nz
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Obituary:  Jeffrey Alexander Mulraney 1955 – 2019
It is with sadness we report the passing of 
Jeffrey Alexander Mulraney on 24 December. 
Jeff had a life-long interest in music and 
education, both choral and brass bands. 
He was a versatile musician who played 
baritone, trombone and euphonium with 
bands in New Plymouth, Palmerston North, 
Whanganui and Blenheim. Jeff won the 
Open Baritone Championship title in 1978 
and 1982 plus the Australian title in 1980 
and was a member of the National Band of 
New Zealand on six occasions (1986, 78, 89, 
90, 92, 95). Jeff was also a member of the 
BBANZ National Management Committee 
from 2009 until 2018.

In December 2018 Jeff received a BBANZ 
Long Service Award in recognition of fifty-
one years of service to brass banding.

Remembering Jeffrey Mulraney
Members of the Marlborough District Brass 
Band and the community alike are mourning 
the loss of a man who, throughout his life, 
touched so many hearts and minds.

Blenheim local, Jeffrey Mulraney, passed 
away peacefully at Christchurch Hospital on 
Christmas Eve.

He was well-known and respected 

throughout the region, both for his teaching 
and adjudicating, and for his spectacular 
talent as a trombone, euphonium, tenor 
horn and baritone player.

Having taught a lot of Marlborough students, 
both through the band and as an itinerant 
music teacher at Marlborough Boys’ 
College, Jeffrey was a “true gentleman”, an 
“extremely interesting character”, and a 
“really funny guy”.

“It’s a tragedy that he’s gone,” Marlborough 
District Brass Band conductor and friend of 
Jeffrey, Kevin Moseley, says. “We’ll really 
miss him... it’s a big loss.”

When reflecting on what he’ll remember 
most vividly about Jeffrey, Kevin says that 
some of Jeffrey’s main qualities were his 
unwavering spirit and his commitment to 
everything he did.

“He was a man of very strong opinions,” he 
says. “Jeffrey knew immediately if he agreed 
or disagreed with something. [I admire that 
because] it’s hard to be a Jeffrey in the ‘PC’ 
world we live in.

“He was also really committed and always 
there. He was unwell for a very long time, 

but there was only one time he didn’t come 
into band... something about having the flu.”

According to Kevin, Jeffrey was involved 
with many activities and groups throughout 
his lifetime; from being in the orchestra 
for multiple Blenheim Musical Theatre 
productions, including the recent season 
of Blackadder Goes Forth: The Musical, to 
playing principal trombone in the National 
Brass Band of New Zealand (as well as 
baritone horn).

Described by Kevin as quite the character, 
Jeffrey had a love of all things quirky.

“He’d always wanted a Rolls-Royce [car], 
so he bought one and used to drive it 
around town wearing his bowler hat,” Kevin 
chuckles. As well as this, Jeffrey also built his 
own grandfather clock and even collected 
pedal organs!

“The kids loved him to bits,” Kevin says. “I 
was always very careful about what I said 
in band, because if I [picked on] one of the 
kids, Jeffrey would glare at me,” he laughs. 
“But I wouldn’t have had it any other way.”

By Aimee O’Hagan, courtesy of The 
Blenheim Sun newspaper
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Gig Guide
Monday 10 February 
“Valentines Songs of Love”, Kumeu 
Vintage Brass with very special guest 
artists Mark and Kathi Harris performing 
for Morning Melodies, 11.00am at the 
Bruce Mason Centre, The Promenade, 
Takapuna. Tickets only $7.00.

Thursday 20 February 
The BIG Buzz: an open evening with 
New Zealand’s fastest growing brass band 
Nor’west Brass from 5.00pm to 7.30pm at 
Rangi Ruru Girls’ School, 59 Hewitts Road, 
Christchurch.
Your opportunity to see the Nor’west 
Brass development bands in action, 
talk to expert brass tutors and try an 
instrument for yourself.

Sunday 23 February 
SummerTimes: Brass in the 
City, Addington Brass, 1.30pm at 
Remembrance Park on the banks of the 
Avon River, Christchurch City. A free event 
– bring a picnic.

Tuesday 10 March 
The announcement of the test music 
for the 2020 National Brass Band 
Championships.

Saturday 14 March 
Kumeu Vintage Brass at the Kumeu 
Show, Showgrounds, 41 Access Road, 
Kumeu.
Closing date for applications for the 
2020/21 National Band.

Sunday 15 March
Brass at the Falls with Kumeu Vintage 
Brass 2.30pm at Falls Park, Alderman 
Drive, Henderson.

Sunday 22 March 
Kumeu Vintage Brass Free Public 
Concert, 2.00pm at Couldrey House, 
Wenderholm Regional Park, 37 Schischka 
Road, Waiwera, SH1.
Brass at the Falls with Air Force Base 
Auckland 2.30pm at Falls Park, Alderman 
Drive, Henderson.

Sunday 29 March
Brass at the Falls with Waitakere 
Auckland Brass 2.30pm at Falls Park, 
Alderman Drive, Henderson.

Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 April 
Otago Southland Brass Band 
Association solo and band contest in 
Mosgiel. Contact person Kath Herman, 
contest manager rnynkt@kinect.co.nz

Friday 8 to Sunday 10 May 
CPBBA Band Camp at Living Springs, 
Banks Peninsula. Email cpbba@gmail.com 
for details.

For more events and news, visit our 
Facebook pages.

https://www.facebook.com/brassbanz/  
https://www.facebook.com/nznybb/ 
https://www.facebook.com/nssbbnz/ 
https://www.facebook.com 
nationalbandnz/

Congratulations
In 2019 awards for long service to the 
brass band movement in New Zealand 
were presented to 68 people from 13 
bands. This may be a record for the 
most awards presented in one year. 
Our heartiest congratulations to all 
those who have given so freely of their 
time to brass banding over many years.

Ascot Park Hotel Brass: Rodney Sutton 
(70), Lee Newcombe (61), John Bath 
(51), Warren Crighton (51) and Ken 
Wellington (45).

City of Sails Auckland Brass: Murray 
Carey (63) and Jennifer Carey (44).

Feilding Brass: Murray Coffey, Karen 
Willis and Terry Lowe 25 years each.

Greymouth Municipal Band: Bill Stanley 
(50), Peter Henry (50), Graeme Sara 
(48), Wayne Russell (44), Tony Russell 
(37), Helen Russell (35), David Wilson 
(35) and Lyn Welsford (28).

Hamilton City Brass: Geoff Ledger (46), 
Michael Rogers (45), Yvette Lawson 
(30) and Ben Burnell (25).

Levin & Districts Brass: Colin Honey 
(65), Raymond Harvey (45), John Gibbs 
(41) and Neil Hickmott (30).

Marlborough District Brass: Ronald 
Wass (67), Ian Gifford (66), Kevin 

Moseley (52), Graham Moseley (46), 
Brian Ross (42), Kathy Moseley (42), 
Christine Moseley (41), Brian Nicholas 
(30) and Alan Papps (28).

Mosgiel Brass: Ian Hebbard 60 years.

North Shore Brass: Peter 
O’Shaughnessy (38), Andrew Leech 
(36), Craig Rhodes (31), and Bronwynne 
Leech (27).

Roxburgh Pioneer Energy Brass: David 
Leslie (63), Dave Hughes (62), Warren 
Cox (62), Doug Dance (61) Margaret 
Dance (60), Alex Gordon (60), Alastair 
Monteath (46), Debra Bradley (42), Ann 
Hill (40), David Weatherall (35), Daniel 
Dance (32), Christine Wright (27), 
Victoria Dance (26) and Lynne Ellis (25).

The Devon Hotel New Plymouth Brass: 
Betty Bremner (50), Peter Martin 
(35), Annette Haley (30) and Amanda 
Bollond (30).

Trust Porirua City Brass: Sandra Jones 
(35) and Edrick Child (30).

Westport Municipal Band: Ken Hill 
(63), John Wilson (61), Graham Mason 
(60), Tony Robertson (50), Laythel Hill 
(50), Nathan Keoghan (32), Rebecca 
Keoghan (29) and (posthumously) 
Graham Dick 55 years.

Nelson City Brass award winners 
From left: Jeffrey Winter - Bandsperson of the Year,  
Douglas Couchman - Player of the Year, 
Douglas Clark - runner up, Most Improved Player, 
Carrie Wilson - representing the best section, Tenor 
Horns, and Josh Mansbridge - Most Improved Player.

Alpine Energy Timaru Brass paying in the local hospital. 

https://www.facebook.com/RangiRuru/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAF3gxy87TlUYq1gOgsZV7TtrgrwqdWpd4l64lGWPDGe2M6XWYan0mBqYnyngGnT9ZVROCMA1Uw7wHQTL5eyRHyvEeKRrgAB_92ZCNn2nPMtklcpcmXd8NOipzicEmS72cOoxFyEUISRpEGQxSu5MIjSfkiyG69u9YoH4aqgzbEygH_Ugtj8A91-lDPl2UQdEmAIeNoz9L1v-5RCKS5W6ZkSGiaxeAftLejJytrMJ6KJMuhJEDqUbRvUwY7QvNzuBjJhC-vuz4yNHjN0cwf9o9WVhlOypRh7Z-E8gJr-6x1JYOodf5_UGDmPrG5Gf3YUHXKiXyR4-9gc8YAVA_vEkyd1vg0&eid=ARDF0CAACQLxIvm7GxWVWte-pQ40NH0KKVzqPQ7w6Mj8TBdruXFyX9Ir-ghF2vpNmrIo3C5D-Z9lR5eP
mailto:rnynkt@kinect.co.nz
mailto:cpbba@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/brassbanz/
https://www.facebook.com/nznybb/
https://www.facebook.com/nssbbnz/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalbandnz/
https://www.facebook.com/nationalbandnz/
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2020 National 
Secondary 
Schools’ Brass 
Band – apply now
Application forms are now 
available for the Big Brassy 
Band Camps being held in 
Christchurch from 30 September 
to 4 October and in Taupo 
from 7 October to 11 October. 
Applications are open to 
secondary school-aged students 
who play at least at Grade 5 
standard. You don’t need to be a 
member of a BBANZ band.

To get an application form and 
any other details please contact 
Band Manager - 
Jo Doyle nssbb2020@gmail.com

Vacancy - Musical 
Director Ascot Park 
Hotel Brass
Following the retirement of Matthew 
Dick, the Invercargill Garrison Band 
Society is seeking expressions of 
interest for Musical Director of its 
senior band, Ascot Park Hotel Brass.

Formed in 1867, the world’s 
southernmost A Grade Brass Band has 
a proud and rich history. With practises 
twice a week we compete regularly 
at both provincial and national level 
as well as regular community events 
including Anzac Day, Carols in the Park, 
and more.

The Senior Band (A Grade) currently 
has about 22 regular players. The 
Auxiliary Band (C Grade) has about 30 
regular players with a large percentage 
of those being junior players.

The successful applicant will have a 
strong musical background as well as 
the drive, focus and commitment to 
build on the band’s history and lead 
it into the future. Please send your 
application detailing your experience, 
along with a cover page detailing your 
vision for the band, to 
secretary@ascotbrass.org.nz

Brass 
Composition 
Prize
SOUNZ Centre for New Zealand Music, together 
with BBANZ and CANZ (Composers’ Association of 
New Zealand), presents a composition competition 
for works for solo brass instrument, with optional 
piano accompaniment.

The piece should be written for brass instrument, 
with or without piano accompaniment, and be 3-7 
minutes long. The solo must be in the style of a 
slow melody.

Prizes: First prize $400, performance and recording 
of winner and finalist works at the National 
Championships in Christchurch on 8 July and one 
year membership of CANZ.

There is no entry fee and no age restriction. 
Composers must be New Zealand citizens or 
residents. Submissions due: 9.00am Monday 11 
May 2020.

Please read the full rules and submission guidelines 
at www.sounz.org.nz/info-for/composers/sounz-
brass-competition or contact info@sounz.org.nz.

mailto:nssbb2020@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@ascotbrass.org.nz
http://www.brassdirect.co.nz
http://www.sounz.org.nz/info-for/composers/sounz-brass-competition
http://www.sounz.org.nz/info-for/composers/sounz-brass-competition
mailto:info@sounz.org.nz
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Celebrating 
70 years
Crowther Clive Reynish first started playing 
in the Takaka Citizens’ Band in 1949. He was 
just eight years old and learned the cornet 
from his father.

Crowther has played The Last Post at many 
funerals and Anzac parades over the last 
70 years. I don’t believe he has missed 
a Christmas Day carolling through town 
on the back of a truck; such has been his 
commitment to the band.

Crowther has led from the front as the 
president of the band for 20 years. He was 
also a member of a Bavarian band for many 
years, playing at numerous functions from 
which the proceeds were used to fund the 
activities of the Takaka Citizens’ Band.

His commitment to the community has 
been outstanding. He has supported many 
community groups by allowing them to 
fundraise in the foyer of his Fresh Choice 
supermarket and often supplying goods at 
a discount or free to schools for fundraising 
events.

Crowther’s love for music and performing for 
the enjoyment of others is undeniable. He 
takes pleasure in encouraging young players 
and watching their progress.

In 2001 Crowther was awarded Life 
Membership of the Takaka Citizens’ Band 
and is still an active member of the band.

Maryanne Soper 
Vice President 
Takaka Citizens’ Band

AGM wrap-up
The 87th Annual General Meeting of the 
Brass Band Association in Christchurch was 
attended by 36 representatives from our 
bands and District Associations and Life 
Members Tony Lewis, Graeme Aldridge, 
Murray Warrington and Stephen Leader. The 
annual report summarised by president John 
Sullivan thoroughly covered the Association’s 
activities for the year. The financial accounts 
presented by treasurer Murray Warrington 
again showed a better-than-budgeted 
surplus for the year, due to the continued 
reduction in expenses, good results from 
grant applications and very good return 
from the Hamilton Contest Committee. 
To ensure the future financial stability of 
the Association delegates unanimously 
endorsed a $30 increase to affiliation fees 
for 2019/2020.

The location for the 2022 National Contest 
was confirmed as Dunedin from Wednesday 
13 to Sunday 17 July. The Contest Manager 
announced that the adjudicators for the 2020 
contest are Dr Brett Baker from the United 
Kingdom and Mark Ford from Melbourne, 
Australia.

As usual, the presentations of the remits 
produced some lively and entertaining 
debate. The results of the remits were:

Remit 1 Contest Regulation 11.A regarding 
percussion solos was passed meaning the 
Under 15, and Junior percussion solos will 
follow the same format as the Open solo.

Remit 2 regarding changing the title Chief 
Drill Judge to Chief Marching Judge was 
passed.

Remit 3 regarding Contest Regulation 10.3 
was passed and now reads: A band may 

change its personnel and instrumentation 
during the course of the contest, but any 
such changes must be confined to registered 
members of the band. No changes to 
personnel may take place during an event.

Remit 4 Contest Regulation 11.1 was 
amended with the addition of a new clause 
that enables players resident overseas to 
start in a national solo contest without 
having competed at an NZ District contest.

Remit 5 submitted by Marlborough District 
Brass regarding a slow melody event of 
Junior players was withdrawn, and the 
management committee was asked to look 
into the possibility of running a trial event.

Remit 6 submitted by Marlborough District 
Brass was passed meaning that the Open 
Slow Melody Event will now be included in 
the Schedule of Contest Events.

Remit 7 regarding the promotion and 
relegation of bands and submitted by Ascot 
Park Hotel Brass required the support of 
two-thirds of the delegates present at the 
meeting before it could be presented. The 
delegates voted against this, and therefore 
the remit was withdrawn.

Remit 8 Contest Regulation 9 now has a 
new clause which enables bands to request 
regrading.

Remit 9 relating to including the marching 
points in with the stage points to decide the 
champion band was lost.

Thank you to all those who attended and 
took an active part in the AGM. See you all 
next year.

Helen Lee – Executive Officer 
Brass Band Association of New Zealand

The EBOP Development Squad with MD Jen 
Hardy entertained all those waiting for the 

Whakatane Santa Parade. 
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Bugle Call
In recent years it has become increasingly 
challenging to locate a bugler to perform Last 
Post and Reveille for the remembrance sequence 
at service funerals, and this causes much 
disappointment to families of the deceased.

Some families opt for the bugle calls to be played 
from a recording and at some funeral venues this 
may be provided as an audio-visual presentation. 
Almost without exception, people find this an 
unsatisfactory alternative, and some even consider it 
disrespectful to the military service of the deceased.

In the lead-up to the World War One Centenary, 
with the unfortunate and short-sighted reduction 
in military bands throughout New Zealand, the 
shortage of buglers extended its negative impact 
from funerals to commemoration ceremonies 
generally. In some cases, there was also a shortage 
of pipers to play a lament and drummers to provide 
a beat for marchers in commemoration parades 
on Anzac Day, etc. In an attempt to address the 
problem the idea came to form a corps of young 
remembrance buglers, pipers and drummers, to 
serve the ceremonial needs of local communities.

The idea is to bring together three essential 
elements:

•	Young people interested in learning to play 
the bugle, pipes or side drum – preferably 
intermediate and secondary school pupils or 
members of Cadet units

•	Instruments no longer in use – most bands 
have some of these lying unused in cupboards 
- (bugles, trumpets, cornets, etc.); some schools 
and Cadet units have their own already; families 
of former musicians might donate them.

•	Experienced musicians who are prepared to tutor 
the aspiring young players – buglers focussing 
initially on Last Post & Reveille/Rouse and similar 
start points for developing pipers and drummers

The idea was shared with several older bandsmen, 
and they greeted the concept with enthusiasm. 
Some immediately began implementing the plan 
informally at their local schools and support has 
been gradually growing in quarters, including 
amongst the pipe band fraternity who felt the 
same need applied to the piping of a lament 
at remembrance ceremonies. Some saw the 
consequential benefit in recruiting band members. 
Young people might later progress to joining a band 
to further develop their discovered interest and 
talent.

As a result of this increasing interest, it has 
been decided to grow the concept in a more 
structured way. And so, the “New Zealand Youth 
Remembrance Corps of Buglers, Pipers and 
Drummers” was founded.

Much support and many ideas have been 
forthcoming already, and we are well underway.

If you are interested in supporting this concept in 
any way, please contact Chris Mullane or Ian Levien

E: cmullane@druid.co.nz ; 
M: +64 27 252 4645; L/L: +64 9 445 8135 
E: deniseandian@xtra.co.nz ; L/L: +64 9 298 9012

Friends of the National Youth Brass Band:
Pete and Kylie Adams, BJ Aldridge (in perpetuity) 
E Aldridge (in perpetuity), J Aldridge, Canterbury 
Provincial Brass Band Association, Stephen and 
Claire Clayton, G Coomer, T and B Cudby, D and 
M Dawson, JW Edmondston, JB and NC Hollick, 
DA Johnson, I Levien, AG Lewis, JR McGough, O 
Melhuish, D Miller, G and C Moseley, NZ Army Band, 
B and M Platt, E Sayer, M Smith, J and R Sullivan, 
The Estate of Joan Norma Morris. 

If you would like to support the activities of the 
National Youth Brass Band please contact the 
Executive Officer or make a donation at: 
www.brassbanz.org/friends-of-national-youth-band

Life Members of the BBANZ
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan BEM, JP, 
Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell ONZM, Beverley Kench, Ian Levien QSM, Stephen Leader, 
Tony Lewis MNZM, Bill Platt, Evan Sayer, Dianne Smeehuyzen JP, Rodney Sutton MBE 
JP, Murray Warrington

Life Members who have served BBANZ
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, W Currie, Graham 
Dick, J Drew, RJ Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin, EJ Gohns, T Goodall, Drummer 
Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall, JC King, WS King, 
GB Knowles, WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, H Nielson, E Ormrod (sen), JG 
Osborne, E Palliser, J Rafferty, WV Siddall, R Simpson, P Skoglund, KGL Smith MBE, 
T Taylor OSM, L Thorne, FJ Turner, RS Waterston.

mailto:cmullane@druid.co.nz
mailto:deniseandian@xtra.co.nz
http://www.brassbanz.org/friends-of-national-youth-band
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BBANZ – Directory
Postal: PO Box 35288, Shirley, Christchurch 8640 
Website: www.brassbanz.org

Executive Officer 
Helen Lee 
bbanzeo@gmail.com
W: 03 960 8829 M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity cc 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President
John Sullivan, Auckland 
john@brassbanz.org.nz
M: 021 736 832 
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland

Vice-President
Grant Langdon, Auckland 
grant@brassbanz.org.nz M: 022 089 1162

Stephen Clayton, Whakatane 
stephen@ohagans.net.nz M: 021 196 3238

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim 
brian.nicholas.nz@gmail.com M: 027 220 1711

Emily Richards, Wellington 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Lachlan Spence, Wellington and Whakatane 
lachlan.spence2000@gmail.com M: 027 9145 061

Director of Education 
David Bremner, Wellington 
david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920

Treasurer 
Murray Warrington, Napier 
murray@brassbanz.org.nz
H: 06 844 1120 
M: 021 860 128 
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Band of New Zealand
Band Manager: Garth Coffey, Wellington 
nznationalband@gmail.com

National Youth Brass Band 
Musical Director: Alan Spence, Whakatane  
Manager: Emily Richards 
nybb2020@gmail.com
M: 027 723 3740

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band 
Musical Director: Andrew Snell, Christchurch 
Manager: Jo Doyle 
nssbb2020@gmail.com
027 454 9632

2020 National Contest in Christchurch 8 to 12 July
Contact person: Stephen Leader
leader14@slingshot.co.nz

2021 National Contest in Wellington 14 to 18 July
Contact person: Mike Sander 
mtsander007@gmail.com

Celebrating 50 
years
An open invitation is extended 
to all who have been part of 
our band family (City of Porirua 
Brass and Metro Ford Porirua 
City Brass) over the past 50 
years, whether players or 
supporters, to help us celebrate 
this milestone.

When: 2, 3 and 4 October 2020 
Where: Louis Fox Bandroom, 
Porirua

A weekend of reminiscing, 
music making and socialising 
is in the planning stages and 
your early expression of interest 
is advised by contacting the 
celebration committee at: 
tpcb50celebrationsecretary@
gmail.com

The National 
Band – apply now
BBANZ is seeking players for 
the next National Band of 
New Zealand. Applications are 
open to brass and percussion 
players registered with a BBANZ 
affiliated band. Successful 
applicants will be required to 
commit to the National Band 
for the next two years. Initial 
planning is underway to perform 
in several cities within New 
Zealand in 2020.

To apply email the BBANZ Office 
bbanzeo@gmail.com to request 
an application form and the 
audition requirements which will 
include a set excerpt chosen by 
the Musical Director, Mr David 
Bremner.

The final date for auditions to 
be received is Friday 14 February 
2020.

Auckland City Brass

Santa's little helpers 
- North Shore Brass Academy 
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Bugle Calling
This morning I received a call from a banding friend who recognised 
a family forebear in a photo (circa 1910) printed in the book Good-
Bye Maoriland. He had forgotten he had recommended the book 
to me some weeks ago. So it was not through reading my Bugle 
Call article in last month’s Mouthpiece he made the discovery. I had 
discovered the book through him.

Naturally, our conversation covered quite a bit of brass band history 
and heritage, on which my friend Allan is well qualified to speak, for 
his experiences go back pre-World War II when he was a member of 
the Ponsonby Boys’ Band.

Allan, like me, is a former military musician as is his older brother 
who celebrated his 100th birthday last year. (Perhaps there is 
something about wind instruments conducive to longevity?) Our 
talking reminded me of one occasion when I was asked to play the 
bugle for an old soldier’s 100th birthday celebration not so long ago. I 
checked my bugle diary.

The event was on Sunday 11 February 2018 and the birthday man 
was WWII veteran Ray Blows. The location was at the Papakura RSA 
where family and the Club had combined to organise the function. 
The Club has excellent facilities for such an event, but that still left 
me with a problem posed by the nature of the request. I had been 
asked to play the bugle because it has a military pedigree and is well 
over 100 years old. And whilst I was there I may as well play “Happy 
Birthday” at the cake cutting. Do I need to explain my difficulty? My 
bugle was being asked to provide notes it did not possess.

The simple solution would have been to do the gig on a trumpet 
or cornet, but that would ignore the heritage request to play 
the bugle. There was also the small matter of repertoire as Last 
Post and Rouse are hardly appropriate for a birthday party – least of 
all for a very elderly veteran at that!

Solution. Take the bugle and a 
trumpet. In fact, old bugle and new 
trumpet, one of those “P” things. For 
the first time in my life, I was about 
to play a plastic trumpet in public. 
It was a red one too. As the sliding 
doors were opened to admit guests 
into the dining room, I played the 
Mess Call (Come to the cookhouse 
door boys) on the bugle. There 
was a certain novelty in that which 
was appreciated. Later on in the 
programme, as Ray cut his birthday 
cake, red trumpet came to the fore to 
lead Happy Birthday singing. Mission accomplished.

I spoke with the guest of honour and took pleasure in explaining that 
the bugle was WWI vintage, played in Trentham Camp 1917/18. It was 
possibly the only object in the room older than him. The “P” trumpet, 
on the other hand, was possibly the youngest object present.

To my surprise, Ray told me his father had been a Trentham Camp 
bugler during the war. He could have blown me away. The decision 
to include the bugle rather than take the easier trumpet option had 
turned out to be most appropriate after all.

More about this particular instrument in my next column. In the 
meantime, ponder your worth as musicians and the contribution 
you make to our history, heritage and community. You are part of a 
tradition that goes back over 160 years in New Zealand.

Footnote: I wonder if Ray’s father perhaps knew the bugle’s original 
owner? We shall never know.

Ian Levien
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Next-Gen
In this issue, we interview 16-year-old 
tenor horn player Hazel Wilson from 
Christchurch.

What was your first introduction to a brass 
band?

My parents took me and my sister, Abby, 
to the Woolston Academy Kidsfest concert 
and I thought it looked like a lot of fun 
and went from there.

What groups do you play for?

Woolston Concert Brass

Does musical ability run in your family?

My parents Kate and Tony picked up an 
instrument at the same time as my sister 
and me. My cousins used to play for 
Fodens and Leyland bands and started 
long before us.

To date, what have been some of your 
musical highlights?

Being in the secondary schools and youth 
bands, they’re always so much fun and 
are a great experience.

What have you gotten from being in the 
Secondary Schools’ and Youth Band?

The opportunity to play alongside other 
people who I’m not used to playing 
with. Every time I go to a youth band or 
secondary schools band, I come away 
with so many good memories and lots of 
great advice picked up from tutors and 
other members of the band.

Who or what has been your greatest 
inspiration?

Probably the horn section of the 2017 
Secondary Schools’ band. Before then, I 
never used to practise much, and when I 
got there, everyone was so good, and it 
motivated me to start practising.

What’s the best thing about being in a 
brass band? 

The community. I’ve met so many 
amazing people and made heaps of 
friends that I wouldn’t have if I wasn’t in a 
brass band.

Is there anyone you would like to thank 
for helping you with your achievements 
thus far?

Definitely my parents for getting me into 
it and always staying supportive. Also, my 
current teacher Tyme Marsters for always 
working me hard and giving me direction 
to improve my playing.

Quickfire questions.

What type of music do you listen to 
most? Different types of rock and reggae.

Favourite food? Thai

Favourite place? Wellington

Favourite film? Miss Peregrine’s Home For 
Peculiar Children

Favourite instrument? Trombone

Favourite piece of music? Inspirations by 
Jan de Haan

What do you dislike most? Balloons

And most importantly, what make of 
instrument do you play? Besson Prestige

50 years of making music
Porirua City’s brass band, Trust Porirua City 
Brass, recently celebrated its 50th year in 
fine style.

The band was founded in 1970 by Louis Fox, 
then head of music at Mana College. Five 
of the founding members of the band were 
among those who attended the weekend of 
celebrations including Geoff Warren, Rodger 
Fox, David Baillie, Mel Smith and Bill Platt. 
Two of those founding members, Geoff 
Warren and Bill Platt, are still playing in the 
band.

The celebrations started with a meet-and-
greet on Friday evening. On Saturday night, 
a celebration dinner was attended by ninety 
past and present members and supporters. 

During dinner, BBANZ Long Service awards 
were presented to Karen Dyer and Geoff 
Warren for 40 and 50 years’ service 
respectively. Trust Porirua City Brass Life 
Membership awards were also bestowed on 
Sandra Jones, John Jones and Karen Dyer.

To conclude the weekend, the band 
directed by Clynton Payne performed in 
fine style at the new auditorium at Aotea 
College, Te Manawa. The concert featured 
renowned jazz trombonist Rodger Fox 
performing Stardust, along with solos 
from band leader Nicholas Garrett and 
horn player Marty Laagland. The concert 
programme also included music from the 
Fox era and the band’s winning test piece 

from the 2004 National Contest Variations on 
Laudate Dominum. The concert was superbly 
compered by former player Owen Melhuish 
who rekindled many memories from the 
past.

The Lawton Family, who were represented 
at the reunion by Life Members Graham and 
Margaret and son Steve, presented a trophy 
to recognise excellence in solo performance. 
Nicholas Garrett, the band’s principal 
cornet player and bandmaster, was the first 
recipient.

Lots of photographs and sharing of stories 
made for a fabulous weekend which was 
enjoyed by all who attended.

Margaret and Graham Lawton 
with Nick Garrett.
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Auckland Youth Contest
Sunday 18 October saw the running of the 
Auckland Bands Association Youth Band 
Contest. Delayed for obvious reasons – and 
then with the Open Section cancelled - the 
ABA was determined to ensure that the 
youth of Auckland’s brass band scene had 
a chance to perform this year. Three bands 
participated in the event, held at King’s 
School Memorial Theatre in front of a crowd 
of 100 or so keen supporters and Adjudicator, 
Mr Vaughan McDonald.

Judging by the quality and consistency of all 
three performances, one would never have 
known that rehearsal time had been hugely 
restricted. A wide variety of music was 
performed, with the featured soloists from 
each performance playing very well.

A highlight was the performance by the 

Auckland Seventh Day Adventist School 
brass band of Stephen Pansford’s Let 
There Be Light. This was an accomplished 
performance of a challenging work in what 
was the band’s first performance at an ABA 
Contest. They had a full complement of 
players covering all instruments and were 
impressive both visually and musically.

Our thanks go to Kathy McDonald for her 
typically impressive management skills 
and to Vaughan, not only for his musical 
expertise but for giving up three hours of 
watching Bathurst!

Special Awards for this concert and the ABA 
solo event held in August were presented.

Best soloist Youth band contest: Makeleta 
Tuipulotu, Takapuna Youth Brass

Best compere Youth band contest: Gabriel 
Paiti, Auckland Seventh Day Adventist School 
Brass Band

Sullivan Cup, awarded to the solo competitor 
under the age of 16 with the highest points: 
Makeleta Tuipulotu, North Shore Brass 
Academy

Conductors Cup, awarded to the band with 
the highest aggregate winners’ scores at the 
solo contest: North Shore Brass Academy

Jack McDonnell Memorial Cup, awarded for 
outstanding contribution to the youth of 
Auckland Bands Association: Josh Rogan, 
Auckland City Brass Youth Band

Mark Close 
President - Auckland Bands Association

AGM Preview
On Saturday 14 November every BBANZ 
affiliated band, District Association and Life 
Member has the opportunity to have a say 
on the future of our movement, which is the 
purpose of our AGM. If all those eligible to 
attend our AGM did indeed turn up, there 
would be 78 representatives at the meeting. 
But the reality is that often half this number 
attends.

The weekend starts on Friday evening when 
representatives from District Associations 
and the National Management Committee 
meet for a roundtable discussion. The 
focus of the meeting is Strategic Planning 
– looking at the future direction of our 
movement.

The AGM itself gets underway on Saturday 
morning. Most of the standard business is 
completed very quickly, and we usually think 
we’ll be done by lunchtime. But then we get 
to the remits. There are nine remits up for 
debate this year, all bar one of them coming 
from our member bands. What an excellent 
example of democracy in action. Some are 
“housekeeping” remits to keep our rules 
up with current practice; others, if passed, 
will have a significant effect on our contest. 
So how do your band members feel about 
having more New Zealand compositions 
prescribed as test music? Or should we 
replace the current formula for regrading 
bands? Should soloists be allowed to start in 
more than one solo at the national contest?

Usually, the AGM will conclude with an open 
forum. This year, a discussion document 
has been circulated to promote debate 
on possible changes to the structure of 
BBANZ and its rules. Each discussion point 
is presented in the format of a draft remit. 
Following the discussion, and if it is the will 
of the delegates at the meeting, a formal 
remit will be presented at a future AGM. 
The two draft remits relate to Centralising 
the National Contest and Membership of the 
Association.

We look forward to hearing from you or your 
representative on 14 November.

Helen Lee – Executive Officer

Band Music Public Appeal Aggregate

Auckland Seventh Day Adventist School Brass Band, Musical Director: Hamilton Lea 40 41 81

Takapuna Youth Brass, Musical Director: Mark Close 39 39 78

Auckland City Brass Youth Band, Musical Director: Josh Rogan 38 38 76

Auckland Seventh Day Adventist School Brass Band
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BBANZ – Directory
Postal: 159 Gayhurst Road, 
Dallington, Christchurch 8061 
Website: www.brassbanz.org.nz

Executive Officer 
Helen Lee 
bbanzeo@gmail.com M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity CC 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President
John Sullivan, Auckland 
john@brassbanz.org.nz
M: 021 736 832 
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland

Vice-President
Grant Langdon, Auckland 
grant@brassbanz.org.nz M: 022 089 1162

Stephen Clayton, Whakatane 
stephen@ohagans.net.nz M: 021 196 3238

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim 
brian.nicholas.nz@gmail.com M: 027 220 1711

Emily Richards, Wellington 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Lachlan Spence, Wellington and Whakatane 
lachlan.spence2000@gmail.com M: 027 9145 061

Director of Education 
David Bremner, Wellington 
david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920

Treasurer 
Murray Warrington, Napier 
murray@brassbanz.org.nz
H: 06 844 1120 
M: 021 860 128 
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Band of New Zealand 
Musical Director David Bremner 
Band Manager: Garth Coffey, Wellington 
nznationalband@gmail.com

National Youth Brass Band 
Musical Director: Alan Spence, Whakatane  
Manager: Emily Richards 
nybb2021@gmail.com
M: 021 607 483

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band 
Musical Director: Andrew Snell, Christchurch 
Manager: Jo Doyle 
nssbb2020@gmail.com
M: 027 454 9632

2021 National Contest in Christchurch 14 to 18 July 
Contact person: Helen Lee, Contest Manager, 
bbanzeo@gmail.com 

2022 National Contest in Wellington 13 to 17 July
Contact person: Mike Sander 
mtsander007@gmail.com

Annual General Meeting
The 88th Annual General Meeting of the Brass Band Association of New 
Zealand will be held in Wellington on Saturday 14 November at the West 
Plaza Hotel, 110 Wakefield Street, Te Aro. 

Registration from 8.30am with the AGM running from 9.30am to 
approximately 4.00pm. 

A meeting of representatives of the District Associations with the BBANZ 
management committee will take place on Friday 13 November from 
7.00pm also at the West Plaza Hotel.

Musical Director 
Applications are invited from experienced and enthusiastic musicians to 
lead the continued development of Marlborough District Brass Band.

The Band has good local support and a strong membership fed from our 
association with local schools, and our own junior band, First Class Brass.

The successful candidate will be involved in preparing and presenting the 
Band to annual Provincial and National Contests, and local performances 
throughout the year, as well as some individual tuition. We offer a 
generous remuneration based on around 500 hours annually.

Candidates should have appropriate musical experience, good leadership 
skills, and a passion for the continued development of our band. 

Interested persons should contact our Band Chairman, Brian Nicholas, 
phone 027 220 1711, or email chair@marlboroughbrass.nz

Tertiary Scholarships
Kaikorai Metropolitan Brass invites applications from brass and percussion 
players either beginning or continuing tertiary study in Dunedin in 2021 to 
join the band through its new scholarship programme. We are a friendly B 
Grade band located next to the University of Otago campus.

Four scholarships of $500 plus a subscription fee waiver, will be awarded 
each year. Successful applicants are expected to be a committed playing 
member of the band for the duration of 2021.

To apply, please email kaikmetrobrass@gmail.com outlining your brass 
band or other musical experience and study intentions and attach a letter 
of recommendation from a musical director or tutor.

Applications close 22 January 2021.

http://www.brassbanz.org
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:john@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:grant@brassbanz.org.nz
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The National Band of New Zealand 
converged on Hamilton in preparation for 
their only concert event of the year on 
Sunday 1 November. The band worked hard 
under the baton of Musical Director David 
Bremner through to Saturday afternoon, 
rehearsing the extensive repertoire for the 
concert and getting in some much-needed 
dancing lessons! It was not an easy ask 
for the band to put such a demanding 
programme together in a day and a half, but 
fantastic preparation by all members and a 
room full of positive attitudes saw the band 
hitting its straps.

 After rehearsal on Saturday afternoon, the 
band held an open workshop for any brass 
and percussion players in the Waikato region 
to listen and ask questions of the principal 
players of the band. The workshop, attended 
by an attentive audience and streamed live, 
allowed each player and musical director to 
speak openly about technique, performance/
anxiety issues and tips on getting the 
best out of individual practise and band 
rehearsal time. The players shared a wealth 
of information, and many even admitted 
they too learnt from listening to everyone’s 
shared advice and experiences. The band 
intends to continue to provide these 
workshops at the various locations they will 
perform in around the country over the next 
few years (more on that to come). A special 
thanks to Malcolm Barr for his assistance 
with hosting the workshop.

Sunday morning’s sound-check also provided 
the opportunity for management of the band 
to present a Maori Toki (adze) pendant to 
acknowledge the youngest playing member 
of the band. In this year’s band that honour 
fell to Clarke Spence who beat his ‘older’ 
twin brother Lachlan by a matter of minutes. 

The Toki is now a Taonga of the band. It will 
be passed on to the youngest player to wear 
at every National Band event.

Sunday afternoon saw an eager audience 
gather at the Gallagher Academy of 
Performing Arts theatre to hear the band 
play its only concert of 2020. The concert 
started and ended with two classics, namely 
Dvorak’s Carnival Overture (arranged by 
Geoffrey Brand) through to Saint Saens’ 
Finale from Symphony No 3 (arranged by 
Frank Renton). Between these iconic musical 
bookends were solos expertly performed 
by Mike Ford on tenor horn, euphonium Dr 
Steve Miles and international Besson cornet 
artist Harmen Vanhoorne.

The band excelled in demonstrating its 
musical dexterity through the many and 
varied technical pieces performed. Also, its 
sensitivity and stylistic playing was shown 
with the two reflective pieces, And My Soul 
Overflow, arranged by the late David Chaulk 
and Hope written by Stijn Aertgeerts.

A special mention to Jack Bewley for writing 
Parade especially for the band. Jack was 
present at the concert to hear the world 
premiere of Parade and take the adoring 
applause for his fine work.

Thanks to the band’s chief sponsor Besson 
for their continued support and to the 
businesses and grant bodies that assisted 
in ensuring the weekend was such a 
success. Thanks also to Marilyn Edgecombe 
for publicising the concert and all in 
Hamilton City Brass for feeding the band 
throughout the weekend. Final thanks and 
acknowledgement to Michael Robertson 
who was called in as a late replacement for 
2nd Baritone Andrew Leech due to a medical 
event. The band is very grateful to Radio 

New Zealand for recording the entire concert 
for RNZ Concert. Stay tuned for details of the 
broadcast date.

The band now begins its plans for further 
concerts throughout the country next 
year. Please come along to hear this fine 
ensemble of musicians when they come 
to a location close to you. You will not be 
disappointed.

Garth Coffey, Band Manager 
National Band of New Zealand

Inside this 
Cracker Issue:
•	Upper Hutt Band celebrates
•	NZ Army Band concert 

review
•	NYBB and NSSBB updates
•	Next-Gen Leighton Ginever
Thank you to all those who have 
contributed articles and photographs 
to The Mouthpiece throughout the 
year. Your input ensures we have a 
vibrant and interesting magazine 
worth reading. A big vote of thanks 
to Rhys McDonnell, JP Musical 
Instruments and Brass Direct for 
sponsoring The Mouthpiece. Thank 
you also to our regular advertisers: 
Dr Toot, Music Works and ABI Music. 
Without the support of these music 
industry businesses, we could not 
continue to produce The Mouthpiece.
Wishing you all a safe and happy 
holiday.
Happy banding!

2020 National Band

http://www.musicways.co.nz
mailto:info@musicways.co.nz
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Awesome Oamaru
An evening of recognition and celebration was held in 
October as the Oamaru Garrison Band awarded Brass 
Band Association of New Zealand Long Service Awards 
to 13 of its 17 members. This included two sets of 
father and son, John and Grant Campbell and Andrew 
and Colin Hayes.

The Oamaru Garrison Band has a long and proud 
history as one of the oldest civic organisations in 
Oamaru and it is noted with pride that most of the 
recipients of the BBANZ Long Service Awards have 
served their years with the Oamaru Garrison Band.

NYBB Countdown
The 2021 National Youth Brass Band 
course is rapidly approaching!

We are pleased to announce that 
the title of our concert programme 
this year is ‘Ka mua, ka muri: 
Walking backwards into the future’. 
Dale Vail is, unfortunately, unable to 
be our soloist this year due to the 
ongoing COVID-19 situation. Still, we 
are delighted to let you know that 
he is writing a new commission for 
the band called Ka mua, ka muri to 
reflect the theme of the concert. We 
hope to welcome Dale as our guest 
soloist for the 2022 NYBB.

Our very talented Assistant MD, 
Tyme Marsters, will be performing 
several solos with the band on 
cornet, trumpet and flugel, and 
Lachlan Spence will also be playing 
a horn solo. We are also fortunate 
that Andrew Yorkstone has agreed 
to step in as the trombone tutor.

Concerts are confirmed for the 
Gallagher Academy of Performing 
Arts in Hamilton at 7.00pm on 
Thursday 21 January, the Little 
Theatre in Whakatane at 7.00pm 
on Friday 22 January, and Birkdale 
Intermediate School on the North 
Shore at 4.00pm on Saturday 23 

January. The band will also be doing 
an outdoor performance at Hamilton 
Gardens at lunchtime on Wednesday 
20 January; this performance will 
feature the whole band, including 
the development players.

The band would like to thank the 
following local bands who are 
supporting the tour with percussion, 
gear, accommodation in Whakatane, 
and help with advertising plus all-
around good advice:

Marilyn Edgecombe and Hamilton 
City Brass 
Pam Yardley and Eastern Bay of 
Plenty Brass 
Owen Melhuish and John Sullivan, 
North Shore Brass 
Grant and Lynne Langdon and 
Waitakere Auckland Brass

Also a huge thank you to Major 
Graham Hickman and the New 
Zealand Army Band for their fantastic 
support. None of this would be 
possible without all of you.

Best wishes on behalf of the band 
for a safe and happy holiday season. 
We hope to see as many of you as 
possible at our concerts!

Emily Richards - Band Manager

Back L-R: Colin Hayes, Andrew Hayes, Wes Hamilton, 
Grant Campbell, John Campbell, Rick Gilchrist.

Front L-R: Neville Cowles, Ray Walker, Chris Rusbatch, 
Nelson O'Brien, John Sturgeon, Robert Caird.

http://abi.co.nz
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Goodbye 2020
Well, it has certainly 
been a very different 
year for all of us. 
Summer holidays and 
Christmas are almost 
upon us and no doubt 
most bands are trying to 
establish some normality 
preparing for Christmas 

concerts and in many cases Christmas 
carolling. For many bands, carolling is one of 
the primary fundraising projects for the year, 
so fingers crossed our world will allow us to 
be in front of the public through December. 
Carolling is something very unique that 
brass bands offer, and this year we have an 
opportunity to bring the joy of live music 
back into our local communities.

Although many activities have not been 
possible in 2020, the final quarter has 
seen three key events take place. The 
successful National Secondary Schools’ 
Brass Band camps were a real highlight 
for me, and I am incredibly excited about 
the development plans for 2021. It was 
also great to see a number of the NSSBB 
players I met at camp at the National 
Band’s Hamilton concert. It is great to have 
our premier representative band back 
performing to appreciative New Zealand 
audiences, and plans are well underway 
to see the National Band in front of more 
of the country through 2021. We are only 
a handful of weeks away from the 2021 
National Youth Band training course and 
concert tour. Despite all the barriers put 

in front of us, all three of our national 
representative bands managed to assemble 
and perform during 2020. We even 
managed to squeeze in an Annual General 
Meeting, where I found it surprisingly 
rewarding to simply be able to catch up 
with many banding friends and colleagues 
face-to-face.

My second year in the hot seat is coming 
to a close, and although it has not entirely 
gone as planned there is still a lot we can 
be proud of and look forward to in the 
next 12 months – perhaps even a National 
Contest!

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank every player, administrator, supporter 
and volunteer for the work you do to help 
our movement survive and prosper. We all 
have considerable demands on our time, so 
I am very grateful that you choose to give 
some of this precious commodity to brass 
banding.

From my family to yours I wish you a Merry 
Christmas and safe, relaxing summer. I look 
forward to catching up with all – in person – 
in what we hope will be a happier 2021.

Yours in banding,

John Sullivan – President 
Brass Band Association of New Zealand

Friends of the National Youth 
Brass Band:
Peter and Kylie Adams, BJ Aldridge 
(in perpetuity) E Aldridge (in 
perpetuity), J Aldridge, Auckland 
Bands Association, Canterbury 
Provincial Brass Band Association, 
Stephen and Claire Clayton, 
D and M Dawson, JW Edmondston, 
JB and NC Hollick, I Levien, AG Lewis, 
JR McGough, O Melhuish, D Miller, 
G and C Moseley, NZ Army Band, 
B and M Platt, E Sayer, M Smith, 
J and R Sullivan, The Estate of Joan 
Norma Morris.
If you would like to support the 
activities of the National Youth Brass 
Band please contact the Executive 
Officer.
Life Members of the BBANZ 
Graeme Aldridge MNZM, 
Trevor Bremner MNZM, Tony Cowan 
BEM, JP, Trevor Cudby, Kevin Dell 
ONZM, Beverley Kench, Ian Levien 
QSM, Stephen Leader, Tony Lewis 
MNZM, Bill Platt, Evan Sayer, 
Dianne Smeehuyzen MNZM JP, 
Rodney Sutton MBE JP, 
Murray Warrington.
Life Members who have served 
BBANZ
JF Allen, GH Bailey, RE Belgrave, 
A Brieseman OBE JP, RM Brooker, 
W Currie, Graham Dick, J Drew, RJ 
Estall, HCA Fox, WL Francis, NG Goffin 
QSO , EJ Gohns, T Goodall, Drummer 
Hall, ER Holden, RB Hean, A Homer, 
KL Jarrett MBE, Mrs C Kendall, JC King, 
WS King, GB Knowles, 
WP MacLauchlin, Riki McDonnell QSM, 
H Nielson, E Ormrod (sen), JG Osborne, 
E Palliser, J Rafferty, WV Siddall, 
R Simpson, P Skoglund, KGL Smith 
MBE, T Taylor OSM, LE Thorne QSM, 
FJ Turner, RS Waterston.The Joy of Performing

Hi all, we are inching closer to the end of 
2020 - a year that many people are very keen 
to see the end of! For me, becoming a father 
made it the most special year I have had, and 
that made me think about how we can all see 
something from a different perspective.

As performers, we all approach music 
differently depending on our experiences and 
how we feel about performing. For me, I had 
years of putting expectations on myself and 
trying to meet those, which wasn’t possible. 
I realised that to truly enjoy performing, you 
need to have high expectations of practise 
and discipline, and then a pure enjoyment 
approach to performing. Some of the roughest 
performances I have played have been the 
most enjoyable. Setting the bar high when it 
comes to practise is something we can always 
improve on, pushing ourselves to new levels is 
exhilarating and satisfying. But when it comes 
to performance, you need to release those 
expectations and the pressure valve that has 
built up. Walk on stage and hold your head up 

and enjoy every note you make, that’s the good 
stuff! If you make a mistake, smile, the sun will 
still come up tomorrow, and life will go on.

Changing our perspective on performing 
can change our outlook on music. It can 
turn something you are stressed about into 
something that brings you joy. Performing 
music is a privilege, something we should be 
chomping at the bit to get onto that stage and 
do.

Have a good break over summer, and then get 
stuck into 2021, working on every aspect of 
your playing, and start to look forward to your 
next performance. For bands looking to plan for 
next year and wanting a workshop, online or 
in-person, by the Director of Education, please 
contact the Band Office bbanzeo@gmail.com

Stay safe and well over the summer holidays, 
and I look forward to seeing you next year at 
more contests and live performances!

David Bremner, Director of Education

National Secondary 
Schools’ Brass Band 
– Manager
Applications are called for from 
suitably experienced managers who 
have the willingness, drive, ability and 
patience to work with our outstanding 
young musicians during their annual 
training course and concerts to be 
held during the school holidays in 
October 2021 and 2022. A new and 
extended format for the NSSBB course 
is currently under way and we want 
you to be part of shaping the future of 
this programme.

To apply please send a current 
CV outlining your management 
experience along with a covering 
letter to the Executive Officer 
bbanzeo@gmail.com before Friday 5 
February 2021.

mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
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16 October at the Ashburton Trust Events 
Centre 
Concert review by Gavin Marriott

The New Zealand Army Band, fresh from 
lockdown performances from their homes, 
have started a series of concerts in their own 
heartland. So they will be near you soon.

What makes military band enthusiasts like 
myself so keen is the fact each military band 
in the world (or even within a nation) has 
different instrumentation, music, uniforms 
and style. How boring it would be if all 
military bands were the same. After 56 
years, the New Zealand Army Band has 
come of age with its distinctive style, both in 
marching displays and on stage.

I went to their concert in Ashburton recently 
and heard a programme I did not expect; 
some superb musicianship plus a band 
relaxed and thoroughly enjoying themselves. 
Conductor for the evening was Bandmaster 
David Fiu who, like an energizer bunny, got 
the band and audience clapping and toe-
tapping.

A criticism I often make, particularly of 
local brass bands, is the poor repertoire 
choice, playing tunes the band wants 
to play but the audience doesn’t want 
to hear! Last night’s set list was not like 
that. It was very well chosen. The opening 
always needs to be grand and entering 
and playing on top of screened video shots 
was impressive and slick. That opening 
was their own arrangement of Disney’s The 
Incredibles theme, which showed a good 

blend of the rhythm section and solo brass 
with a good effect of muted and fading 
instruments. We were off to a great start.

The flugel horn always makes a pleasant 
mellow solo act, and Kevin Hickman did 
that to Dreams and Dances. This piece 
was written for Black Dyke Flugel star Zoe 
Hancock and showed off a slow, dreamy 
florid style before moving to a set of dances 
in quick 6/8 time.

Going down a treat with the audience was 
a Vera Lynn medley. Usually, we get the 
hackneyed Dover and Bluebirds choice. 
However, this medley was pleasantly The 
Nightingale and Wing and a Prayer choice, 
sung by Shannelee Etches who had no 
trouble emulating Dame Vera. What a timely 
tribute.

There always has to be a brass duet and 
who better to show off than two cornets in 
playing Peter Graham’s Quicksilver. Raynor 
Martin joined former Wanganui brass 
prodigy Kyle Lawson who has just returned 
to the band after being the principal of the 
Brighouse and Rastrick Brass Band. Well-
deserved applause.

Now and then an item comes out of left 
field, and the band’s guitarist Campbell 
McKellar doing an acoustic version of the 
Mason Williams hit Classical Gas, I thought 
quite risky. But he pulled it off amazingly 
with superb backing by the band. Keep that 
in your repertoire.

Former band member Dwayne Bloomfield 
created a New Zealand classic with Fernleaf 

Headstones. This piece was used for the 
2004 Armistice ‘Tomb of the Unknown 
Warrior’ slow march through the streets 
of Wellington. I wonder how many of the 
band last night remembered that mammoth 
march!

Next on the programme was Defying 
Gravity from the Broadway show ‘Wicked’ 
featuring vocalist Shannelee Etches with a 
good show of percussion. Well, “show” is the 
wrong word, as sadly the percussion section 
was hidden behind the Tubas.

The Salvation Army has been a massive 
influence on brass music, and it was nice 
to see the band honour that. That was 
most touching, and I encourage them to do 
that more. Thanks, David for the poignant 
introduction to the medley. So, the first half 
ended with the Salvation Army’s Fire In The 
Blood.

The second half, like this band’s CD ‘An 
Album Of Two Halves’, featured the big 
band in the traditional Glenn Miller line-up, 
with the saxophones replaced by horns. 
The arrangements gave none of that away. 
I will not make further comments (as I was 
boppin’ away too much) on this half, except 
it was very enjoyable and talking about the 
horns, your brilliance was not unnoticed 
by me. Joel Williams both on vocals and 
trumpet was a standout. It was nice to see a 
cornet player having a go at the timpani. As 
feedback on this concert circulates, I would 
say future ticket sales of this defence force 
band will go very well. I await the next one 
(soon).

New Zealand 
Army Band 
Live!
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Gig Guide  (Subject to Ministry of Health Alert Levels)

Saturday 5 December
Christmas @ Holy Trinity. North 
Shore Brass, North Shore Brass 
Academy Band and Cantare Choir 
from Westlake Girls’ High School 7.00 
pm, The Cathedral of Holy Trinity, 446 
Parnell Road, Parnell. Tickets: Adults 
$25/Unwaged $20 Book via www.
eventfinda.co.nz (A booking fee may 
apply) Door sales available with 
EFTPOS.

Thursday 17 December
Brass in Class workshop, presented 
by Harmen Vanhoorne at North Shore 
band room. 
Register now via email to Peter 
Whyte aucklandbandsassociation@gmail.
com

Sunday 17 to Sunday 24 January 
2021
2021 National Youth Brass Band 
training course and concert tour.

Thursday 21 January
National Youth Brass Band presents 
Ka mua, ka muri, 7.00pm at Gallagher 
Performing Arts Centre, Hamilton. 
Tickets available at the door and on 
Eventfinda: $20/$15, children under 
12 free.

Friday 22 January
National Youth Brass Band presents 
Ka mua, ka muri, 7.00pm at Little 
Theatre, Whakatane. Tickets available 
at the door and on Eventfinda: 
$20/$15, children under 12 free.

Saturday 23 January
National Youth Brass Band presents 
Ka mua, ka muri, 4.00pm at Birkdale 
Intermediate School, North Shore, 
Auckland. Tickets available at the 
door and on Eventfinda: $20/$15, 
children under 12 free. 

Sunday 21 March
Riverside Brass a summertime 
concert featuring the brass bands of 
Canterbury, from 11.00am opposite 
the Riverside Markets, Christchurch 
city.

Saturday 27 March
Waimataitai School Brass Band 
concert, Timaru. All former players are 
welcome. Contact Sarah Bowden 
waiband75@gmail.com

For more events and news, visit our 
Facebook pages.

https://www.facebook.com/brassbanz/ 

https://www.facebook.com/nznybb/ 

https://www.facebook.com/nssbbnz/ 

https://www.facebook.com/

nationalbandnz/

Some thoughts for the future
The recent lockdown period has provided an 
opportunity to reflect on an article I wrote 
in 2010. The article can still be found on 
the internet and is called “The state of New 
Zealand banding”.

Initially, I thought of undertaking an update 
on the article, but the purpose of this piece 
is to offer an alternative vision for the future 
of the national contest in this country.

 Over the years, we have seen a gradual 
decline in the number of bands in New 
Zealand both in existence and actively 
contesting. The recent national contest was 
cancelled, apart from virus-related reasons, 
because only seventeen bands indicated 
they would attend. I think that in the near 
future this number of bands may become 
the norm.

Whenever discussion about the health of 
banding in general is raised, there seems 
an unwillingness to openly debate the 
future. Glib and unsubstantiated statements 
are made about “seeing the positive” and 
“banding is in great heart”. The reality is far 
different.

A large number of bands struggle to exist 
for the majority of the year. Our open 
registration rules allow bands to fill seats 
for the national contest, often at great cost, 
and at least for one week of the year things 
seem rosy. These are issues that require 
serious consideration, but the province 

of this article is to critically appraise the 
national contest and how we operate this 
event.

I am always reminded of the fact that in 
the early seventies, the Swiss controlled 
over ninety percent of the world watch 
trade. They refused to consider change 
and now are only a minor player in this 
industry. We need to be aware that the 
New Zealand Brass Band Championships of 
2030 may cater for fifteen bands. The 2040 
championships may not exist.

This is my view of what might need to 
be in place to ensure the national contest 
flourishes in the future. It is one viewpoint, 
and I will be pleased if others share their 
views even if they differ from my own. I 
should also say that my model would require 
the contest to be held in the major centres 
with associated major airports.

We spend two days on solo and party 
events. Entries in both events are falling. 
There are a number of contributing reasons, 
including unsuitable music selections but 
surely we can compress the two days into 
one. Australia manages to run all their 
solos on one day including concert band 
instruments. Alternatively, should we hold 
these events at a separate time of the 
year, perhaps in a centralised venue? The 
entries are now a fraction of what they used 
to be. The answer may lie with a radical 
reorganisation perhaps using the British 

model – preliminary rounds followed by a 
finals round. These are debates that need to 
be undertaken. I would retain the Invitation 
Slow Melody along the lines of the event 
held at North Shore in 2011, and this could 
occur on Thursday evening.

For the sake of incremental change, let’s 
assume we hold all solo and party events on 
the Friday. Bands can fly in Thursday night or 
Friday morning which saves accommodation 
costs. The Champion of Champion events 
would occur Friday evening. Obviously, if 
the solos were moved to another time of 
the year, this would change, and the contest 
would start with an Invitational Slow Melody 
on the Friday evening.

The Saturday would see bands in the A, B 
and C grades play the reflective item and 
test. The D Grade contest will also occur on 
this day. I have left the reflective item as it 
is currently, but it is a subject for debate. If 
judges are deliberately keeping the points 
close so as not to influence the aggregate, 
then either remove the event or further 
reduce the points available.

As to the Street March, I advocate the 
immediate removal of this event. The 
standard of marching is low and getting 
lower because the event is an anachronism 
in the modern world. Despite the efforts of 
a few drum majors, very few actually care 
about marching, and this is reflected in 
the standards on display. I do look forward 

http://www.eventfinda.co.nz
http://www.eventfinda.co.nz
mailto:aucklandbandsassociation@gmail.com
mailto:aucklandbandsassociation@gmail.com
mailto:waiband75@gmail.com
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TERTIARY 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Are you moving to Wellington in 2021 to further your academic studies? If so, 
and you are a brass or percussion player, we offer you an opportunity to also 
advance your musical skills in a focused and friendly banding environment.

Having recently celebrated 50 years of banding in the greater Wellington 
area, Trust Porirua City Brass is inviting students moving to Wellington and 
who share our passion for brass banding to join our ranks. In return, we can 
offer to selected players a scholarship of up to $1,000 plus a year’s waiver of 
the annual subscription. Players of all levels of ability are invited to apply.

All we ask in return is for successful applicants to commit to the band as 
a registered playing member for 2021 as we embark on our next 50 years 
of music-making. The band has an exciting programme of events planned 
for 2021 including our participation in the stage show “Brassed Off” and 
attendance at the Christchurch contest in July.

We also extend an invitation to other players nationwide whose educational 
or employment opportunities dictates them relocating to the Capital City to 
come and enjoy the friendly and progressive family team at Trust Porirua City 
Brass Inc.

Applications or for further enquiries, please call one of the band’s 
management team below or contact our secretary by email 
jj.sandy@xtra.co.nz by 31st January 2021.

Contacts: Clynton Payne (Musical Director) 027 2937175 
Nicholas Garrett (Band Leader and Deputy Conductor) 021 1945625 
Andrew Brown (Band Manager) 022 1036657

to the abuse I will receive from the pro-marching 
lobby. Let’s put a few myths to rest – no member 
of the general public watches the Street March and 
then decides to attend the band events. Additionally, 
removing the Street March doesn’t mean you can’t 
march in the local Anzac parade. The event is also not 
a good advertisement for what bands can actually 
produce.

The Sunday will be for the Own Choice event. There 
has been debate as to whether we need both an 
Own Choice and Test, but I strongly believe it should 
be retained in the current format as it allows bands 
to explore a broader range of repertoire and extend 
their skills.

Bands can travel home on the Sunday evening or late 
afternoon or at a time they wish.

This model retains the best of what we have but will 
significantly reduce accommodation costs with the 
possibility of only two nights required. Flights can be 
booked well in advance to maximise cheaper airfares.

Most bands rely heavily on “pokie” grants to do 
anything, and this is not a guaranteed source of 
income. It is also likely to be increasingly sought by 
community groups in the post-virus environment 
and become harder to obtain. By making the contest 
more affordable, it may help the long-term survival 
of such a prestigious and long-standing event.

As I said above, I will be pleased if this article leads 
to more options being proposed. We don’t have to 
agree on every aspect but open debate and trying to 
find solutions to our many challenges surely is a step 
in the right direction.

Kevin McMorran, Christchurch

http://drtoot.com
mailto:jj.sandy@xtra.co.nz
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NSSBB 2021
Following on from this 
year’s hugely successful 
new format for the National 
Secondary Schools’ Brass 
Band, which saw two 
camps take place in the 
September/October school 
holidays, the BBANZ 
Management Committee 
sent out a survey to the participants to gauge their 
feedback and start the planning process for 2021.

Over 60% of this year’s players completed the 
survey, with a good split across North and South 
Island, and between those who had played in the 
band before 2020 and those who played for the first 
time this year.

Every player who responded said that they would 
recommend the NSSBB to others, and all said that 
they would be applying again in 2021 (other than 
those who have reached the upper age limit, of 
course!)

Many players asked for the camps to be longer, 
aligning with anecdotal feedback from the tutors 
and players during the two camps that extra time 
would have been useful. Feedback on auditions was 
more mixed (there were no auditions required this 
year), with many feeling that a lack of auditions 
was good for encouraging new players, but others 
wanting auditions to assist with allocation of parts 
and that an auditioned band improves the overall 
quality.

Taking this into account the Management 
Committee, in consultation with Band Manager Jo 
Doyle, MD Andrew Snell and Director of Education 
David Bremner have decided to move forward in the 
planning of the 2021 NSSBB on the following basis:

There will continue to be two bands, although both 
bands will attend the same camp, at the same time 
in the 2021 October school holidays.

One of the two bands will be auditioned, the other 
will simply require applicants to be at a required 
minimum standard (approx. Grade 5)

If applicants wish to be considered for the 
auditioned band they will be required to record an 
audition and submit it with their application.

The camp is planned to be at least one day longer 
than this year.

There will be one team of tutors working with both 
bands.

The Management Committee will reappraise this 
structure following the 2021 camp and will consider 
an ongoing structure for the NSSBB after comparing 
the results from both years. The NSSBB is a vital 
component in the youth development strategy for 
brass banding in New Zealand and BBANZ strongly 
believes that the band’s role is primarily for the 
attraction, development and retention of young 
players. The large increase in uptake this year 
(from 42 players in 2019 to 85 in 2020) was hugely 
encouraging and it is hoped the revised plan for 
2021 will continue this vital development of our 
young players.

Celebrating 100 Years
The long-range weather forecast was 
grim, however in glorious sunshine, on 
the lawn in front of the band room on 
California Park, the Upper Hutt Brass 
Band’s opening ceremony was held over 
Labour weekend. Having been delayed 
due to COVID-19 outbreaks, the opening 
of the band rooms was combined with 
celebrating 100 years of service by the 
band.

Mr Matehaere Konia from the local iwi 
Ngati Porou delivered a Karakia on the 
physical building. His Worship the Mayor 
of Upper Hutt, Wayne Guppy, spoke, 
congratulating the band on both the 
securing and refurbishment of the facility 
into a respectable rehearsal space, 
and reaffirming the commitment and 
goodwill between the City and its brass 
band. The Mayor, together with the band 
president, Wayne Kedzlie, cut the ribbon 
and officially opened the new band 
rooms, and commenced a weekend of 
celebrations commemorating the one 
hundred years of service of the band in 
the Upper Hutt region.

The weekend of celebrations included 
several concerts, the highlight of which 
was the featuring of cornet and trumpet 
superstar Toby Pringle, who began his 
playing career in the Upper Hutt Brass 
Band. With the onset of COVID-19, he has 
recently returned to New Zealand from 
Amsterdam, where he was studying 
trumpet. The centenary celebrations 
concluded on Sunday evening with a 
formal dinner at the Upper Hutt Golf 
Club. Proceedings for the weekend 
were delightfully managed by Master 
of Ceremonies, and friend of the band, 
Councillor Paul Lambert.

Band president Wayne Kedzlie spoke 
of the future of the band while 
acknowledging what had been achieved 
musically and in service by band 
members in the last 100 years. Wayne 
mentioned the delight of having a 
new home on California Park and the 
warm relationship that the band has 
with the City Council. The band has 
received support from the community 
and organisations in providing resources 
and people-power in support of the 
hours and hours of contributions by 

members of the band themselves. 
Wayne reminded all assembled that the 
next 100 years is not in our hands, but 
in the hands of those coming through 
our development programmes, as we 
continue to pass on the gift of music as 
it was once given to us.

Past president of the band and the Brass 
Band Association of New Zealand, Evan 
Sayer, spoke of the history of the band – 
when his father was musical director of 
the band in 1953 and Evan too began to 
learn a brass instrument. What was clear 
then, as is clear now, is that banding is 
a family tradition and friendships made 
last a lifetime. Banding and music in 
general presents opportunities and 
challenges that are rarely found in other 
walks of life.

Evan recounted how the band began 
its official duties assuming the 
responsibility for Anzac parades in 1922 
and then began its contesting career 
in the Wairarapa in 1928. Evan recalled 
a story about how during the Great 
Depression the band was struggling in 
numbers, and so the Mayor wrote to the 
band exhorting it to up its game, and 
find a conductor capable of taking it to 
the next level – and so they did.

Upper Hutt Mayor Wayne Guppy with 
band president Wayne Kedzlie open the 
band's new home.
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Next-Gen
In this issue, we interview 17-year-old 
bass player Leighton Ginever from 
Morrinsville.

What was your first introduction to a 
brass band? I began learning to play the 
piano when I was eight years old. My 
introduction to brass was in Year 7 when 
I began trumpet lessons. My brass tutor 
introduced me to the local development 
band, Hamilton Brass Factory.

What groups do you play for? Hamilton 
Auxiliary Brass and the Morrinsville 
College Jazz Band.

Does musical ability run in your 
family? My dad had played the trumpet 
through his school years and then at 
home beyond that. My mum played the 
piano for fun. They didn’t play in any 
formal group. But now, the whole family 
is playing at Hamilton Auxiliary Brass.

We did some family research and 
discovered that one of my ancestors 
played in a UK Army Band back in the day. 
Another ancestor played in a colliery band 
in Wales and was known to play any brass 
instrument. My mum was researching our 
family tree and discovered that my great-
grandma grew up in the Salvation Army 
and my grandmother’s second cousin is 
Ron Fisher who was a member of the 
New Zealand National Band in 1965 and 
1970. I had no idea that our family had 
this brass band history, and it was exciting 
to learn.

To date, what have been some of your 
musical highlights? Earlier in the year 
hearing my composition Morrinsville 
March played by the North Island National 
Secondary Schools’ Band. This was a 
magical experience which has made me 
want to continue composing music.

In 2019, I played at the NZ National Junior 
solo on Eb Bass.

Our band, Hamilton Auxiliary Brass, also 
came second in the Nationals in the D 

Grade section. In 2018 the Auxiliary band 
won the D Grade in WAIBOP regionals.

Outstanding Bandsperson 2020 North 
Island Camp.

What have you gained from being in the 
Secondary Schools’ band? The experience 
of being chucked in the deep end, playing 
music I never thought I would be able to 
play. More importantly, the friendships 
gained from these sorts of events are said 
to last a lifetime (or so I hope). I have 
been in two NSSBB bands, and I hope to 
participate in more.

What sort of things would you 
like to happen to support young 
players? Community workshops like the 
WAIBOP youth workshops and more 
resources for young composers. I found 
quite a lot of free resources on orchestras, 
but there is hardly anything for budding 
brass band composers.

What’s the best thing about being in a 
brass band? Being able to play in the 
brass band with my family. The brass band 
community has become part of our family.

Is there anyone you would like to thank 
for helping you with your achievements 
thus far? My whole family and my piano 
teacher Edith Crispe who taught me how 
to read and understand music. My first 
brass tutors, Tracey Seifert and Oliver 
Barrett. My current brass teacher Clive 
Burnell. My music teacher at Morrinsville 
College, Tom Chapman-Smith (Chappy). 
My wonderful MD, Te Reo Hughes. There 
have been many people who have 
encouraged me along the way.

What do you hope to achieve in the 
future? I would like to study music 
composition at university and have one 
of my works performed at the national 
contest. I would also like to play in 
the National Youth Band. Career-wise I 
haven’t decided what I want to do yet. I 
am considering either something to do 
with music (performing, composing or 

teaching) or some form of engineering. 
Pretty much, something creative.

Quickfire questions.

What type of music do you listen to most? 
Brass band pieces, a bit of classical music 
(most likely from the Romantic period).

Other interests? Mountain biking, board 
games, miniature war-gaming (building 
miniature tanks from WW2 and blowing 
them up), and fishing.

Favourite food? Everything except Brussels 
sprouts, I’m not fussy.

Favourite place? Home

Favourite film? Star Wars and Murder on 
the Orient Express

Favourite instrument? Tuba and piano

Favourite piece of music? The brass 
chorale from Mahler’s Second Symphony. 
Anything I am listening to and the music 
I write.

And most importantly, what make of 
instrument do you play? Boosey and 
Hawkes Imperial built in the 1970s, I 
borrow it from the brass band.

Upper Hutt Brass continue the celebrations of its new band rooms. 

Celebration of Waimataitai 
School Brass Band 

We are looking for former members of the Waimataitai 
School Brass Band to perform in a concert on Saturday 27 
March 2021.

A social gathering will follow the concert, and we welcome 
everyone to join us.

Email Sarah Bowden to express your interest in playing and 
or attending a social gathering waiband75@gmail.com
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Bugle Calling
In my November Bugle Call, I mentioned the WW1 
“Harry Glover” bugle that I planned to talk about in 
this December issue. However, we decided to defer 
that topic because an interesting story has arrived 
from fellow BBANZ Life Member Rodney Sutton, so 
with his approval, it is printed below.

Rodney has been a musical high-achiever during 
his banding career. His achievements include Music 
Director of the National Band of New Zealand and 
many national titles as a euphonium soloist. Who 
would have thought his playing career began on a 
bugle! Read on.

 ‘Your articles in the recent Mouthpieces prompted 
me to mention that I have a booklet containing 
some 150 Trumpet, Bugle sounds and marches 
written for the British Army with words compiled by 
a British Bandmaster named as C.A. Atherley. The 
fourth-edition book dates back to March 1915 and, 
presumably, the very first edition must therefore 
date back to the early 1800s. The printers were Gale 
& Polden Ltd, No 2 Amen Corner, Paternoster Rowe, 
EC. Wellington Works, Aldershot: and Nelson House 
Portsmouth. I purchased the book in a London music 
shop in 1962 during the National Band tour of Britain 
and Holland, for 10/6.

‘The book’s purpose was to form a useful aid for 
trumpeters and buglers as well as their instructors. 
The book was also intended as an aid to soldiers 
in learning the calls, which on account of their 
numbers and similarity, were at times confusing. 
The difficulty was met by adapting words, some 
traditional while others not, but all clearly named 
or explaining each bugle field call, routine call, and 
bugle march.

‘Interesting to learn of Trevor Bremner’s early 
interest in the bugle. I also began my involvement 
before playing in brass bands by playing the 
bugle. Three bugle bands existed in Invercargill 
in 1940 however none of these exists today, the 
last disbanded in 1956. In 1946 I played with the 
Tweedsmuir Intermediate School Band, on bugle 
and drums. Then at the same time, I was a bugler 
with the Jellicoe Sea Scout Bugle Fyfe and Drum 
Band which consisted of some 15 players. Suffice 
to say neither my parents nor neighbours were 
impressed with the choice of instrument, and as a 
result I was relegated to the rear yard woodshed for 
practise.

‘Incidentally, there was another bugle band in our 
city at the same time as part of the Southland Boys’ 
High School. There were around six drummers and 
14 others who played both the bugle and cavalry 
trumpets, but of course not at the same time. Their 
brilliant navy blue uniforms, “slice” caps and powder 
blue cloaks made them a popular choice in looks if 
nothing else. In particular, they featured at many 
Anzac Day dawn services though the tuning wasn’t 
always the best.

‘Understandably the early morning cold air was 
against the team of buglers tuning for the Last Post 
and changing to the trumpets to play the cavalry’s 
traditional Reveille almost immediately following 
was always a fraught moment.’

Ian Levien

Note of Thanks
The Management Committee of the Brass Band 
Association sincerely thanks the individuals, 
businesses, trusts and organisations who have 
supported the activities of the Brass Band Association 
of New Zealand in 2020.

The New Zealand Mouthpiece
Sponsorship: JP Musical Instruments and Brass Direct 
Designer: Dave Johnstone of Johnstone Jones Design 
Printing: Alan Carabott and Adprint Ltd 
Proof-reader: Jane Myhill 
The regular advertisers and contributors: Music Works, 
Dr Toot and ABI Music Ltd.

BBANZ - general
Director of Education: David Bremner 
Treasurer: Murray Warrington 
Grants: Rata Foundation, Creative NZ and the NZ 
Government.

2020 National Band
David Bremner (Musical Director), Garth Coffey (Band 
Manager), Leigh Martin (Assistant Manager). 
Grants, Donations and Sponsorship: Besson, The Lion 
Foundation, Creative Waikato Toi Waikato, Pelorus 
Trust, sshhmute, Fairview Motors, New Zealand Army 
Band, Brassbanned.com, Rotorua and Wellington 
Brass, Hamilton City Brass and Marilyn Edgecombe.

2020 National Youth Brass Band
Alan Spence, (Musical Director) Emily Richards (Band 
Manager), Tyme Marsters (Assistant Musical Director). 
Section Tutors: Anthony Smith, Andrew Snell, Andrew 
Yorkstone, John Mason, Cam Lee and Byron Newton 
(Guest Soloist).
Grants, Donations and Sponsorship: Friends of the 
National Youth Brass Band, Besson, Pub Charity, Four 
Winds Foundation, Mainland Foundation, Pelorus 
Trust, Southern Trust, One Foundation, Youthtown, the 
Winton and Margaret Bear Charitable Trust and the 
Kingston Sedgfeild (NZ) Charitable Trust.
Logistical Support: New Zealand Army Band, Roxburgh 
Pioneer Energy Brass, Ascot Park Hotel Brass, 
Otago Southland Brass Bands Association, Eastern 
Bay of Plenty Brass, Woolston Brass, University of 
Canterbury, St Kevin’s College (Oamaru), Southland 
Girls’ High School and Michelle Starns.

2020 National Secondary Schools Brass Band
Andrew Snell (Musical Director), Jo Doyle (Band 
Manager), Te Reo Hughes (Assistant Musical Director), 
Harmen Vanhoorne (Guest Soloist) and John Sullivan 
(Camp Manager). Section tutors: Anthony Smith Mike 
Ford, Tom Oldham, Dwayne Bloomfield, Scott Taitoko, 
Nigel Seaton, Doug Brush, Andrew Leech, Mark Close, 
Alex King and Fraser Bremner. Guest speakers: Alan 
Spence and Thomas Eves.
Grants and Sponsorship: Ara Institute of Canterbury 
Ltd, Pub Charity, Four Winds Foundation, Taupo District 
Creative Communities NZ, Southern Trust, BBANZ 
Charitable Trust, Ministry of Education Vacation Music 
Grant and Ian & Denise Levien.
Logistical Support: John Wise (poster design), Rotorua 
Brass, Eastern BOP Brass and New Zealand Army Band 
(percussion), Connor Rabbidge (live streaming), Lucas 
Rabbidge, Katie Thompson, Stephen Clayton, Mike 
Martin, Canterbury Toyota and Addington Brass.
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BBANZ – Directory
Postal: 159 Gayhurst Road, 
Dallington, Christchurch 8061 
Website: www.brassbanz.org.nz

Executive Officer 
Helen Lee 
bbanzeo@gmail.com M: 029 770 4588

BBANZ is a Registered Charity CC 37839. 
All donations are tax deductible

National Management Committee

President
John Sullivan, Auckland 
john@brassbanz.org.nz
M: 021 736 832 
177 Hinemoa Street, Birkenhead, Auckland

Vice-President
Grant Langdon, Auckland 
grant@brassbanz.org.nz M: 022 089 1162

Wayne Jennens, Nelson 
wtjennens@gmail.com M: 021 583 231

Brian Nicholas, Blenheim 
brian.nicholas.nz@gmail.com M: 027 220 1711

Emily Richards, Wellington 
emily@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 607 483

Lachlan Spence, Wellington and Whakatane 
lachlan.spence2000@gmail.com M: 027 9145 061

Director of Education 
David Bremner, Wellington 
david@brassbanz.org.nz M: 021 224 2920

Treasurer 
Murray Warrington, Napier 
murray@brassbanz.org.nz
H: 06 844 1120 
M: 021 860 128 
28 Hyatt Grove, Greenmeadows, Napier 4112

National Band of New Zealand 
Musical Director David Bremner 
Band Manager: Garth Coffey, Wellington 
nznationalband@gmail.com

National Youth Brass Band 
Musical Director: Alan Spence, Whakatane  
Manager: Emily Richards 
nybb2021@gmail.com
M: 021 607 483

National Secondary Schools’ Brass Band 
Musical Director: Andrew Snell, Christchurch 
Manager: Jo Doyle 
nssbb2020@gmail.com
M: 027 454 9632

2021 National Contest in Christchurch 14 to 18 July 
Contact person: Helen Lee, Contest Manager, 
bbanzeo@gmail.com 

2022 National Contest in Wellington 13 to 17 July
Contact person: Mike Sander 
mtsander007@gmail.com

Musical Director 
Applications are invited from experienced and enthusiastic musicians to 
lead the continued development of Marlborough District Brass Band.

The Band has good local support and a strong membership fed from our 
association with local schools, and our own junior band, First Class Brass.

The successful candidate will be involved in preparing and presenting the 
Band to annual Provincial and National Contests, and local performances 
throughout the year, as well as some individual tuition. We offer a 
generous remuneration based on around 500 hours annually.

Candidates should have appropriate musical experience, good leadership 
skills, and a passion for the continued development of our band. 

Interested persons should contact our Band Chairman, Brian Nicholas, 
phone 027 220 1711, or email chair@marlboroughbrass.nz

Tertiary Scholarships
Kaikorai Metropolitan Brass invites applications from brass and percussion 
players either beginning or continuing tertiary study in Dunedin in 2021 to 
join the band through its new scholarship programme. We are a friendly B 
Grade band located next to the University of Otago campus.

Four scholarships of $500 plus a subscription fee waiver, will be awarded 
each year. Successful applicants are expected to be a committed playing 
member of the band for the duration of 2021.

To apply, please email kaikmetrobrass@gmail.com outlining your brass 
band or other musical experience and study intentions and attach a letter 
of recommendation from a musical director or tutor.

Applications close 22 January 2021.

2020 National Band youngest member Clarke Spence and oldest member Mike Ford. 

http://www.brassbanz.org
mailto:bbanzeo@gmail.com
mailto:john@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:grant@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:brian.nicholas.nz@gmail.com
mailto:emily@brassbanz.org.nz
http://www.brassbanned.com/
mailto:david@brassbanz.org.nz
mailto:murray@brassbanz.org.nz

mailto:nznationalband@gmail.com
mailto:nssbb2020@gmail.com
mailto:mtsander007@gmail.com
mailto:chair@marlboroughbrass.nz
mailto:kaikmetrobrass@gmail.com
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